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Briefing Note of: Head of Policy 
and Head of 
Environmental 
Services  

Contact Officer: Natasha 
Swan/Kevin 
Lawlor 

Telephone No: 4412/6815 
 

CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 

SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 

20 NOVEMBER 2012 

UPDATE ON CANNOCK PARK  

 

1 Purpose of Briefing note 

 
1.1 To update Members on issues in Cannock Park discussed previously by this 

committee at its meeting on 10 September 2012. 

 

2 Key Issues  

 
2.1      Members were advised in their meeting on 10 September 2012 that Council 

officers from both the Parks and Open Spaces and Community Safety 
sections of the Council had met and agreed that a protocol would be 
developed, detailing how various issues, including ASB; would be managed 
within Cannock Park and how these issues should be dealt with and 
responded to by various departments of the Council and/or partner agencies 
as appropriate. A multi agency meeting was held on 3 October 2012 which 
was attended by Council Officers, all Park Attendants (i.e. Cannock, 
Hednesford and Rugeley) and Police Officers. The purpose of the meeting 
was to enable the Council’s various departments and partner agencies to gain 
an understanding of their respective roles and responsibilities and to develop 
a protocol described above. A number of issues were raised at the meeting 
including an offer of a training provision by the Police to the Park Attendants 
on dealing with and managing ASB issues and situations. A further meeting 
was to be arranged between the Park Attendants and PCSOs to work through 
a number of scenarios collectively and, in doing this, it would help them to 
understand what response would be provided by each agency.  Furthermore, 
it would confirm how information should be exchanged and escalated within 
and between agencies in relation to issues within Cannock Park. Following the 
completion of the above actions a draft protocol will be produced by the group 
for further consideration and approval. Additionally, and similar to other Parks 
across the District, Cannock Park would also become a designated Police 
Outpost creating regular Police presence within the Park thereby, enabling 
enhanced partnership working between the Council and Police.  
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2.2      Members were also advised at the meeting on 10 September 2012 that 
certain areas of the District have been declared as Designated Public Places, 
these areas include Cannock Park. In areas which are classed as a 
Designated Public Place the Police have discretionary powers to prevent 
alcohol being consumed in public. Cannock Chase Council, in conjunction with 
the Police, have undertaken the required procedure to deem Cannock Park a 
Designated Public Place and have also installed signs which advise that 
alcohol should not be consumed within the Park.  

 

3 Relationship to Corporate Priorities 

 
3.1 This report supports the Council’s Corporate Priority of an improved living 

environment and the service aim ‘working with partners to improve the impact 
and perceptions of crime and in particular Anti-Social Behaviour’. 

 

4 Background  

 
4.1    At its meeting on 10 September 2012 Members of this committee discussed 

issues relating to Cannock Park and requested that council officers provide an 
update to the committee at this meeting. 

4.2    Members were advised that various meetings in July 2012 and August 2012 
were held between officers of Cannock Chase Council and the Local Policing 
Team regarding issues and incidents in Cannock Park. At these meetings it 
was agreed that a protocol would be developed to gain an understanding of 
each partners’ respective roles and responsibilities in both the management of 
the Cannock Park site and facilities and how various issues, including ASB, 
would be dealt with. 

 

5 Implications 

 
5.1      ASB incidents and issues in Cannock Park have reduced compared to earlier 

in the year because of various actions taken by Cannock Chase Community 
Safety Partners. It is proposed that when the protocol is completed it will be 
developed so that it can then also be adopted across the district to its other 
managed parks.   

 

6         Appendices 

 None 
 
Background Papers Scrutiny meeting 12 July and 10 September 2012 
 


