
CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
 

RUGELEY AND BRERETON COMMUNITY FORUM 
 

MONDAY, 16 JUNE 2008 AT 7.00PM 
 

AT THE ROSE THEATRE, TAYLORS LANE, RUGELEY 
 
 
PRESENT: Cannock Chase Council Forum Members: 
 
  Councillors 
 

Grocott, M.R. (Chairman) 
Davies, D. N. (Vice-Chairman) 

 
Jones, R. 
Williams, A. 

Williams, B. 
Williams, Mrs. P. 

 
Cannock Chase Council Officers 
 
Mr. P. Lloyd-Williams Director of Governance 
Mr. M. Challoner Principal Committee Officer 
Mr. B. Jayes  Environmental Services 
Mr. M. Fletcher  Partnership Development Unit 
 
Representatives from the following organisations: 
 
Staffordshire County Council 
South Staffordshire PCT 
Rugeley Town Council 
Brereton & Ravenhill Parish Council 
Press 
Approximately 20 local residents 

 
(Apologies for absence were received from Councillors N.K. Stanley, G.N. Molineux and 
County Councillor G.E. Roberts). 
 
 
1. Appointment of Chairman and Vice-Chairman 
  
 Councillor M.R. Grocott was appointed Chairman and Councillor D.N. Davies was 

appointed Vice-Chairman of the Community Forum. 
  
2. Notes of the Previous Meeting 
  
 The Notes of the meeting held on 3 March 2008 were approved as a correct record. 
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3. Update – Cannock Sports Stadium 
  
 The Chairman reported that the Planning Inquiry into the granting of planning 

permission to develop land at Cannock Sports Stadium for residential and open space 
use would start on Tuesday 15 July 2008 and had been listed for up to four days.  The 
Council had submitted its pre inquiry statement by the due date for this process.  The 
Council’s current Council policy was that the Sports Stadium sporting facilities would 
close on 31 July 2008. 

  
4. Consultation in Respect of the Sustainable Community Strategy 
  
 The Forum received an update from Mr. M. Fletcher, Partnership Officer, on the 

consultation process in respect of the Sustainable Community Strategy. 
 
Community Forums, elected Members, disability groups, the Citizens Panel and in 
excess of 150 partners had all been consulted on the draft Strategy and information had 
been made available on the Council’s website. 
 
The draft Strategy had been considered by the Scrutiny Committee on 2 June 2008 and 
was due to be considered by Cabinet on 19 June 2008 and Council on 25 June 2008.  
A final draft would then be prepared and the Strategy launched at the end of June 2008.  
Following this process an action plan would then be formulated. 

  
5. Health Centre, Springfields Estate 
  
 Mrs. J. Stevenson, a local resident, sought clarification with regard to the facilities that 

were to be included in the new health centre at the Springfields Estate. 
  
 Mr. S. Lloyd of South Staffordshire PCT explained that he had recently been appointed 

as the interim Head of Estates and that the Health Centre was due to be completed 
during mid July.  The facilities at the Health Centre would include: 

  
 • GP service (3 doctors) 

• Staffordshire County Council Children’s Services 
• Speech therapy 
• Diabetes Service 
• Cardiac Support 
• District School Nurses 
• Sex advice 
• Administrative support 
• Multipurpose group rooms 

  
 Mrs. Stevenson expressed concern that local residents had previously been advised 

that activity rooms for young people would be included as part of the development.  Mr. 
Lloyd advised that he was not aware that such facilities had been included as part of 
the development and he agreed to confirm the position and advise Mrs. Stevenson 
accordingly. 

  
 Mr. Lloyd also confirmed that the GP service at Armitage would move to the new facility 

on the Springfields Estate, but that the Sandy Lane surgery would remain. 
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6. Update on Brook Square Memorial 
  
 Mr. D. Botfield of Staffordshire County Council advised the Forum that the Memorial in 

Brook Square had recently been moved temporarily to Anson Street as a result of a 
collapsed culvert.  Although the County Council was undertaking the repairs to the 
culvert, Mr. Botfield reported that the Council had been approached with regard to the 
possibility of permanently moving the Memorial to Anson Street and developing a water 
feature in Brook Square.  He advised the Forum that the decision to permanently move 
the memorial and develop a water feature would rest with the District Council, although 
the County Council would assist where appropriate. 

  
 Mr. B. Jayes of Cannock Chase Council further advised that although there were no 

services running under the Memorial’s current location of Brook Square, there were 
services running under Anson Street and that this needed to be investigated prior to 
making a final decision on the Memorial’s permanent location.  He also reported that 
the relocation of the Memorial would require planning permission and that the Council 
was working towards having the Memorial in place by Remembrance Sunday. 

  
7. Eaton Park Play Area 
  
 Mr. K. Hall, a local resident, asked whether arrangements could be made to trim the 

hedge along the fence at Eaton Park Play Area (also known as Fortescue Lane Play 
Area) so as to prevent teenagers climbing the hedge. 

  
 Mr. Jayes agreed that he would investigate the possibility of cutting down the tress in 

the hedge, although the trees could not be disturbed until after August in order to 
protect local habitat. 

  
8. Bower Lane, Rugeley 
  
 Mr. Porter asked a number of questions in relation to Bower Lane, Rugeley. 
  
 In response to the question regarding the kerbing and footpath renewal of Bower Lane, 

Mr. Botfield advised that although such works had not been included in this year’s 
highway maintenance programme, any improvements to Bower Lane would have to be 
prioritised against other schemes to determine whether it would be included in next 
years highway maintenance programme. 

  
 With regard to the deterioration of Roads in Etchinghill, Mr. Botfield reported that the 

County Council has a number of long term strategies for the maintenance of highways, 
including the Local Transport Plan and the Area West Local Plan.  He also reported that 
the Council was currently reviewing existing practices in order that more proactive, 
rather than reactive, maintenance work was undertaken. 

  
 In response to the question regarding the Mobile Camera Van, Inspector Chris Ellerton 

read out a statement provided by Mrs. Mel Langdown of the Staffordshire Road Safety 
Partnership.  He reported that that a decision had been made to establish Bower Lane 
as a ‘Community Concern Site’ and that the required work to ensure the enforcement 
was safe and legal was currently being undertaken and that enforcement visits would 
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begin in the next few weeks.  Inspector Ellerton thanked those residents involved in the 
Community Speed Watch Scheme. 

  
 With regard to the problems of the hedgerow along Bower Lane from Wolseley Park 

Estates, Mr. Botfield reported that following discussions with the landowner the County 
Council would make arrangements cut back the hedge from the highway and serve a 
notice on the landowner to reduce the height of the hedge. 

  
8. Request for a Speed Camera Along Hednesford Road Towards Rugeley 
  
 Mr. Evans, a local resident and Councillor C. Woodward, Rugeley Town Council, made 

representations with regard to the need for a speed camera along Hednesford Road 
towards Rugeley.  They also reported that they were currently in process of organising 
a petition, which already had over 150 signatures of support. 

  
 Mr. Botfield explained that the decision to install a speed camera would be a matter for 

the Road Safety Partnership Team.  However, he advised that a speed camera had 
originally been installed along the road, although this had been removed following the 
installation of the island some seven years ago and had not been replaced.  He 
reported that although he was not aware of any recent major incidents, the County 
Council would investigate the matter. 

  
 Inspector Ellerton also reported that the Police would undertake checks at the site and 

would work closely with the County Council and Road Safety Partnership Team. 
  
 Mr. Jayes also agreed to investigate the issue of the hedge in order to improve visibility. 
  
9. Future Education in Rugeley 
  
 The Chairman welcomed to the meeting Mr. A. Drake, Governor of Fair Oak Business 

and Enterprise College.  Mr. Drake explained that Mr. Sutton, Head Teacher of the 
School had also been appointed Head Teacher for Hagley Park Sports College and he 
thanked the Town Council and District Council for their support. 

  
10. Local Elections 
  
 The Chairman reported that a local by-election would be held for the Town Council on 

19 June 2008. 
  
11. The Shrew Public House 
  
 Mr. Kirkham, a local resident, reported problems of noise and disturbance from the 

Shrew Public House. 
  
 Councillor Mrs. P. Williams reported that the issue had been reported to the Council’s 

Environmental Health Department who would be investigating the matter.  It was 
agreed that this matter be discussed at the next meeting of the Forum. 
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12. Forward Agenda for Future Meetings 
  
 Suggestions of issues to be discussed at future meetings of the Forum were sought.  It 

was explained that appropriate representatives would be invited to attend and debate 
issues and answer any questions. 

  
13. Dates of Future Meetings 
  
 The Forum noted the provisional dates of the next meetings of the Forum, which were 

subject to approval by Council: 
 

• 8 September 2008 
• 8 December 2008 
• 9 March 2009 
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