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CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 

 
CANNOCK COMMUNITY FORUM 

 
NOTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 

 
MONDAY, 6 NOVEMBER 2006 

 
IN THE BALLROOM, CIVIC CENTRE, CANNOCK 

 
 

PRESENT: Cannock Chase Council Forum Members
  
 Councillors: 
   
  Freeman, M.P. (Chairman) 

Faulkner, B. (Vice-Chairman) 
  
 Alcott, G. 

Allen, F.W.C. 
Bennett, Mrs. D.J. 
Dixon, D.I. 

Kraujalis, J.T. 
Morgan, C.W.J. 
Thomas, D. 

  
 Cannock Chase Council Officers
  
 Mr. W.L. Trigg (Deputy Chief Executive) 

Mr. T. Walsh (Parks and Open Spaces Manager) 
Mrs. W. Rowe (Senior Committee Officer) 

  
 Also Present
  
 Mr. J. Debens (Staffordshire County Council) 
 Gemma Durie (Trading Standards) 
 Representatives from the Press 
 Local Residents (approximately 30) 
  
(Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs. M.A. Davis, C. Mitchell and J. Toth). 
 

1. Notes 
  
 The Notes of the meeting held on 7 August 2006 were agreed as a correct record. 
  
 Arising from consideration of the notes Councillor B. Faulkner provided the Forum with an 

update on the item discussed at the previous meeting relating to road safety/traffic 
volume/parking problems, Wolverhampton Road, Newhall Street, Victoria Street, Cannock.  He 
explained that he had been involved in assessing the area along with David Steptoe, the County 
Council Officer and PC Haywood, from Staffordshire Police.  Following this, David Steptoe had 
been working on developing a suitable scheme for the area. 

  
 Councillor Faulkner stated that an informal meeting was to be arranged at Cannock Social Club 

to explain the proposed scheme.  All interested parties would be invited to attend the meeting 
and anyone interested in attending should contact either Councillor Faulkner or David Steptoe. 
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 It was explained that a further update would be provided at the next meeting of the Forum. 
  
 A resident made particular reference to a recent incident of a vehicle mounting the pavement in 

Newhall Street and driving at speed nearly causing an accident to a pedestrian. 
  
2. Staffordshire County Council Trading Standards 
  
 Gemma Durie, a representative from Trading Standards, provided the Forum with details of the 

services provided by Trading Standards.  These included:- 
  
 •  Consumer Advice Department 
 •  Fraud Special Investigation Team – Rogue Traders 
 •  Food Safety 
 •  Community Safety Team 
 •  Trader Register 
 •  Volunteer Scheme (Watchdog) 
  
 Leaflets and contact details were available for anyone interested. 
  
3. Items Requested at Previous Meeting 
  
 (i) Police Issue – Section 30’s and their impact on areas 
  
  Staffordshire Police had indicated that a representative would be attending the Forum to 

deal with this issue.  However, as no representative was present it was agreed that the 
item be deferred to the next meeting of the Forum.  Forum Members requested that 
Staffordshire Police be advised that the Forum was concerned that an officer did not 
attend the meeting to deal with this issue. 

  
 (ii) Proposed Health Centre at Cardinal Way – Impact on Feasty Lane 
  
  Les Trigg, the Deputy Chief Executive, explained that as John Heminsley, the Planning 

Services Manager, was unable to attend the Forum he had provided a briefing note.  Les 
Trigg read out the note which stated:- 

  
  “A track called Feasty Lane, crossing Cannock Park from Stafford Road to Old 

Penkridge Road, is named on some large scale Ordnance Survey maps dating from 
before 1970.  It doesn’t exist anymore on the ground as a continuous track and is 
not recorded as a public right of way on the Definitive Map of rights of way produced 
by Staffordshire County Council acting as highway authority.  It therefore doesn’t 
have any legal status as a public right of way. 

  
  We have not received a planning application from the PCT for a health centre but 

we do expect to receive one in the next few weeks and if we do it will be given wide 
publicity.  The site we understand they wish to submit an application on is Council 
owned land at the western end of Cardinal Way and doesn’t include any land which 
comprised any part of the former route of Feasty Lane”. 

  
  The representatives of Friends of Cannock Park explained that they had been involved in 

trying to get Feasty Lane recognised and had submitted a right of way application to 
Staffordshire County Council.  There was a row of old oak trees running along the length 
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of the Lane which they considered should be protected by Tree Preservation Orders.  
They felt that the development of the health centre at the site would have an impact on the 
Lane. 

  
  The Chairman stated that it would be beneficial if a meeting was arranged within the next 

few weeks to discuss this matter further.  He would attend along with Les Trigg, Deputy 
Chief Executive, John Heminsley, Planning Services Manager and two local residents – 
Christine Salmon and Gordon Taylor. 

  
 (iii) Security Guard for Cannock Park 
  
  Tom Walsh, Parks and Open Spaces Manager, advised that the Council’s Commercial 

Services operate with Security at the golf course and leisure centre.  Enquiries by 
Glendale were ongoing with the same Security Contractor to ascertain if duties could be 
extended to cover security at Cannock Park. 

  
  Concern was expressed that Cannock Park was not already included in the security 

arrangements for the golf course and leisure centre. 
  
  Les Trigg explained that Cannock Park was included in the Glendale Contract and 

responsibility for security was included in their contract.  There was a requirement for 
Parks staff to monitor anti-social behaviour and take appropriate action and the Friends of 
Cannock Park had received details on this in relation to a previous Forum question.  The 
golf course and leisure centre were not included in the Glendale Contract and the Council 
makes alternative arrangements for security. 

  
  Further concern was expressed that this issue had been ongoing for at least a number of 

years without a resolution. 
  
  Arising from the discussions a question was raised regarding the golf course being used 

outside the normal opening hours and the effect this had on the public liability insurance.  
The Chairman asked Tom Walsh to speak to the Leisure Operations Manager regarding 
this issue. 

  
 (iv) Update on the Closure of Children’s Home in Old Penkridge Road and Future Plans 

for the Land and an Update on the Walsall Road Children’s Home 
  
  The Chairman advised that John Debens, the County Council representative, would be 

dealing with this issue.  He stated that John Debens would soon be retiring and expressed 
thanks for his attendance at Forum Meetings and wished him a long and happy retirement. 

  
  Local residents requested John Debens to express their thanks to the County Council for 

retaining the 875 bus service. 
  
  With regard to the Children’s Home in Old Penkridge Road, John Debens advised that 

consultation was currently taking place to determine whether there was any use internally 
for the building, if not, it would be disposed of for development. 

  
  The Walsall Road Children’s Home was subject to a Private Finance Initiative and there 

were a number of issues still to be resolved.  There were also a number of internal 
alterations required to be made to the building in order to make it fit for purpose.  It was 
intended that this would be completed April 2007.  It was intended to consult residents 
with regard to the proposals and anyone interested should contact Liz Kelay on telephone 
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01785 277091. 
  
 (v) The Lack of Bus Services to the Orbital Centre 
  
  John Debens reported that at the beginning of the year there was a bus service from 

Cannock town centre to the Orbital Centre which had been funded by developer 
contributions.  However, the service had not been used sufficiently and it was decided to 
suspend the service until demand had increased. 

  
  Should anyone wish to discuss this issue they should contact James Warman on 

telephone 01785 276740. 
  
4. Closure of Bus Lay-bys in the District – Question from Councillor G. Alcott 
  
 John Debens advised that since installing the lay-bys transportation priorities had changed from 

car travel to Green Travel (i.e. public transport).  He explained that quality bus routes had been 
negotiated between the bus companies and Staffordshire County Council.  This involved a 
Working Party which included the District Council. 

  
 Councillor Alcott thanked John Debens for the response.  However, he explained that the lay-

bys he was referring to, which were located in Pye Green Road (between Edward Street and 
Albert Street) and Cannock Road, Chadsmoor (opposite Sankey Road) had been installed in the 
interests of road safety and no consultation had taken place with regard to their removal.  Traffic 
blocks were now caused due to the buses having nowhere to pull in.  Councillor Alcott 
suggested that a letter be forwarded to the County Council requesting that these two lay-bys be 
reinstated in the interests of road safety and other road users. 

  
5. Forward Agenda for Future Meetings 
  
 The following items were requested for inclusion on the agenda for the next meeting:- 
  
 •  Update on Health Centre proposal – request that a Senior Officer from the PCT attend. 
  
 •  Road Safety/Traffic Volume/Parking Problems – Wolverhampton Road/Newhall Street, 

Victoria Street, Cannock – Update on Proposed Traffic Scheme. 
  
 •  Section 30’s and their impact on areas. 
  
 •  Alcohol Restriction Orders – report on numbers of people caught. 
  
 •  Problems with regard to the volume of traffic on the A4601 through Cannock. 
  
6. Dates of Future Meetings 
  
 The following dates of future meetings of the Forum were noted:- 
  
 29 January 2007 
 8 May 2007 
  
  
  CHAIRMAN  
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