
CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
 

ENVIRONMENT SELECT COMMITTEE 
 

TUESDAY, 14 NOVEMBER, 2006 AT 4.00 P.M. 
 

IN THE CIVIC CENTRE, BEECROFT ROAD, CANNOCK 
 

PART 1 
 
 

PRESENT:           Councillors: 
 

Williams, A. (Chairman) 
Burnett, J. (Vice-Chairman) 

 
 Alcott, G.  Jones, Mrs. A. E.  
 Ball, G. D.  Mawle, D.L.  
 Collis, C.  Pearce, Mrs. L. J.  

  
By Invitation: Mr. K. Glaze, Waste Manger, Staffordshire County Council 

Mrs. K.Leech, Street Warden, Cannock Chase Council 
 
(An apology for absence was received from Councillor D. Davies, Environment Leader) 
 
The Chairman agreed that item 4 and 5 on the agenda would be discussed in reverse order. 
 
14. Minutes 
   
 RESOLVED: 
  

That the Minutes of the meeting held on 2 October 2006 be approved as a correct record. 
 

15. Disposal of Hazardous Waste 
  
 The Committee received a presentation from Mr. Kevin Glaze, Waste Manager, Staffordshire 

County Council.  He informed the Committee that the categories of waste changed from 
 16 July 2005 and that each site had to apply to the Environment Agency for the category of 
waste they were able to receive.  The Poplars Landfill site could only receive non hazardous 
waste.  The Environment Agency had a statutory obligation to carry out checks on the sites 
and the vehicles carrying the waste.  If hazardous waste was found then action would be 
taken, including potentially closing the site.  There were currently 16 sites in the UK licensed 
to receive hazardous waste. 

  
Staff collecting waste received training on identifying types of hazardous waste and 
procedures were in place at the County to locate suitable outlets for its disposal. 
 
Concern was raised with respect to the number of cars waiting to enter the Poplars landfill 
site at peak periods and the road safety problems this caused.  Mr. Glaze reported that 2¼ 
million people used the site per year and the use of additional sites were being investigated 
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to help alleviate this problem. 
 
The issue of litter on the roads around the site was also raised and it was explained that this 
was the responsibility of Cannock Chase Council.  However inspections were carried out by 
the County and if debris was found on the roads efforts were made to trace it back and this 
had proven successful on occasions with action taken against offenders. 
 
The Chairman reported that Cannock Chase Council in October 2006 recycled 38.19% of 
household waste and these figures would be provided to future meetings of the Committee.  
It was requested that the amount of money received by the Council in credits also be 
reported.  
  

 RESOLVED 
  
  That recycling figures, together with the amount received in credits, be reported to future 

meetings of the Committee.  
  
16. Anti Social Behaviour – The Role of the Street Wardens 
  
 The Committee received a presentation from Mr. S. Shilvock, Head of Environmental Health. 
  
 The Committee were informed that the Street Warden Service commenced in May 2002,  

initially funded by the Government with Council and Partners providing matching funding.  
This ceased 31 March 2005 and the Council continued to fund the Service from 1 April 2005. 
 
The objectives of the Scheme were to:- 
 

• Reduce the fear of crime 
• Increase the support given to witnesses 
• Reduce the number of recorded incidents of litter 
• Reduce the number of reports of youth nuisance 
• Provide a sign posting service to relevant authorities 
 

There were five Street Wardens and a Street Warden Manager who covered four 
geographical areas of, Cannock Town Centre and Cannock South; Chadsmoor and 
Hednesford; Heath Hayes and Norton Canes; and Rugeley.  This resulted in the ratio of one 
Street Warden to a population of 18,600. 
 
The Wardens worked normal office hours of Monday to Friday with some out of hours 
working.  They undertook single patrols which required careful risk assessment, other similar 
Schemes patrolled in pairs.  They were trusted by the local community and residents knew 
who they were and when they were available. 
 
Neighbourhood Watch and Business Watch were promoted by the Wardens who also 
gathered and shared information with agencies having a specific interest in arson and related 
issues. 
 
They also attended specialist meetings involving social services and other agencies who 
sought to secure social engagement with those involved in anti social behaviour. 
 
Young people were referred to the Chase It Programme, student fire fighters, etc., and 
schools were visited and regular truancy checks undertaken. 
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Notable successes were:- 
 

• support given to a witness against a noisy neighbour which had lead to a successful 
prosecution and fine; 

• support given to a group of elderly residents to attend court who were being 
intimidated and receiving anti social behaviour. An ASBO was served on the 
offender; 

• Street Warden gave supporting evidence with respect to a litter offence which 
resulted in a successful prosecution and large fine; 

• Clean up by youths from local youth centre of Tranquillity Garden which was 
supervised by a Street Warden. 

 
The Street Wardens had received an Award from Staffordshire Police in recognition of their 
contribution to crime reduction. 
 
The Committee considered that problems often occurred during the evenings and weekends, 
but were informed that further resources would need to be made available to introduce a shift 
system and the Wardens would probably have to work in pairs for safety reasons. 
 
Mrs. Leech explained that Street Wardens did not have any powers but built up a relationship 
with the community and were trusted.  Police were sometimes moved to different areas 
whereas the Wardens did not, therefore there was continuity and their faces were well known 
to the community.  The Street Wardens gathered information which they passed on to the 
relevant agency and provided feedback to residents whether positive or negative. 
 
The Committee considered that additional funding be sought to enable further Street 
Wardens to be employed and that Cabinet be recommended to include appropriate funding in 
the budget for this purpose. 
 

 RESOLVED 
  
 That additional funding be sought to enable further Street Wardens to be employed, with a 

recommendation to Cabinet that an amount be included in the budget for this purpose. 
  
17. Local Area Agreements  Block Two - Safer and Stronger Communities and Block 

Five - Sustainable Development 
  
 Consideration was given to the Local Area Agreement document.   
  
 The Head of Policy Performance informed the Committee that in addition to the national 

mandatory targets the Council, together with its Partners, needed to identify local priorities.  
The Home Office had set a target to reduce overall crime by 15% over 3 years.  Crime in 
Cannock Chase was however increasing rather than decreasing and the reduction would be 
difficult to achieve. 

  
 There were a number of priorities that the Crime and Disorder Partnership (CDRP) were 

endeavouring to address including Anti Social Behaviour (ASB) and the public’s perception of 
ASB.  The number of Domestic Violence incidents reported had increased and work was on 
going to reduce the number of repeated incidents.  Considerable work was also being 
undertaken to address alcohol related issues.  
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Community engagement was being undertaken through, amongst other things, the Joint 
Operations Group (JOGs) and Community Action Teams (CATs) to help reassure the public, 
as often the perception of ‘fear of crime’ was higher than the actual amount of crime. 
 
The ‘Environment’ had also been identified as a priority and work was being carried out with 
respect to this issue. 
 
The Committee expressed concern with respect to the reduction target set regarding the 
number of children killed over the years 2007 to 2010.  It was considered that the reduction 
target was not sufficient. 
 
The Head of Policy & Performance explained that speeding of traffic had been identified from 
the crime audit as a priority.  Although the Partnership had no control over preventing 
accidents occurring on the motorways which ran through Staffordshire, the Committee’s 
comments would  be reported back to the County Council Core Team. 

  
  RESOLVED 
  
 That the Local Area Agreement Block Two – Safer and Stronger Communities and Block 

Five, Sustainable Development document be noted.  That the concerns of the Committee 
with respect to indicator SSC 9.1.3 relating to the number of children killed or seriously 
injured on the roads in Staffordshire be reported back to the County Council Core Team. 
 

  
18. Work Programme of the Environment Select Committee 
  
 Discussion took place on items to be included in the Work Programme.  The Head of Policy & 

Performance informed the Committee that the Regional Spatial Strategy would be included 
on the agenda for the meeting to be held in February 2007. 
 

 Councillor Alcott expressed concern regarding the decision not to suspend the two weekly 
collection of refuse over the Christmas period as had been done in 2005.  He asked that the 
matter be investigated as to how the decision had been verified as he had not had sight of a 
report on this matter being submitted to Cabinet.  He considered that the correct Council 
procedures may not have been followed on this issue.  The Acting Head of Environmental 
Services agreed to investigate this matter. 

  
 The Committee considered that it may be beneficial, especially for new Members, to arrange 

a visit to the control room of the CCTV cameras. 
  
 RESOLVED 
  
 (A) That the Work Programme be noted. 
   
 (B) That the Acting Head of Environmental Services arrange for the Select Committee 

to visit the control room of the CCTV cameras. 
  

________________________________ 
CHAIRMAN 
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