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CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

NOTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
 

RUGELEY AND BRERETON COMMUNITY FORUM 
 

WEDNESDAY, 21 MARCH, 2012 AT 7.00PM 
 

AT COUNCIL CHAMBER, RUGELEY TOWN COUNCIL, TAYLOR’S LANE, RUGELEY 
 
 
PRESENT: Cannock Chase Councillors: 
 

Davies, D.N. (Chair) 
Jones, R. (Vice) 

 
Allt, Mrs. A. 
Easton, R. 
Grocott; M.R. 
 

Molineux, G.N. 
Williams, A. 
 
Other District Councillor(s): 
Bennett, Mrs. D. 

 
Cannock Chase Council Officers: 
 
Mr. K. Lawlor Head of Environmental Services 
Mr. S. Partridge Democratic Services Manager 
  
Representatives from the following organisations: 
 
Staffordshire Police (Sgt. A. Richards) 
Staffordshire county Council - Highways (M. Keeling) 
Staffordshire County Council (SCC Cllr. G. Martin) 
Lichfield Diocese (Archdeacon Chris Liley) 
Town / Parish Councils  
 
Approximately 20 local residents 

 

 
 
1. Apologies 

 
 Apologies for absence were received from Councillors: B. Williams; Mrs. P. Williams.   

Apologies were also submitted on behalf of A. Burley, M.P.; Insp. C. Ellerton and Sgt. J. 
Browning (Staffs. Police); Staffs. Fire & Rescue Service; Ms. V. Singleton (Staffs. Police 
Neighbourhood Watch); Mrs. P. Hadley (Crimestoppers) and a number of Town / Parish 
Councillors. 

  
2. Declarations of Interest 

 
 Cllr. M. Grocott declared that he was a Trustee of Rugeley Cricket Club. 
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3. Notes 
 

 The notes of the meeting held on 21 November, 2011 were accepted as a correct 
record. 

  
4. Matters Arising (Not Otherwise Covered on the Agenda) 

 
 There were no matters arising. 
  
5. The Old Chancel, St. Augustine’s Church, Rugeley 

 
 The Chairman welcomed The Venerable Chris Liley, Archdeacon of Lichfield, who 

spoke about the need to raise awareness of the fight to preserve the Old Chancel Ruins 
at St. Augustine’s Church.  A public meeting on 14 March, 2012, had been attended by 
approximately 80 people, and the Archdeacon’s attendance at the Forum was to try and 
further raise awareness. 
 
Although the Old Chancel Ruins formed part of the parish, and remained consecrated, 
they did not necessarily have to be retained for a religious function and could be 
developed under the Church of England’s faculty jurisdiction system.  However, 
because of the current poor state of repair, the Church’s insurer’s considered the ruins 
too dangerous for public access, and it was estimated that it would cost £72,500 just to 
repair them to a usable state and the Church simply couldn’t afford to take it on. 
 
There was a consensus of support and affection for the Old Chancel, and a broad 
ranging discussion about potential funding streams and development opportunities, 
including as an alternative wedding venue, café and / or tourist information centre.  A 
question was asked about a payment / bond paid by homebuyers in certain parts of the 
town, which it was thought was intended to support the Church / Old Chancel.  The 
Archdeacon said he thought this was a form of insurance, i.e. not intended to form an 
accruing fund, but would investigate further and see what he could ascertain. 
 
The Archdeacon was invited to speak at the next meeting of Rugeley town council, and 
the Chairman of the Forum asked him if he would also come to the next Forum meeting 
to provide an update. 

  
6. Rugeley Traders Association  

 
 Mr. Chris Green, Chairman, RTA, gave an update in respect of some of the upcoming 

and future events and activities organised and coordinated by the Rugeley Traders 
Association.  In terms of promoting the organisation and its activities, the RTA had 
established its own website (www.rugelytraders.co.uk), produced a bi-monthly 
newsletter in conjunction with Rugeley Town Council. 
 
Some of the upcoming events of note included: 
 

• 21/04/12 – St. George’s Day events 

• 05/05/12 – May Day celebrations 

• 02/06/12 – Diamond Jubilee celebrations 

• 09/06/12 – Charter Fair 
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• 08/07/12 – Rugeley by the Sea 
 
Cllr. Tony Williams questioned the accuracy of the RTA’s Minutes of its meeting of 13 
March, 2012, in which implied that Cannock Chase District Council’s budget had been 
supported by all Councillors, when, in fact, the decision had been a majority one. 

  
7. Questions for Staffordshire County Council (Highways) 

 
 Councillor Mrs. P. Williams had submitted questions on the agenda.  Mr. M. Keeling, 

Staffordshire County Council, Highways provided the following answers: 
 
Service Road to Fernwood Shops 
 

Q. When will the Highways Department address the potholes in the service road to 
the Fernwood Shops, several of which are very deep? 

 
A. Mr. Keeling had visited the service road and agreed that it was in a very poor 

state of repair.  Consequently, he had marked up larger areas for proper 
patching, rather than potholing, which weould offer a longer lasting solution.  He 
anticipated the works would be completed within 28 days. 

 
Car Parking in Crossley Stone / Sheepfair Area 
 
Q A number of cars park in the area for the whole day.  Does the County Council 

have any plans to Does the County Council have any plans to extend parking 
restrictions in the area?  

 
A Mr. Keeling advised that Cllr. R. Easton had also raised this issue and had 

requested that it be considered at the Joint Parking Committee meeting on 24 
April, 2012, with a view to the possible extension of parking restrictions on both 
sides of the junction.   

 
 Other Matters Raised for SCC Highways 

 
Cllr. R. Jones advised that he had enquired by e-mail to John Parkes in respect of litter 
on the bypass and maintenance of hedges etc, but had not yet received a response.   
 
Mr. Lawlor advised that he would address the litter issue, and asked Cllr. Jones to 
speak to him afterwards for further details. 
Mr. Keeling advised that he would follow up the other matter with Mr. Parkes. 
 
Councillors and members of the public again raised concerns about the number road 
works going on in the town and environs and were critical of the coordination of the 
related Road Traffic Orders. 
 
Mr. Keeling advised that the utility works were essential but that they had, unfortunately, 
gone on longer than intended, partly as a result of inaccurate plans detailing where the 
mains were supposed to be.  The works on Hednesford Road were due to finish by 16 
April, and there were further short term works scheduled for July. 
Mr. Keeling also advised of forthcoming scheduled works by National Grid commencing 
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on 30 March in Forge Road, then to Anson Street until 19 April, 2012. 
  
8. Questions for Staffordshire Police 

 
 Following on from the Highways issues, above, Cllr. Tony Williams enquired who was 

responsible for (i) setting / monitoring the timing sequence, and (ii) enforcing the red 
light at the temporary three-way lights at the junction of Hednesford Road / Queensway, 
as the green light for people coming off the Pear Tree estate only lasted 16 seconds.  
Consequently, a number of residents were taking chances and running the red light. 
Mr. Keeling advised that he was to have a site visit with Gas Board representatives to 
review the timings. 
 
Fencing Around Former Mineral Railway Line Bridge over Canal 
 
A resident advised that the security fencing to the bridge had been cut.  This was noted.   
 
Vandalism of New Planting Along Canal Towpath 
 
Cllr. Grocott asked if anybody who saw / knew of anything in relation to the vandalism 
could report it to the Police and / or Crimestoppers (0800 555 111).  Sgt. Richards also 
advised of alternative, non-emergency Police number: 101. 
 
Potential Abductions 
 
Sgt. Richards advised of two recent incidents where teenage girls were approached by 
drivers in an attempt to entice them into their vehicles.  Fortunately, neither got in.  The 
Police were doing everything they could to gather information. 
 
Drink and Drugs-Related Concerns 
 
A number of residents raised concerns about underage drinking and drugs use / dealing 
at various locations in Rugeley and Brereton. 
 
Sgt .Richards acknowledged the issues, but felt obliged to point out that, while clearly 
undesirable and a nuisance, the scale of the problems weren’t yet “serious”.  
Nonetheless, the Police continued to take action where they were able and would be 
stepping up action against shop keepers selling alcohol to underage persons, and proxy 
buying for underage drinkers. 
 
Operation Matrix 
 
Sgt. Richards confirmed that Operation Matrix would be continuing. 

  
8. Staffordshire Fire and Rescue Services 

 
 No questions had been submitted in advance of the meeting for the Fire and Rescue 

Services, consequently no representative had been sent to the meeting.   
 
No other matters were raised for referral back to the Fire and Rescue Service. 
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9. Any Other Business 
  
 Portas Pilots Funding 

 
Mr. Green advised that the Rugeley Traders Association intended to submit a bid for up 
to £100K from the above pot.  The theme of the bid would be “What Rugeley means to 
me”. 
 
Chaseley Road Residents 
 
A number of residents expressed their concern at a note that had been circulated by 
Mrs. P. Hadley in respect of a fence to be erected around the cricket field along part of 
Chaseley Road.  Residents felt that the note was misrepresentative of the facts and, 
further, implied that the matter was to be discussed at the Forum and Mrs. Hadley 
would be there to discuss it.  In fact, Mrs. Hadley had submitted her apologies, and had 
subsequently advised that upon further investigation her initial interpretation of the facts 
about the type and location of the fence were inaccurate. 

  
10. Next Meeting 
  
 The Forum was asked to note the date of the next meeting as Monday, 11 June, 2012 

at the Rose Theatre and Community Centre, unless notified to the contrary. 
  
11. Forward Agenda for Future Meetings 
  
 The Chairman reminded those present that pro formas were attached to their agendas 

for questions / items to be raised at the next meeting.   
 

  
 The meeting closed at 8.15 pm. 
  

 
 
 

      
CHAIRMAN 


