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CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
 

HEALTHIER COMMUNITIES AND OLDER PEOPLE POLICY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 

THURSDAY 30 APRIL, 2009 AT 4.00 P.M. 
 

IN THE CIVIC CENTRE, BEECROFT ROAD, CANNOCK 
 

PART 1 
 

 
PRESENT:  Councillors 
 

  

Beddows, J. (Chairman) 
 

 Davis, Mrs. M.A. 
 Freeman, M.P. 
 Jones, R. 

Mitchell, C. 
Yates, Ms. W. 

 
(An apology for absence was received from Councillor G.N. Molineux, Vice Chairman)). 
  
32. Minutes 
  
 AGREED: 
  
 That the Minutes of the meeting held on 26 March, 2009 be approved as a correct record. 
  
33. Presentation  
  
 A presentation was made by Mr. Tom Walsh, Parks and Open Spaces Manager and Miss. 

Sarah Hammond, Bereavement Services Manager regarding the Bereavement Services 
Service Plan 2009-2019. 

  
 It was reported that a number of new Health and Safety regulations had been 

implemented which included that of Excavation Works, Manual Handling and Risk 
Assessments for cemetery work.  

  
 The current Council adopted rules and regulations were the Local Authorities Cemeteries 

Order 1977 (LACO 77) and the District Council Rules and Regs last approved 1984. 
  
 Miss. Hammond reported that apart from these being out of date there were main changes 

proposed and major challenges built into the Action Plan which included the lay out of Stile 
Cop to continue burials, and investigative work in relation to Woodland Burial and Muslim 
section. 

  
 With regard to future burial space a report was provided on what action had been taken to 

identify new burial sites and it was reported that a meeting had been held with the Cabinet 
/ Shadow Cabinet in 2008, however it had been agreed that there were no resources to 
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deliver any more investigative work.  
  
 Mr Walsh provided Members of the Committee with information in relation to the type and 

size of site that the Council would require for burials and pointed out that it did not take 
into account the new cemetery to be opened by South Staffs at Wombourne and the 
private cemetery at Penkridge. 

  
 It was reported that there were a number of recommendations that the previous Health 

Select Committee considered as part of a report in February, 2007. Those 
recommendations identified 5 sites and requested that finance investigate in more detail. 
The Health Select Committee declined to award any funding but requested more work was 
undertaken by officers. A further report was then produced in December 2007 with that 
further information. 

  
 Mr. Walsh explained to the Committee that a number of sites for burials were previously 

identified in reports to the Amenities Committee in the 1990’s which could be developed 
for cemetery use at a cost of £1m plus. However in 2007 when a further report was 
produced there were only 6/7 sites available to be explored as cemetery space. He stated 
that there could be a number of reasons for this including the affects that burial land could 
have on the water table, access arrangements and many had been built on.   

  
 It was reported that burial space at Stile Cop Cemetery, Rugeley would be available for 

2/3 years and subject to funding to layout and extend burial space which could then last to 
2020. 

  
 Members were keen to know what the situation was with regard to the private Cemetery at 

Hednesford. Mr. Walsh explained that a meeting had taken place with Reverend Buck, 
however the site was owned by the Diocese and there was only a small section of the 
churchyard that was the Council’s responsibility. He stated that Reverend Buck were keen 
for the Council to maintain the site but unfortunately there were a number of issues which 
included that of the Rights of Burials being owned by the Diocese and insurance issues of 
Council staff working on third party’s land. 

  
 Members discussed the possible refurbishment of the chapel of rest at Cannock Cemetery 

and stated that it was currently being used for storage. Members were keen to see 
additional car parking spaces and felt that any funding could be used for this purpose, 
given that the Cemetery was extremely busy around certain times of the year such as 
Christmas and there was a lack of adequate parking facilities. Mr Walsh advised that the 
Bereavement Services Plan only sought to investigate such a refurbishment and was not 
seeking approval to spend. 

  
 Members referred to a site visit which was undertaken by Members of the Health Select 

Committee a number of years ago with a view to further developing Cannock Cemetery 
into a one way system given that there was only one entrance in and out of the Cemetery. 
They were also keen to know if there had been any consideration into the possibility of 
extending the cemetery onto the football area at the Old Fallow recreation ground.  

  
 Mr. Walsh reported that a review would be undertaken in respect of the current situation 

with the chapel of rest at Cannock Cemetery, and also stated that the site visit that 
occurred a number of years ago was as a result of a proposal put forward by Councillor 
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Allen, which was not feasible due to the proximity of memorials next to the path network.  
  
 It was reported that a covenant covered the Old Fallow Recreation Ground whereby if that 

piece of land was used for something other than recreation then an alternative piece of 
land would need to be found for that purpose.  

  
 Members discussed the potential areas where land could possibly be used for burial 

space and cited the Industrial Park (Chase Enterprise Centre) off Rugeley Road and 
Springvale ex football pitch off Walsall Road owned by Staffordshire County Council. They 
suggested that it would be worth consulting with the County Council on the land that they 
owned which could be used for that purpose.  

  
 AGREED: 
  
 (A) That Cabinet be recommended to: 
  
  (i) Adopt the Bereavement Services Plan including the Action Plan and the 

  Revised Rules and Regulations; 
 

(ii) Consider necessary expenditure in the Action Plan as part of the 
Delivering Change Process;   

 
(iii) Continue to investigate new sites for burial space as identified in the last         

Report to the Health Select Committee.  
  
34. Information from Healthcare Organisations  
  
 Mr. Geraint Griffiths, South Staffordshire Primary Care Trust updated Members of the 

Committee in respect of the proposed Health Centre. 
  
 He reported that the draft designs had been agreed with the potential occupiers of the 

Health Centre and the site had been secured, although the PCT were trying to acquire 
additional land.  

  
 He informed Members that a public event would be publicised in the local press which 

would be held on Wednesday 13 May, 2009 between 12.00 noon and 8.00 p.m. at 
Cannock Chase Leisure Centre where plans of the proposed Health Centre would be on 
show. Following the event a planning application would then be submitted to the Council’s 
Planning Control Committee for the site in Mill Lane, Cannock.  

  
 Mr. Jonathan Bletcher informed Members of the Committee that there had been a number 

of delays which had prevented work being undertaken in respect of the Health and 
Inequalities report, however he hoped to present it to the Committee in June together with 
the end of year reports.  

  
  
  
  

  
 CHAIRMAN 



HC&OPPDC-30/04/09 30 

 


