CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE
ENVIRONMENT SELECT COMMITTEE
THURSDAY, 12 JULY 2007 AT 4.00 P.M.
IN THE CIVIC CENTRE, BEECROFT ROAD, CANNOCK
PART 1
PRESENT:

Councillors:
Mawle, D.L. (Chairman)
Yates, Ms. W. (Vice-Chairman)
Alcott, G.
Ball, G.D.

By Invitation:

Jones, Mrs. A.E.

Councillor A. Williams, Environment Leader

(An apology for absence was received from Councillor J. Burnett).
5.

Minutes
RESOLVED:
That the Minutes of the meeting held on 4 June 2007 be approved as a correct record.

6.

Climate Change – The Staffordshire Declaration
Consideration was given to a Report of the Head of Environmental Health (Enclosure 4.1 –
4.5 of the Official Minutes of the Council).
The Head of Environmental Health advised that climate change was considered to be an
extremely serious issue which needed to be dealt with at global, national and local levels.
The Select Committee was asked to consider the implications of Cannock Chase Council
adopting the Staffordshire Declaration and submit a Report to Cabinet on their findings.
The Select Committee was informed that Nottingham City Council in 2000 had formulated the
‘Nottingham Declaration’ to demonstrate their commitment to tackling climate change. This
Declaration had been slightly modified by Staffordshire County Council by the addition of a
further commitment. The County Council’s Cabinet had formally adopted the Staffordshire
Declaration and agreed to engage with District and Borough Councils on this issue.
The adoption and signing of the Staffordshire Declaration by the Council was a required
outcome within the Sustainable Development Block of the Local Area Agreement (LAA).
The Head of Environmental Health informed the Select Committee that it was envisaged that
the targets set in the LAA Block Five, Sustainable Development, with respect to habitat and
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parks would be met. Recycling was ahead of its targets. Accessibility targets with respect to
bus services were more specifically an issue for the County Council with the District Council
having a supporting role.
It was explained that with respect to travel plans, this would be part of the Local Development
Framework (LDF).
The Head of Environmental Health agreed that he would investigate whether the Council
continued to subsidise the Rugeley-Hednesford rail service.
The proposed reduction in CO2 emissions of all LAA partners’ activities of 60% by 2050 would
be a challenging target. Information was being collated on emissions produced at all of the
Council’s sites and this would be completed by September 2007. A ‘carbon base line’ would
be established and ways to decrease emissions investigated. Energy efficiency of buildings,
employees working from home, in-house travel plans, together with other policies would be
explored as ways to meet the targets.
The Select Committee considered that the electrification of the local rail line would assist to
create a cleaner air environment. Concern was raised with respect to the policies that may be
implemented to reduce CO2 emissions and how they would be funded. It was explained that
each case would be looked at individually.
The Head of Environmental Health informed the Select Committee that he would submit a
further report to them outlining the specific proposals the Council could implement to reduce
CO2 emissions.
RESOLVED:
That a further report be submitted by the Head of Environmental Health on Climate Change –
Staffordshire Declaration – outlining specific proposals.
7.

Work Programme of the Environment Select Committee
Consideration was given to items to be included in the Work Programme of the Select
Committee. (Enclosure 5.1 - 5.4 of the Official Minutes of the Council)
RESOLVED:
That the Work Programme be agreed subject to the following amendments:(A)

That the Select Committee view a DVD explaining Decriminalised Parking
Enforcement (DPE) at a meeting in 2007 prior to them considering DPE in January
2008.

(B)

That a report be received on Christmas Lighting in early 2008.

CHAIRMAN
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