
CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

NOTES OF THE  MEETING OF THE 
 

CANNOCK COMMUNITY FORUM 
 

MONDAY, 29 JANUARY 2007 AT 7.00 P.M. 
 

IN THE BALLROOM, CIVIC CENTRE, BEECROFT ROAD, CANNOCK 
 
 

PRESENT:           Councillors: 
 

Faulkner, B. (Vice-Chairman in the Chair) 
 

 Alcottt, G.  Mitchell, C.  
 Allen, F. W. C.  Morgan, C. W. J.  
 Bennett, Mrs. D. J.  Thomas, D.  
 Davis, Mrs. M. A.  Toth, J.  
 Kraujalis, J. T.    
     

  
 Other Councillors Present: 
  
 Councillor Mrs. P. A. Ansell 

 
 Cannock Chase Council Officers: 

  
Mr. W. L. Trigg, (Deputy Chief Executive) 
Mr. T. Walsh (Parks and Open Spaces Manager) 
Mrs. C. Bowker, (Committee Officer) 
 

 Also Present
 
Mr. G. Hunt (Partnership District Officer Staffordshire County Council) 
Inspector M. Derrick (Staffordshire Police) 
P. C. John Waines (Staffordshire Police) 
R. E. Lee (Staffordshire Ambulance Service) 
Representatives from the Press 
Local Residents (approximately 50) 
 

(Apologies for absence were received from Councillor M. P. Freeman (Chairman) and Geraint Griffiths 
from South Staffordshire PCT) 
 
Prior to the commencement of the meeting the Deputy Chief Executive informed Mr. J. Ingram that his 
letter requesting issues to be raised at the Forum had only been received by the Council on 26 January 
2007.   Due to the short timescale Tom Walsh would speak to him directly on certain matters and those 
issues that could not be dealt with would be answered by letter. 
 
The Chairman informed the Forum that the agenda order would be changed to allow the Police issues 
raised to be considered first to allow P C John Waines to carry on with his duties. 
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1. Notes 
   
 Arising from consideration of the Notes, Councillor G. Alcott informed the Forum that 

regarding the removal of lay-bys on the Pye Green Road he had liaised with the bus 
company and they had informed him that they had not been consulted on this matter.  He 
was also concerned that Cannock Chase Council had not been consulted on this issue either. 

  
 The Notes of the meeting held on 6 November 2006 were agreed as a correct record. 
  
2. Price Street, Cannock – Anti Social Behaviour/Vandalism Problems (request for 

additional street lighting/installation of CCTV and blocking off the street 
  
 Inspector Matt Derrick informed the Forum that Price Street was used as a thoroughfare from 

the town centre and the Police were aware of the anti social behaviour that occurred.  
Improvement to the CCTV would be a bonus but improvement was needed to the lighting first 
as visibility was poor. 

  
Mr. G. Hunt, Partnership District Officer, Staffordshire County Council explained that he had 
spoken to the Highways Department at the County and that Price Street had been included in 
the work programme for 2007/08 and improvements to its street lighting would be carried out 
within the next 12 months. 
 
The matter of yellow lines would be reviewed but this would take some time.  It was possible 
that yellow lines may be removed from one side of the road or alternatively a resident parking 
scheme could be introduced. 
 
Residents stated that their cars were being vandalised and that gangs of youths kicked 
footballs and cans about in the street.  They also raised concern regarding parking tickets 
that had been issued to residents.  Inspector Derrick explained that the Police had to enforce 
the law.  He considered a compromise step forward would be a residents parking scheme. 
 

 The Forum was informed that blocking off the road could take years to achieve and that was 
if there were no objections. 

  
Mr. R. Lee from the Staffordshire Ambulance Service requested that when roads were closed 
they were informed as this did not always happen.  
 

3. Items requested at Previous Meeting: 
  
 (i) Section 30’s and their impact on areas
  
 The Police reported that Section 30’s played an essential role in controlling anti social 

behaviour.  There were currently Section 30’s in Rugeley and Cannock and these were 
reviewed every six months.  Section 30’s allowed those causing a problem through drinking 
to be moved out of an area rather than allowing people to move from pub to pub. 

  
A Section 30 order had not been renewed in Hednesford as there had been a considerable 
reduction in crime. 
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 (ii) Alcohol Restriction Orders – report on the numbers of people caught
  
  P. C. John Waines explained that the Police were allowed to seize and dispose of any 

alcohol from those drinking it in public places and considered the legislation to be extremely 
valuable.   The Orders had played an important part in solving the problem of those drinking 
in such areas as St. Luke’s Church grounds and Cannock Park.  The actual number of 
people caught drinking alcohol was not recorded. 
 

 The Friends of Cannock Park thanked the Police for seizing alcohol from those drinking it in 
the Park. 

  
4. Litter Problems – Mill Street, Cannock 
  
 Tom Walsh, Parks and Open Spaces Manager, informed the Forum that the two sites 

concerned where there was a litter problem were on private land.  He had referred the matter 
to Environmental Health who had written to both parties.  One of the businesses in question 
no longer operated from that site and the head office had been contacted to get the problem 
resolved. 

  
 The resident who had raised the issue was also concerned about the amount of litter that was 

being built up in the laurel hedge at the side of Morrisons and that this would attract vermin.  
Tom Walsh reported that he would investigate this problem and Morrisons would be 
contacted. 
 
The Police explained that they had powers to deal with those dropping litter, but they needed 
to be caught in the act.  It was an issue taken less seriously by the courts. 
 

5. Testing of Headstones 
 

 The Chairman read out the following statement regarding the Testing of Headstones 
  

“As many of you will be aware, the safety testing of headstones was completed last 
year in Cannock Chase. 
 
The testing followed a Local Authority Circular that was published by the Health and 
Safety Executive and which highlighted the increasing attention that burial authorities 
must apply to the risks surrounding memorial stability in cemeteries. 
 
To date, there have been six fatalities and 60 reported incidents of injury involving 
headstones and memorials in the last five years. 
 
This concern, allied with the Health and Safety at Work Act and the Occupiers 
Liability Act, places a statutory duty on local authorities to ensure all of its cemeteries 
are as safe as is reasonably practicable for all employees and members of the 
public. 
 
We appreciate that this is a particularly sensitive issue and so are doing all we can to 
try and avoid any distress to the families concerned. 
 
If you have a headstone in Cannock Cemetery, Wolseley Road Cemetery, or one of 
the 6 closed churchyards which the Council is responsible for, you need to check if 
the headstone has been tested and whether you have received notification of the 
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outcome.  
 
If you have received notification, or are not sure what the outcome of the test was 
and need further advice please speak to the officers outside the main hall who will 
have the following information available.  
 
FAQ’s 
Memorial Application Forms to arrange repair 
List of Approved Memorial Masons” 

 
 The Forum expressed concern with respect to how the headstones were initially tested.  

Councillor Allen was of the opinion that the Council as landlord of the cemetery had a 
responsibility for any structural deficiency therein.  A petition of more than 2,000 names had 
been presented to the Council requesting better support for owners of headstones failing the 
test.  He considered that the Cabinet should set aside some money in the budget to assist 
with headstones and memorials that had failed the test and those that failed when next 
tested. 

  
6. Update on Health Centre Proposal 
   
 The Forum was informed that a telephone call had been received that day on behalf of 

Geraint Griffiths from South Staffordshire PCT submitting his apologies as he was unable to 
attend the Forum. The PCT had explained that an update on the Health Centre proposal 
would be forwarded to the Council within the next 7 days and that this could then be 
forwarded to Members. 
 
The Forum asked that the Chief Executive or Deputy Chief Executive write to the PCT on 
their behalf expressing their dissatisfaction that the PCT were not represented at the meeting 
to provide the update requested. 
 

 The Deputy Chief Executive explained that no plans for the Health Centre had been 
submitted. 
 
It was requested that this item be placed on the agenda for the next meeting and that a 
representative from the South Staffordshire PCT be invited to attend. 

  
7.  Problems with regard to the volume of traffic on the A4601 through Cannock 
  
 Graham Hunt explained that the Avon Road had a permanent traffic monitoring station.  

Traffic levels had peaked in 2003 when 22,000 vehicles had been monitored in a 24 hour 
period and then had dropped in 2004/05 to 14,000, although they had now increased to 
17,000. 

  
There were four sets of synchronised traffic lights on the Avon Road which may lead to a 
greater perception of traffic congestion than there actually was, but the situation would 
continue to be monitored to pin point any specific problems. 

  
 Residents were of the opinion that cars were using nearby streets rather than using the Avon 

Road and were causing congestion problems on those roads. 
 

 Councillor D. Thomas explained that there was a continual stream of nose to tail traffic and 
he considered the Asda store was the main cause of this problem. 
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Councillor Toth informed the Forum that in the Cannock South Ward there was a major 
problem with pollution along the A5 between Longford Island and the new Ramada Hotel and 
that slower moving traffic caused more pollution and that the pollution levels along the Avon 
Road should also be monitored. 

  
 Graham Hunt informed the Forum that he would report their concerns back to the County 

Council Highways Department and would provide a further report to a future meeting of the 
Forum. 

  
8. Road Safety/Traffic Volume/Parking Problems – Wolverhampton Road/Newhall 

Street/Victoria Street, Cannock – update on proposed Traffic Scheme 
  
 Councillor B. Faulkner explained that a meeting had been held with residents, David Steptoe 

and David Butfield from the County Council.  He had today spoken to David Steptoe and he 
was liaising with Nick Miller at the Highways Department with respect to the proposal to make 
Wolverhampton Road and Newhall Street a one way system.  This would go out for extensive 
consultation and this should be carried out in the near future.  He pointed out that due to 
legislation requirements it would take some 9-12 months before anything could be done. 

  
 Residents expressed concern that the Police were taking no action with respect to those 

parking illegally.  Inspector Derrick informed the Forum that during one week the Police 
Community Support Officers had issued 50 parking tickets and the situation would continue 
to be monitored when resources allowed.  

  
7.  Update on Leisure Village Proposal 
  
 Mr. Les Trigg, Deputy Chief Executive, explained that there was no update to report on the 

Leisure Village Proposal.  Public consultation meetings had been held in early December 
2006. 

  
 The Council could not take the proposal forward until a decision on the sale of the Stadium 

had been made. 
 
Councillor D. Bennett informed the Forum that at the meeting of the Culture and Sport Select 
Committee to be held on 13 March 2007 she had requested, as Chairman, that only the 
Leisure Village and Blake School would be on the agenda.  The meeting was to be held in 
the Esperance Room at 4.00 p.m. and the public were able to attend this meeting to listen to 
what was being discussed. 
 
The Friends of Cannock Park expressed concern with respect to the Charity land and that the 
issue would need to be considered by the Trustees to the Charity in addition to the Council.   
 

 Concern was expressed that if the facilities at the Stadium were moved to Blake and Cardinal 
Griffin Schools a 6 lane track would be built rather than the 8 lane which was currently 
provided and this would be of no use to athletic clubs.  The view was expressed that the 
sports facilities if moved should be replaced with ‘like for like’. 
 
It was reported that Councillor N. Stanley, the Leader of the Council, had been requested to 
attend the Forum on more than one occasion but was not present.   
 
The Forum raised concern with respect to the proposal to move the Council Offices, the 
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Prince of Wales Theatre and a multi storey car park to the Cannock Park site. 
 
The Deputy Chief Executive explained that full consultation would take place with all 
concerned. 
 

8.  Forward Agenda for Future Meetings 
  
 The Chairman informed the Forum that forms were available for completion for those wishing 

to have items included on the agenda for the next meeting. 
 
An update on the Health Centre proposal would be included on the agenda and a Senior 
Officer from the PCT would be requested to attend. 
 

9.  Dates of Future Meetings 
  

It was noted that the next meeting of the Forum would be held on 14 May 2007.  It was 
requested that the meeting be held at an earlier date, possibly in April, but the Forum was 
informed that meetings could not held in the purda period prior to an election. 
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