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CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 

NOTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 

RUGELEY AND BRERETON COMMUNITY FORUM 

HELD ON MONDAY, 8 DECEMBER, 2014 AT 7:00 P.M. 

IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, RUGELEY TOWN COUNCIL OFFICES, TAYLOR’S 
LANE, RUGELEY 

 

PRESENT: Councillors: 

 Grocott, M.R. (Chairman) 
Bennett, C. (Vice Chairman) 

 
 Bottomer, B.H. 

Fisher, P.A. 
 

Jones, R. 
Molineux, G.N. 
Whitehouse, Miss. S. 

   

Cannock Chase Council Officers: 

 Mrs. J. Aupers Head of Governance 

 S. Partridge Democratic Services Manager 

Representatives from the following organisations: 

 Staffordshire County Council M. Lucas, County Highways 

 Rugeley Town Council Various 

 Brereton and Ravenhill Parish 
Council 

Various 

 The Landor Society Mrs. M. Kettle 

 Friends of Etching Hill Mr. and Mrs. G. Brookes 

 Police PC Nick Smith; Special Sgt. Kevin Lee 

Local Residents 

 Approximately 8  

 

1. Apologies 

 Apologies for absence were received from CCDC Councillors Mrs. A. Allt; A. 
Dudson*; J.P. Johnson; A. Lovell; and Ms. S. Whitehouse 

Apologies were also submitted on behalf of SCC Councillors A. Dudson*; and G. 
Martin; the Ven. Simon Baker; the Rev. Preb. Michael Newman; Mrs. M. Kettle, 
Landor Society; Mr. and Mrs. Brookes, Friends of Etching Hill; and a number of 
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Town / Parish Councillors. 

2. Declarations of Interest (District Councillors) 

 None. 

3. Notes 

 The notes of the meeting held on 9 September, 2014 were accepted as a correct 
record.   

4. Matters Arising (Not Otherwise Covered on the Agenda) 

 (Part Item 7)  Staffordshire County Council Highways - Town Centre Trip 
Hazards – Cllr. R. Jones advised that he was aware that work was underway to 
reduce trip hazards in the town centre.   

(Part Item 12) Children’s Play Area, Green Lane – Cllr. C. Bennett reported that 
unfortunately the meeting with Morrison’s had not proved to be entirely 
successful and they did not intend making a direct financial contribution towards 
the play area.  However, the store manager had promised to provide bottled 
drinks to participants at the Charter Fair, and had also confirmed that seating 
and a freephone telephone would be available for shoppers to call a taxi and sit 
down while waiting for it.  Cllr. Grocott added that the manager had also 
promised that his staff would help to keep tidy the area in the vicinity of the 
store. 

5. Questions for Staffordshire Police 

 No questions had been submitted in advance, but the Police representatives 
(PC Lee Turner and PCSO Laura Sandy) invited questions and comments from 
the floor.   

The Chair suggested that it might be appropriate to bring forward item 8 on the 
agenda in respect of parking and other associated issues outside of 32a and 
32b Church Street.   

Mr. Vukmirovic and Mr. and Mrs. Ingley reiterated their concerns as detailed in 
the agenda.  Mr. Vukmirovic also provided some photographs to the Police 
representatives by way of further evidence of the parking problem.  PC Turner 
offered to visit the area with a handheld speed device to gather evidence of 
speeding, and PCSO Sandy advised that she would also make routine visits to 
enhance the Police presence in the area.  Cllr. Bennett also promised to raise 
the matter at the Joint Parking Committee and, separately, raise the matter with 
local Staffordshire County Councillors.   

Cllr. Fisher raised concerns about a substantial increase in reported incidents in 
the Brereton area - nearly doubled in the last 12 months – and requested a 
proportionate increase in policing in the area.  PC Turner advised that the 
figures were not nearly as bad as they appeared and were largely down to 
Amazon’s zero tolerance policy on pilfering.  As a consequence, every time 
Amazon discovered an instance of employee pilfering, it was reported to the 
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Police. 

Cllr. R. Jones enquired as to the welfare of the Sgt. King, who had been shot in 
the face on the Springfield’s estate.  PC Turner advised that Sgt. King had lost 
his right eye and faced further surgery in the new year, but was hoping to be 
able to return to work in due course. 

In response to a question about a fatal hit and run on Western Springs Road, PC 
Turner confirmed that one person had been arrested and was currently on 
Police bail.  The swift arrest was partly due to an encouraging response to a 
request for information from the local community. 

Other comments were also made and noted by the Police in respect of: 

• Youths appearing to deliberately and slowly walk in front of cars. 

• People walking up Sheepfair and stepping on to Church Road, apparently 
oblivious to any traffic that might be turning down there. 

• Support offered at Lantern Parade and Christmas Lights switch on. 

• PCSO’s schools liaison work. 

6. Staffordshire Fire and Rescue Services 

 No questions had been submitted in advance of the meeting for the Fire and 
Rescue Services, consequently no representative had been sent to the meeting.   

No matters were raised from the floor to be fed back.    

7. Staffordshire County Council Highways 

No questions had been submitted in advance of the meeting for the County 
Highways Department, and no Officer was present.  No matters were raised 
from the floor.  (Also refer to Item 5, above.)  

9. Questions Submitted by Mr. G. Vukmirovic, 32a, Church Street and Mr. & 
Mrs. R. Ingley of 32b, Church Street, Rugeley 

See Item 5, above. 

10. Partial Collapse of Bridge over Brook, Adjacent to Western Springs Road 

Mr. G. Grant, Rugeley Town Councillor and Local Resident, had requested an 
update in respect of this matter.  A comprehensive update (reproduced below), 
was included as part of the agenda.  

“The District Council has submitted bids for funding for the flood relief scheme to 
both the Greater Birmingham and Solihull Local Enterprise Agency and to the 
Stoke and Staffordshire Local Enterprise Agency. These bids are for funding to 
sit alongside Environment Agency (EA) flood alleviation funds. The securing of 
funds from all sources is not yet known. The letter of support from Rugeley Town 
Council is welcomed and has been used in the bids. 
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Regarding the development of the flood relief scheme, the EA advise that the 
Hydraulic Modelling work will now be complete in February 2015. However, the 
flood outlines part of the work is complete and it supports the justification for the 
EA’s contribution to the scheme. The EA say that the work from now until 
February involves testing the flood storage outline design options through the 
model to make sure that the design options work. 

The EA plan to complete an outline design for the scheme by the end of 
December. The outline design will give a first impression and will be used to 
consult local people and stakeholders, this consultation will then inform the 
detailed design. The final design will not be done until mid 2015. 

Regarding the repairs to the bridge, the position remains as reported to the last 
meeting of the Forum. The District Council will want to see the implications of 
the outline flood storage scheme for the bridge. It will also want to consider the 
merits of dealing with the bridge in parallel with the flood storage scheme. This 
will be considered further at the outline design stage described above. 

As the project gains momentum the EA will require a project board to be 
established. We will keep the Forum advised of progress.” 

Mr. Grant requested further updates at future meetings. 

Concern was also expressed from the floor about the risk of flooding in Rugeley 
arising from both water levels and blockages.  Cllr. R. Jones commented that he 
believed Severn Trent and / or the Environment Agency needed to make a 
proper study of water courses in the area, and he felt that members of the local 
community should write to these bodies to express their concerns and desire for 
a study to be undertaken.  He also had contacts at Severn Trent and he would 
ask about a representative attending a future meeting.   

11. The Old Chancel, St. Augustine’s Church, Rugeley 

Standing Item.  The Venerable Simon Baker, Archdeacon of Lichfield, and The 
Reverend Prebendary Michael Newman had both submitted apologies, as it was 
the Church’s busiest time of the year.  The following short update had been 
provided for the forum:   

“Steady progress has been made in respect of the Old Chancel and the time is 
fast approaching when prospective Trustees for a Charitable Trust to be 
established for its care will need to be identified.  A letter has been written to the 
District Council, Town Council and the Landor Society about this matter together 
with a short paper outlining the nature of the Trust and the duties of the 
Trustees.” 

12. Cannock and Stafford Hospitals 

Management of the Cannock Chase and Stafford Hospitals had transferred with 
effect from 1 November, 2014 to, respectively, The Royal Wolverhampton NHS 
Foundation Trust (“RWT”) and University Hospitals North Staffordshire NHS 
Foundation Trust (“UHNS”).  
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An approach was made to The Royal Wolverhampton NHS Trust (RWT), as the 
managing body responsible for Cannock Chase Hospital, for whom Dr. Sultan 
Mahmud had provided a statement which was attached to the agenda.   

Mr. G. Grant commented that he had recently attended Cannock Hospital for 
knee replacement surgery, which was first class.  He also remarked that the 
hospital had appeared much busier than previously. 

13. Any Other Business  

None. 

14. Forward Agenda for Future Meetings 

None. 

15. Next Meeting 

Monday, 9 March, 2015.  Venue: Rugeley Council Chamber.   

  

 The meeting closed at 8.05 pm. 

  

 

 

      

CHAIRMAN 


