
CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

HEDNESFORD COMMUNITY FORUM 
 

NOTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 
 

TUESDAY, 7 NOVEMBER, 2006 AT 7.00 P.M. 
 

AT TRINITY CHURCH HALL, STATION ROAD, HEDNESFORD 
 

PRESENT: Cannock Chase Council Forum Members 
  
 Councillors: - 
  
 Burnett, J. (Chairman) 

Turville, R.C. (Vice Chairman) 
  
  Ball, G.D. Jones, Mrs. A.E. 
  Grice, Mrs. D. Pearce, Mrs. L.J. 
    
 Cannock Chase Council Officers: -  
    
  Mr. S. Brown (Chief Executive) 

Mr. R. Phillips (Head of Planning and Regeneration) 
Mr. L. Neate (Waste and Engineering Services Manager) 

   
 Also Present, Representatives from the Following Organisations: - 
  
  Mr. J. Debens, Staffordshire County Council  

Hednesford Town Council 
Circle of Residents Association 
Area Tenants and Residents Collective 
Staffordshire Ambulance Service 
Press 
Members of Public – approximately 15 

   
(Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Mrs. P.Z. Stretton and County Councillor 
S. Woodward (Hednesford Division)). 
 
1. Notes 
  
 The Notes of the meeting held on 8 August 2006 were agreed as a correct record, subject 

to Mr. B. Lee, Staffordshire Ambulance Service being included in the list of those 
Representatives present at the meeting. 

  
2. Police Issues 
  
 The Chairman raised the issue of speeding traffic in Stafford Road and Station Road, 

Hednesford and requested that some action be taken by the Police. 
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PC Emma Whardle, Cannock Police, explained that there was a problem with the make-
up of the roads which made it difficult for the speeding devices to be used. She reported 
that checks around the area did occur from time to time and she would endeavour to put 
the two roads on the next Police traffic day. 

  
3. Staffordshire County Council Trading Standards 
  
 The Chairman welcomed Cath Wohlers from Staffordshire County Council. 

 
Cath Wohlers reported that there were currently a number of ongoing projects at 
Staffordshire Trading Standards, those projects included the following: - 

 
Trade Register – launched with the help of Age Concern, the register comprised a list of 
reputable traders such as electricians, tree surgeons and plumbers. The register would 
help safeguard the public from rogue traders. 

  
 Underage Sale of Alcohol and Fireworks – members of the public were advised to contact 

Trading Standards should they know of any establishments selling to underage people. 
 

Claims Management Businesses - Trading Standards were currently investigating 
businesses which offered a ‘No win, no Fee’ deal as most people using the type of 
business ended up paying out more than what they had won in costs. 

  
 Watchdog Scheme – she explained that the scheme was similar to the neighbourhood 

watch scheme but concentrated on issues such as projects, scams and rogue traders. 
The Forum met every 3 months and was open to the public to discuss issues. 

 
Some concern was raised with regard to the letting off of fireworks in the Hednesford 
area. Cath Wohlers explained that it was legal for fireworks to be let off at any time of the 
year so long as it was not after 11.00 p.m., she also reported that the limit to the intensity 
of fireworks was 120db. 

  
4. Items Received from Members of the Public and Raised on their Behalf 
  
 Q. From Councillor Mrs. D. Grice - with regard to the S106 money generated form the 

sale of land on Pye Green Valley, where will the money be spent and will it be spent in 
Hednesford. 
 
The Chairman welcomed Mr. Bob Phillips, the Council’s Head of Planning and 
Regeneration to provide a response to the question.  

  
 Mr. Phillips reported that the S106 money associated with a planning consent for Pye 

Green Valley would be spent in Hednesford and an explanation was provided to 
members of the public regarding a Section 106 agreement.  

 
For example, local play areas and their maintenance payments would be controlled 
through a Section 106 agreement as would habitats on the land to be retained and 
improved. With regard to the habitats on the land, this was considered important to 
members of the public, therefore a management plan would be required and this together 
with any management/maintenance payments would be a matter for the S106.  
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 He further reported that the Pye Green Valley development was of sufficient size to 

generate a financial contribution to sports and recreation facilities. Because of the 
importance of retaining land within the valley for habitat creation, the financial contribution 
would be required for off-site facilities within the Hednesford area. 

 
He reported that with regard to the transport infrastructure the highway network 
improvements were controlled by planning conditions, however  financial payments may 
be required for a bus service serving the new development, therefore a sum of money is 
likely to be required to pay a transport provider. 

  
 Councillor Mrs. L.J. Pearce reported that the habitat survey undertaken was not the 

correct survey, and that it should have been a wildlife survey that was undertaken. She 
also commented that the survey was carried out at the wrong time of year.  

 
Mr. Phillips reported that the survey was undertaken by Staffordshire Wildlife Trust and 
had been fully incorporated into the approved development Brief. The Brief also required 
any outstanding issues to be addressed through further surveys and bespoke  
Management Plan. 

  
5. Updates 
  
 Fortnightly Refuse Collection 

 
The Chairman welcomed Mr Les Neate, Waste and Engineering Services Manager to the 
meeting to provide an update. 
 
Mr. Neate, the Council’s Waste and Engineering Services Manager reported that 44 per 
cent of all materials were recycled in September and between the months of April and 
November 38 per cent had been recycled. He explained that approximately 1200 tonnes 
of waste per month was not going to landfill, which equated to approximately 55-60 
tonnes per day. 

  
 Hednesford Town Centre  

 
Mr. Phillips, the Council’s Head of Planning and Regeneration reported that the 
regeneration of Hednesford consisted of different phases, those were Phase 1, the 
Rugeley Road scheme, Phase 2 Victoria Street and Phase 3 the Lucas Building. Phase 1 
would include a discount food retailer and mixed residential, retail, and leisure 
(pub/restaurant) uses.. A planning application was expected to be reported in December 
to the Council’s Planning Control Committee for the Phase 1 scheme. He also reported 
that St Modwen Developments had purchased the former Chase Car Sales site and the 
units on the front of Market Street were required to be assembled (acquired) for the 
scheme to proceed. 

 
Councillor R.C. Turville reported that at a previous Forum meeting he had requested that 
the developers consider funding of security cameras for the Hednesford War Memorial 
site. Mr. Phillips agreed that the developer had offered to look at the specification of the 
cameras to be provided for the scheme to see if they would also survey the War Memorial 
site. Mr. Phillips would remind the developers of their offer as part of the negotiations.    
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 The Future of the Aquarius Ballroom 

 
Mr. Phillips reported that because of the importance of retaining a leisure use in the 
Aquarius Ballroom, the Council intended to grant a lease for a further 3 years .He 
reported that a number of expressions of interest had been received and interviews would 
be taking place on 17 November 2006, following this a decision would be made. 
However, he was unsure when the facility would be open to the public. 

  
6. Staffordshire County Council Updates 
  
 The Chairman welcomed John Debens to the meeting and also congratulated him on his 

retirement and wished him well for the future.  
 

A number of members of the public also congratulated him for the work he had done in 
respect of the Forum over the years. 

  
 Stafford Lane Speed Reducing Measures 

 
John Debens reported that toucan crossings would be installed on both the Stafford Lane 
and A460. He explained that the process involved a period of objections which would end 
on 24 November 2006 and then appointing a prospective contractor. He was hopeful that 
work would commence and the crossings would be operational in March 2007.  

 
Problem with no off Road Parking in Howard Crescent 

 
John Debens reported that Wayne Multiboys, engineer at the County was currently 
considering a scheme regarding the parking situation in Howard Crescent. 

  
7. Forward Agenda for Future Meetings 
  
 The Chairman reported that the next Hednesford Community Forum was scheduled for 

Tuesday 30 January 2007 and forms were available for members of the public to 
complete should they wish to raise items for the meeting. 

  
8. Dates of Future Meetings 
  
 The Chairman reported the following dates for future meetings of the Forum:- 
  
  Tuesday, 30 January, 2007 
  Wednesday, 9 May, 2007 
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