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CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

NOTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
 

RUGELEY AND BRERETON COMMUNITY FORUM 
 

MONDAY, 10 MARCH, 2014 AT 7.00PM 
 

COUNCIL CHAMBER, RUGELEY TOWN COUNCIL OFFICES,  
TAYLOR’S LANE, RUGELEY 

 
 
PRESENT: Cannock Chase Councillors: 
 

Grocott, M.R. (Chairman) 
 

Bottomer, B.H. 
Dudson, A.* 
Fisher, P.A. 
 

Jones, R. 
Molineux, G.N. 
 

Other District Councillor(s): 
 
J. Rowley  

 
Cannock Chase Council Officers: 
 
Mrs. J. Aupers Head of Governance 
S. Partridge Democratic Services Manager 
  
Representatives from the following organisations: 
 
Staffordshire Police (Sgt. Caroline Higgins and PCSO 

Laura Sandy) 
Staffordshire County Council (M. Keeling, Community 

Infrastructure Liaison Manager) 
Staffordshire County Council (SCC Cllr. A. Dudson*) 
Neighbourhood Watch (Vicki Singleton) 
Rugeley Town Council (Various) 
Brereton and Ravenhill Parish 
Council 

(Various) 

Rugeley Traders Association  
The Landor Society (Mrs. M. Kettle) 
 
Approximately 8 local residents 
 

  
1. Apologies 

 
 Apologies for absence were received from CCDC Councillors Mrs. A. 

Allt; C. Bennett; D.N. Davies; J.P. Johnson; and A. Lovell.  
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Apologies were also submitted on behalf of SCC Councillor G. Martin 
and a number of Town / Parish Councillors. 

  
2. Declarations of Interest 

 
 None. 
  
3. Notes 

 
 The notes of the meeting held on 9 December, 2013 were accepted as 

a correct record.   
  
4. Matters Arising (Not Otherwise Covered on the Agenda) 

 
 Mr. G. Grant advised that, in respect of Item 9 (p.3), nobody from the 

Council had contacted him.  The Democratic Services advised that he 
had passed on Mr. Grant’s details to the departments concerned and 
had left the matter with them. 

  
6. Questions for Staffordshire Police 

 
No questions had been submitted in advance, but Sgt. Higgins invited 
questions from the floor.   
 
A Member enquired as to the legal position of vehicles using the 
pedestrianised areas of the town; particularly when this was done at 
speed with no apparent regard for pedestrian safety.  The Member was 
particularly interested if the Sergeant was aware of a bye law limiting 
the times at which vehicles could access the area.   
The Sergeant advised that she had heard reference to some form of 
regulation, but was struggling to find a copy.  Mark Keeling, SCC 
Highways, advised that he believed there was a Traffic Regulation 
Order in place, but it included provision for traders to receive deliveries 
and access for some other vehicles, including emergency; street 
cleansing; and security vehicles, which made it very difficult to police 
effectively.   
The discussion became more wide-ranging to encompass other issues 
broadly related to “policing” of traffic in the area in question, including 
monitoring of CCTV and the question of whether or not parking tickets / 
on the spot fines were ever issued.  Mr. Keeling offered to make himself 
available to the Sergeant for further discussions.   

  
7. Staffordshire Fire and Rescue Services 

 
No questions had been submitted in advance of the meeting for the Fire 
and Rescue Services, consequently no representative had been sent to 
the meeting.   
 
A resident raised concerns at the potential fire risk associated with the 
build up of waste tyres at a unit on the Towers Business Park.  No other 
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matters were raised for referral back to the Fire and Rescue Service. 
  
8. Staffordshire County Council Highways 

 
No questions had been submitted in advance of the meeting for the 
County Highways Department, however, a number of items were 
addressed in items raised elsewhere on the agenda. 

  
9. Questions Submitted by Mr. Chett Tanna, 66, Church Street, 

Rugeley 
 
Mr. Tanna raised the following concern: 
 
“As you will see from the e mail's I have sent to Messrs Grocott, Martin 
& Bennett below we have a REAL shortage and issue with parking at 
the top end of Church Street.  (Mr. Tanna also provided a number of 
photographs with his e-mail supporting his concerns.) 
 
At this end, the residents of No's 62, 64 & 66 in particular do not have 
any specific parking available to them.  This is a block of terraced 
properties with double yellow lines outside the properties.  The car park 
used by the residents, over tens of years, by the residents has been the 
Council owned free parking in front of the Elmore flats) off Church 
Street.  This car park contains 7 spaces and these are increasingly 
being used up lately - and more so now with non residential vans. We 
are now in a situation where we cannot use this car park for our parking 
and are reduced to parking on the double yellows outside our properties 
in the evening and on weekends. 
 
In the last year more housing has gone up in this area and further 
housing is to go up at the former pub (Prince of Wales) across the road 
from these houses.  These increases of housing is contributing to our 
problems with parking. 
 
We would like the Council to help us by taking off the double yellow 
lines outside our houses and installing parking bays restricted for 
parking to only the residents of these houses. 
 
So the item on the agenda that I would like to be added is: 
 
Parking issues for the residents of No's 62, 64 & 66 Church Street.  
 
The question I would like to be answered is: 
 
Will the Council help the residents of these properties by taking off 
the double yellow lines outside our houses and installing parking 
bays restricted for parking to only the residents of these houses 
and if so, when can this be operational by?” 
 
The Chairman read out a response that had been provided by the 
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County Council, as follows: 
 
“This matter was investigated last year and a consultation with residents 
took place, the idea was to remove some of the existing restrictions to 
enable additional parking on street. 
 
We consulted with 33 residents of which 27 replied (a good response), 
however 11 supported and 16 opposed.  (For info:  Of the three houses 
in question, 1 resident did not respond; 1 opposed the proposal; and 1 
gave it conditional support.) 
 
Such was the opposition to this plan that some residents visited the 
area offices to enforce their objection, and the local MP was also 
involved.  
 
At the 23 April, 2013 meeting of CCDC / SCC Joint Parking Committee 
it was decided due to objections not to proceed with the plans to make 
changes to the traffic order on Church Street. As the matter has been 
investigated and closed inside a 12month period we would be unable to 
re-visit this enquiry in terms of TRO adjustments.   
(For info:  CCDC / SCC Cllrs representing the Rugeley area present at 
the meeting included Cllrs. D.N. Davies; G. Martin; and J. Rowley.) 
 
In terms of a request for a Residents Parking Zone this is an entirely 
different matter and requires a lot of support and investigation. It also 
requires for residents to contribute to costs and pay for parking permits. 
 
We would require a substantial amount of resident support before any 
formal investigation can go ahead, however if residents wish to apply 
we can send out information to those who wish champion a potential 
scheme.” 
 
Mark Keeling, SCC Highways, who had drafted the response, was 
present and elaborated on some of the points made.  For information, 
the Democratic Services Manager advised Mr. Tanna that he had been 
informed that, while the Council owned the freehold of the area that was 
used for car parking it had been occupied under a licence by Three 
Spires Shared Ownership Housing Society Ltd since 1973, and any 
management responsibility for the site fell to the Society.  There 
followed a wide ranging discussion about a variety of related matters.   
 
The Chairman thanked Mr. Keeling for attending the meeting, listening 
to the complaints, and noting the matters to follow up on. 

  
10. Question Submitted by Cllr. Ray Jones on Behalf of Rugeley Town 

Traders 
 
Cllr. Jones raised the following questions: 
 
Condition of Rugeley Town Centre pedestrian areas 
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“The Town traders have said that over the last few months there have 
been a number of Slips, Trips and Falls which have caused injury to 
people using the town centre.  These problems are being caused by the 
uneven surfaces, potholes, tree roots creating undulations in the 
surface around the trees and a general poor walking surface. 
 
The traders are now saying that the poor surfaces are having an 
adverse affect on their businesses because people are avoiding going 
into the town centre.” 
 
The Chairman read out a response that had been provided by the 
County Council, as follows: 
 
“The County Council in conjunction with CCDC Town Centre 
Improvement Group invested over £3,000 to tackle the issue of loose 
and damaged blocks in Rugeley Town Centre last year.  However, we 
do understand there is more to be done. 
 
At this time there are no large schemes planned to remove/ replace 
block paving in the town however we are responding to defects reported 
by members of the public and carrying out monthly walked inspections. 
 
As the town still has some vehicular use blocks can become 
loose/dislodged, wet conditions can wash away sand / cement etc 
 
This is an ongoing matter as will be actioned via our operational 
inspection regime.” 
 
There followed a wide ranging discussion about a variety of current 
footpath and pedestrianised roadway areas in the town centre. 
 
The Chairman again thanked Mr. Keeling for attending the meeting, 
listening to the complaints, and noting the matters to follow up on. 

  
11. The Old Chancel, St. Augustine’s Church, Rugeley 

 
Standing Item 
 
The Chairman read out an update from The Reverend Prebendary 
Michael J. Newman, M.A.: 
 

“I will not be attending the (next) meeting but please reassure the 
members that the procedures to close the Old Chancel for Public 
Worship are underway. 

It is possible that some people at the meeting may have been consulted 
as "interested parties" and we would ask them to return comments as 
soon as possible because if this is not done it does hold up matters.  
Once the Diocese has undertaken the local consultation the Church 
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Commissioners will undertake a further public consultation which 
includes advertising in the press.  I am not sure how long this will take, 
probably six months but please reassure people that the process, 
although slow, is clearly underway. 

Once closure is in sight then the setting up or a local trust fund 
becomes possible.” 

  
12. Mid-Staffordshire NHS Foundation Trust 

 
Deborah Neal, Head of Communications, Mid-Staffs NHS Foundation 
Trust, has provided the following update: 
 
“On 26 February 2014 the Secretary of State for Health approved the 
Trust Special Administrators’ principal recommendation, to dissolve Mid 
Staffordshire NHS Foundation Trust.  
 
The TSAs have been working closely with Maggie Oldham, Chief 
Executive of the Trust, Mark Hackett, Chief Executive of University 
Hospital of North Staffordshire NHS Trust and David Loughton CBE, 
Chief Executive of The Royal Wolverhampton Hospitals NHS Trust to 
ensure that they would be prepared to implement the dissolution of the 
Trust as quickly as possible, should the Secretary of State approve it. 
The announcement of his decision means their joint working will 
intensify over the coming months as the TSA process moves into the 
next phase.  

It is important to note that the Trust is not yet dissolved. Both Cannock 
Chase and Stafford Hospitals are operating as usual and patient 
services continue to be provided in the normal manner.  
 
The TSAs remain in charge of the Trust at this time, as required by the 
TSA process.” 
 
The TSA can be contacted at: www.tsa-msft.org.uk/contact-us or for 
confidential matters at: TSApublic@MidStaffs.nhs.uk 
 

  
13. Forward Agenda for Future Meetings 

 
Members of the public are invited to raise items at this point on the 
agenda or to take away and complete and return the forms provided for 
this purpose.  Submission of written questions in advance will ensure 
that appropriate representatives can be invited to attend meetings to 
debate the issues and answer any specific questions. 
 

  
14. Any Other Business  

 
None.   
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15. Next Meeting 

 
Monday, 23 June, 2014.  Venue: Rugeley Council Chamber.   

  
  
  
 The meeting closed at 8.10 pm. 
  

 
 
 
 

      
CHAIRMAN 


