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CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

HEDNESFORD COMMUNITY FORUM 
 

NOTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 
 

TUESDAY, 30 JANUARY, 2007 AT 7.00 P.M. 
 

AT TRINITY CHURCH HALL, STATION ROAD, HEDNESFORD 
 

PRESENT: Cannock Chase Council Forum Members 
  
 Councillors: - 
  
 Burnett, J. (Chairman) 

Turville, R.C. (Vice Chairman) 
  
  Ball, G.D. Pearce, Mrs. L.J. 
  Grice, Mrs. D. Stretton, Mrs. P.Z. 
  Jones, Mrs. A.E.  
    
 Other Councillors Present:-  
    
  Ansell, Mrs. P.A. Stanley, N.K. 
  Collis, C.  
    
 Cannock Chase Council Officers: -  
    
  Mr. S. Brown (Chief Executive) 

Mr. R. Phillips (Head of Planning and Regeneration) 
Mr. L. Neate (Waste and Engineering Services Manager) 
Mr. G. Watson (Economic Development Manager) 
Miss J. Tunnicliffe (Senior Committee Officer) 

   
 Also Present, Representatives from the Following Organisations: - 
  
  Mr. G. Hunt, Staffordshire County Council  

Hednesford Town Council 
Cannock Police 
Staffordshire Ambulance Service 
Area Tenants and Residents Collective 
Press 
Members of Public – approximately 25 

   
(Apologies for absence were received from County Councillor J. O’Leary (Hednesford 
Division)). 
 
The Chairman welcomed Mr. Graham Hunt, Partnership District Officer, Staffordshire County 
Council. 
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1. Notes 
  
 The Notes of the meeting held on 7 November 2006 were agreed as a correct record. 
  
2. Memorial Testing 
  
 The Chairman read out the following statement to members of the public regarding 

memorial testing: - 
 

“As many of you will be aware, the safety testing of headstones was completed last year 
in Cannock Chase. The testing followed a Local Authority Circular that was published by 
the Health and Safety Executive and which highlighted the increasing attention that burial 
authorities must apply to the risks surrounding memorial stability in cemeteries. 

  
 To date, there have been six fatalities and 60 reported incidents of injury involving 

headstones and memorials in the last five years. 
 

This concern, allied with the Health and Safety at Work Act and the Occupiers Liability 
Act, places a statutory duty on local authorities to ensure all of its cemeteries are as safe 
as is reasonably practicable for all employees and members of the public. 

 
We appreciate that this is a particularly sensitive issue and so are doing all we can to try 
and avoid any distress to the families concerned. 

 
If you have a headstone in Cannock Cemetery, Wolseley Road Cemetery, or one of the 6 
closed churchyards which the Council is responsible for, you need to check if the 
headstone has been tested and whether you have received notification of the outcome. 

  
 If you have received notification, or are not sure what the outcome of the test was and 

need further advice please speak to the officers outside the hall who will have the 
following information available.  

 
Frequently Asked Question’s 
Memorial Application Forms to arrange repair 
List of Approved Memorial Masons” 

  
3. Problem with Vandalism on the Area of Open Space off Greenwood Park 
  
 The Chairman welcomed Inspector Mat Derrick from Cannock Police to the meeting. 

 
Inspector Derrick reported that the Police had not received any complaints of children 
playing football near the area of open space off Greenwood Park since September 2006. 
He advised that there were 15 complaints that were reported over a 3 month period and 
explained that if similar incidents did occur then Police reports would need to be made.    
Local residents raised concern with the number of complaints reported and felt that the 
number reported was low. 
 
He reported that he would discuss the issue with PC Graham Harris the local beat officer 
and forward a letter to local residents advising them of the problems that were occurring.    
He also gave some suggestions on what residents could do to try and alleviate the 
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problems. 
 

Some concern was raised that there were a lack of facilities for youths and that the 
Council were considering diverse reactivities which could attract further problems. 

 
The Leader of the Council reported that diverse reactivities had never been considered by 
the Council’s Cabinet or Council, however there were plans for the development of 
facilities at Blake Valley Technical College.   He also reported that the Artificial Turf Pitch 
located in Rugeley had a major impact with youths. 

  
 A local councillor suggested that the use of Police street meetings would be a good way 

of interested parties meeting to sort out the issues that had arisen.  A multi agency 
approach was required from residents, Police, the Council and other interested parties. 

  
4. Request for a Name and Shame Billboard in Hednesford 
  
 Inspector Derrick explained that Bridlington Town Council had recently used a ‘name and 

shame billboard’ to display pictures of offenders who had received Anti Social Behaviour 
Orders (ASBO’s). 

 
Inspector Derrick then read out a statement from Gill Stanford, Staffordshire 
Commissioner for Children which raised concern with naming and shaming individuals 
and potentially causing problems for those individuals that were trying to rectify their 
behaviour. 

 
A local Town Councillor explained that the idea of a name and shame billboard would be 
geared more towards persistent offenders. 

 
Inspector Derrick reported that he was currently awaiting a response from the Police force 
legal team concerning the proposal for Hednesford. 

  
5. Update Regarding the Fortnightly Refuse Collection 
  
 The Chairman welcomed Mr. Les Neate, the Council’s Waste and Engineering Services 

Manager to the meeting. 
 

Mr. Neate reported that 38 per cent of all materials were being recycled and 60 tonnes 
per day were not going to landfill.  A leaflet was being despatched to all households and 
business premises which provided an indication of the Council’s achievements.  Stickers 
had been put on all green bins so that members of the public could identify what waste 
was required to go in bins.  The Council had received over 1000 calls for extra blue 
recycling boxes following the stickers being placed on bins. 

 
He then reported that invessel composting was being trialled in Norton Canes which was 
due to end shortly. A survey would be undertaken and depending on the results the 
scheme would be implemented from 1 May 2007 to the rest of the District. 

  
 Mr. Neate also reported that discussions were currently ongoing with regard to the 

possibility of nappy recycling. 
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Concern was raised amongst local residents that contractors were not emptying recycling 
waste correctly. Mr. Neate explained that the contractors worked on a ‘task and finish 
basis’ only. 

  
6. Update Regarding Hednesford Town Centre and the Aquarius Ballroom 
  
 The Chairman welcomed Mr. Bob Phillips, the Council’s Head of Planning and 

Regeneration to the meeting. 
 
Mr. Phillips reported the following with regard to the Hednesford Town Centre 
Regeneration:- 
 
Phase 1 – Planning permission was approved on 20 December 2006 for a discount food 
retailer, 6 retail units, 18 residential apartments and a retail block within the car park. This 
would be subject to a Section 106 agreement which would include for landscape and 
CCTV to cover the war memorial. 

 
The Council’s Cabinet had agreed that a Compulsory Purchase Order (CPO) could be 
used if necessary, only as a last resort to acquire pieces of land.  However, progress was 
being made with acquiring the land. 

 
Phase 2 – The Council’s Cabinet agreed the basic principals of the site, which would 
include a large food store, retail units, residential development and a 450 space car park. 

  
 A local Ward Member asked what the estimated time was for work to commence on 

Phase 1 and what was happening with regard to re-locating the Aquarius facility. Mr. 
Phillips reported that the earliest possible time for commencement on site would be 
September 2007, however if it was necessary to use a CPO to acquire any land then the 
timescale would be extended. 

 
Mr. Watson, the Council’s Economic Development Manager reported that a community 
facility had been included and it was possible that it would be located above the retail 
units.  

 
Aquarius facility – Mr. Phillips reported that a 3 year lease had recently been signed with 
Giraffe Leisure Ltd.  Giraffe Leisure Ltd’s intention would be to spend money on a 6 week 
refurbishment then re-launch the Aquarius on 3 March 2007.  The Company were 
committed to the same activities and would include other activities for other age groups. 

 
Mr. Phillips also explained that he would investigate the possibility of the public 
conveniences within the Aquarius being made available for members of the public to use, 
although Giraffe Leisure Ltd went through a very competitive tendering process to win the 
lease. 

  
7. Update Regarding Cannock Stadium 
  
 Mr. Phillips reported that 6 objections had been received to the sale of the stadium site 

which was considered by the Council’s Cabinet on 14 December 2006, and it was agreed 
to proceed on the basis that the proceeds would provide new facilities for the District. The 
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disposal of the site would be subject to planning consent.  Concern was raised by a local 
ward Member that the stadium was being forced to close and to be sold and that local 
football leagues would be forced to go elsewhere or have no alternative venue to use. 

 
A local Ward Member raised concern with press coverage regarding the proposed new 
running track. The press had reported that the new running track would not contain the 
appropriate number of running lanes required. She then contacted Sport England who 
confirmed that the track should be in excess of an 8 lane track and she asked for 
clarification that the track would be ‘like for like’.  

 
The Leader of the Council reported that it had always been the intention of the Council to 
provide an 8 lane running track. 

  
 A local Ward Member referred to the use of Council money for new facilitates such as the 

Rugeley Leisure Centre and the Rugeley Swimming Pool. 
 

The Leader of the Council reported that the Rugeley Swimming Pool was frequently used 
by members of the public and an inspection was carried out of the pool by Health and 
Safety which found the pool not fit for use, therefore the public were required to stop 
using the facility. He explained that the Cabinet considered a report which identified 
certain facilities that would be closed unless £6million was spent to keep the facilities 
open. Therefore in order to obtain the money, it was agreed to sell the land around the 
stadium and invest the money into those facilities. If the money had not been raised then 
this would have resulted in facilities being closed down. 

  
8. Update Regarding Stafford Lane Speed Reducing Measures 
  
 Mr. Hunt reported that Staffordshire County Council had previously undertaken a survey 

around the Stafford Lane area. A detailed scheme would be submitted to Cannock Chase 
Council’s Planning Control Committee for approval in the summer and Ward Members 
would have an opportunity to feed into the process. Toucan crossings would also be 
included as part of the Chase Heritage Trail. 

 
A local Ward Member asked what the projected increase of traffic was on Stafford Lane 
and queried the possibility of a bypass. Mr. Phillips reported that the issue of a bypass 
was considered under the Pye Green development and a traffic impact survey was 
undertaken. 

  
9. Rugeley Road Landfill Site – Problem with Debris Falling from Vehicles Entering 

and Leaving the Site 
  
 Mr. Pearson, local resident reported that the site was nearing completion which would 

alleviate some of the problems however there was a problem with fly tipping. 
 

Mr. Hunt, Staffs County Council, reported that the site was being restored and ground 
works were in place for landscaping of the site. 
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10. Forward Agenda for Future Meetings 
  
 The Chairman reported that the next Hednesford Community Forum was scheduled for 

Wednesday 9 May 2007 and forms were available for members of the public to complete 
should they wish to raise items for the meeting. 

  
11. Date of Next Meeting 
  
 The Chairman reported the following date for the next Forum: - 

 
Wednesday, 9 May 2007 

 


