
CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

NOTES OF THE  MEETING OF THE 
 

CANNOCK COMMUNITY FORUM 
 

MONDAY, 14 MAY 2007 AT 7.00 P.M. 
 

IN THE BALLROOM, CIVIC CENTRE, BEECROFT ROAD, CANNOCK 
 
 

PRESENT:           Councillors: 
 

Freeman, M.P. (Chairman) 
 

 Faulkner, B.    
  
 Other Councillor Present: 
  
 Councillor Mrs. A. Bernard 

 
 Cannock Chase Council Officers: 
  

Mr. W. L. Trigg, Deputy Chief Executive 
Mrs. W. Rowe, Senior Committee Officer 
 

 Also Present
 
Mr. K. Skerman, Interim Director of Performance, Staffordshire County Council 
Mr. P. Smith, District Director, Staffordshire County Council 
Mr. S. Poynor, Chief Executive, South Staffordshire PCT 
Mr. G. Hunt, Partnership District Officer, Staffordshire County Council 
Police Community Support Officers representing Staffordshire Police 
Mr. M. Drayton, Community Engagement Officer 
Representatives from the Press 
Local Residents (approximately 20) 
 

(Apologies for absence were received from Councillors G. Alcott, F.W.C. Allen, Mrs. M.A. Davis, D.I. 
Dixon, J.T. Kraujalis, C. Mitchell, C.W.J. Morgan, D. Thomas and J. Toth, Geraint Griffiths from South 
Staffordshire PCT and R.E. Lee from Staffordshire Ambulance Service). 
 
Prior to the commencement of the meeting the Chairman read out the following statement: 
 
“The Council is about to embark on a major consultation exercise in connection with the future planning 
of the District from now until 2026.  We would like as many people as possible to take the opportunity to 
comment on the issues and options.  In addition to presentations/seminars with parishes, community 
groups and landowners/developers there will be a travelling exhibition which will visit 8 locations in the 
District.  Details of the three documents which are the subject of the consultation together with the dates, 
times and venues for the exhibitions are on the sheet headed “Cannock Chase Local Development 
Framework” available to take away with you tonight”. 
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1. Notes 
   
 Arising from consideration of the notes, Mr Middlehurst, a local resident outlined the problems 

being experienced in St Luke’s Church grounds with empty beer cans and bottles.  He had 
been advised by a Police Officer that the policing of Alcohol Restriction Orders ceased at 
10.00 p.m. and he sought clarification regarding this.  The Police Community Support Officer 
(PCSO) explained that the town centre was a designated area where the consumption of 
alcohol was prohibited.  PCSO’s were allowed to remove alcohol from people within the 
designated area.  With regard to the policing ceasing at 10.00 p.m. she advised that PCSO’s 
only worked until 10.00 p.m. and this may be why the Police Officer made the comment.  She 
confirmed that the St Luke’s Church area was visited regularly but Officers could only be in 
one place at a time and after 10.00 p.m. more serious incidents may have to be dealt with. 

  
 It was agreed that this item be placed on the agenda for the next meeting with a request that 

Inspector Matt Derrick attend to clarify this matter. 
  
 The Notes of the meeting held on 29 January 2007 were agreed as a correct record. 
  
2. Item from Previous Meeting – Update on the Health Centre at Cardinal Way, Cannock 
  
 Mr. S. Poynor, the Chief Executive of South Staffordshire PCT advised that discussions had 

taken place regarding the development of a Health Centre at a meeting of the Health Select 
Committee.  All the proposals were taken to the Trust Board and, following a significant 
debate, the Board had approved the proposal for the development of a Health Centre in 
Cannock as put forward by the previous PCT.  The proposal was subject to the acquisition of 
a suitable site and obtaining planning permission by September.  It was anticipated that a 
planning application would be submitted some time this week. 

  
 Maureen Freeman, Friends of Cannock Park, requested Mr. Poynor to respond to the 

following issues:  
  
 1.  A press release in March 2007 had advised that extensive consultation had taken 

place with the public regarding the proposed Health Centre development.  She 
sought confirmation over where, when and it what form the consultation had taken 
place.  Mr. Poynor advised that he understood that the consultation regarding the 
preferred site was undertaken by the previous PCT.   

  
 2.  At a Community Forum meeting in June 2005, Marian Rogerson had advised that 

a Health Centre Steering Group would be formed and the names of a number of 
people wishing to attend these meetings were put forward.  She was not aware 
that Steering Group meetings had taken place as no invitation had been extended 
to those who had put their names forward.  Mr. Poynor advised that he had only 
been appointed as Chief Executive in October 2006 and he was unaware of what 
had been discussed previously.   

  
 3.  Reference was made to comments in the local press that the land the proposed 

Health Centre was to be built upon was “derelict” and would be regenerated.  She 
sought clarification regarding this and requested the definition of the word 
“derelict” as this was strongly disputed. 
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 4.  Confirmation on the number of parking spaces required for the Health Centre was 
sought.  Mr. Poynor stated that, from memory, in accordance with planning 
guidelines, 40 car parking spaces had been outlined.  Concern was raised over 
the differing numbers that had been put forward regarding the number of car 
parking spaces required.  A letter had been forwarded to Marian Rogerson in May 
2005 by Recorded Delivery expressing concerns over car parking and no reply 
had been received.   

   
 5. Confirmation was requested as to whether the PCT was aware that Charity land 

was involved within the land proposed for the Health Centre.   
   
 Mr. Poynor stated that he would provide Mrs. Freeman a written response to all the questions 

raised by the Friends of Cannock Park within 7 days. 
  
 Following a debate regarding the siting of the proposed Health Centre and the provision of 

health services Mr. Poynor agreed to walk the proposed site with Members of the Friends of 
Cannock Park following the meeting. 

   
 Friends of Cannock Park considered that an appropriate response to the questions raised 

would be required before planning permission was granted. 
  
3. Closure of Homes for the Elderly (in particular the Davy Unit) 
  
 Keith Skerman, Staffordshire County Council, advised that the plans for the closure of the 

homes for the elderly was a separate matter to the proposals for the Davy Unit and he would 
therefore deal with them separately. 

  
 He stated that public consultation was to be undertaken in various forms over the proposals 

for the County Council’s care homes.  Consultation with residents and their families would be 
carried out by a specialist independent consultation agency, Agencia.  Information regarding 
the proposals could be found on the County Council’s website (www.staffordshire.gov.uk).  
Agencia would be consulting with residents and relatives on three options: 

  
 1. The County Council maintains the status quo. 
  
 2. The County Council closes some of its care homes and keeps some open. 
  
 3. The County Council closes all of its care homes and provide all care home services in 

the independent sector and increase care services in individuals’ homes to allow them 
to maintain their independence. 

  
 The County considered that adequate and good residential care could be provided by 

independent care homes. 
  
 Consultation would last until the end of July and Agencia would be producing a final report 

setting out the feedback for the Social Care and Health Directorate by the end of August and 
a decision would be made in due course. 

  
 Concern was raised regarding the consultation over the proposals to close the care homes.  

In response, Mr. Skerman assured the Forum that consultation meetings would be chaired by 
the independent agency and consultation may be on an individual basis if necessary. 
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 With regard to the respite care currently provided he advised that there would be no reduction 
in the service as an alternative provision would be provided which would adequately meet the 
needs of users.  The Forum noted that respite care was important to both the users and the  
carers. 

  
 The County Council would be reviewing and modernising all the day care centres following 

consultation with users and their families in the Autumn. The Chase Day Centre would be 
affected by the proposals.  The County would be working with the PCT and District Council’s 
in order to provide local schemes for older people. 

  
 Mr. Skerman explained that it was not intended to close the Davy Unit.  Consultation would 

be undertaken with the PCT in order to modernise the Davy Unit to enable better facilities to 
be offered.  All of those involved would be kept fully informed and discussions with users 
would take place. 

  
 Concern was raised regarding the potential closure of the Langbourn Care Home as a 

significant amount of money had recently been spent on improvements.  Mr. Skerman 
explained that in the long term all care homes would need to provide full en-suite facilities in 
every room.  As Langbourn was built in the 1970’s it would be inefficient and expensive to 
make these alterations.  The recent improvements had been necessary so that fire safety 
measures were adhered to. 

  
 Mr. Skerman stated that it was anticipated that the demand for residential care in the future 

would be significantly reduced as the aim was for more people to remain in their own homes. 
  
5. Why are Services which were recently provided at Cannock Hospital now provided at 

Stafford Hospital? 
  
 Mrs. Ethel Powell, League of Friends, raised concern over services reducing and wards 

closing at Cannock Hospital and also had concern over the proposals for the Davy Unit. 
  
 Mr. Poynor explained that Mid Staffordshire Hospital had worked hard to move services from 

Stafford to Cannock and there was currently only one empty ward at Cannock Hospital.  He 
assured the Forum that the Health Service had no plans to close or reduce the services 
provided at the Davy Unit. 

  
6. Forward Agenda for Future Meetings 
  
 The Chairman sought items to be included on the agenda for the next meeting.  In addition to 

the item regarding Alcohol Restriction Orders ceasing at 10.00 p.m., the following items were 
requested:- 

  
 •  Indiscriminate parking in streets in the district, particular reference to parking by 

hospital visitors in Brunswick Road. 
  
 •  Litter problem in Mill Street and confirmation of the responsibility for the hedge by 

Morrisons. 
  
 •  Parking by Cardinal Griffin School into Westbourne Avenue. 
  
 •  Update on Road Traffic Measures in Wolverhampton Road and surrounding streets. 
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 •  Update on testing of headstones, graves and memorials. 
  
7. Dates of Future Meetings 
  
 It was noted that meetings of the Forum would be held as follows:- 
  
 •  Monday, 2 July, 2007 
 •  Monday, 17 September, 2007 
 •  Monday, 10 December, 2007 
 •  Monday, 31 March, 2008 
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