
             Bower Lane Residents Questions for the Rugeley Forum 03/03/2008 
 
1. Kerbing and Footpath Renewal Bower lane (Highways) 
 
During 2007 residents of Bower lane were informed by Highways on two occasions that 
kerbing and footpath resurfacing was needed and would take place. We understand from 
our meeting in December that funds are not available for the much needed widening 
scheme along the Northern half, however we would like to know when the much needed 
minor works to repair and level the footpath and install kerbing will commence ? 
 
2. Speeding Local Residents (Police) 
 
During 2007 residents informed Rugeley NPU of the daily problems with speeding 
motorists in particular between 0630-0930 and 1700-1900. We would like the police to 
attend during these times instead of during the afternoon. We believe a police presence 
would be of great benefit as apart from the late night traffic these commuters create the 
most danger and noise. Will Rugeley NPU please reconsider the time of day that they 
attend? 
 
3. Camera van (Staffordshire Safety Camera Van Partnership) 
 
Following several years of increasing accidents a dozen residents volunteered to staff a 
Speed watch in Bower lane. Rugeley NPU opened a file and have deployed two Police 
Officers as well as Special Constables and PCSO’s on around thirty occasions in Bower 
lane throughout 2007. Highways have improved signage. The Safety van only attended 
three times during June. Residents would like a representative from the Partnership to 
attend to explain why they are not willing to attend even occasionally especially when 
they drive down Bower lane at least once every other week on their way to the A51 and 
when considering it is most definitely a community concern site? 
 
4. Road Sweeping (Development Services/Highways) 
 
The Northern carriageway (next to the grass verge) has been repeatedly ignored by the 
Burntwood road sweeper season after season, year after year since the current schedules 
were put in place some years ago. Residents have telephoned four times a year for them 
to return to sweep it, which they then do. With regards to monitoring their work what 
checks are in place and why has this repeatedly occurred? 
 
5. Community Liaison Group and Road Sweeping (Cemex) 
 
Since the increase in Lorries and the addition of the articulated vehicles the councils four 
sweeps are clearly not managing to keep the lane clean as can currently be seen. Sand, 
Gravel from the quarry and soil from the Stafford Brook road verges is deposited daily 
and then washes down and across the lane. When will Cemex who operate the Stafford 
Brook road quarry be setting up their community liaison group as requested by 
Councillor Davies at the last forum and would it be possible for them to arrange 



sweeping of Bower lane in between the council’s four sweeps a year to try to keep the 
mineral deposits along the lane to a minimum? 
 
6. Wolsely Park Estates Hedgerow along Bower lane (Stafford Borough 
council/Highways/Mr Till) 
 
Residents of Bower lane are very keen to see the height and width of the hawthorn 
hedgerow reduced along the lane from Pump lane down to the A51. This issue was 
highlighted in the 2006 Liberal Democrat Talkback and is unresolved. The height of the 
hedge now deprives most properties of sunlight and warmth late in the afternoon for a 
large part of the year. It prevents Glendale maintaining some of the verge and prevents 
residents enjoying the spectacular view we once had. It has become an eyesore and looks 
ridiculous. What can be done? 
  
 
 


