
              Bower Lane Residents Questions for the Rugeley Forum 08/09/2008 
 
 
1. Kerbing and Footpath Renewal Bower lane (Highways) 
 
During 2007 Bower lane residents were informed by Highways that kerbing and footpath 
resurfacing was needed and would take place. Given that an extra two million pounds has 
now been allocated to Highways from the County what amount has Area West received 
and how much will be spent in our lane on kerbing, footpath renewal and the 
maintenance of the granite sets? 
 
2. Road Network Deterioration in Etchinghill Rugeley (Highways) 
 
At the last Rugeley forum in June we were advised by Mr Botfield to refer to the 
Staffordshire Local Transport Plan 2006-2011 with regard to Rugeley and Etchinghill’s 
road network. We can confirm that whilst Cannock Chase is prominently featured there is 
no mention of any plan for Rugeley or the Etchinghill area. Residents feel that eighteen 
months is more than enough time to create a plan to ‘enhance residents quality of life’, 
‘create a safe and attractive environment’, ‘increase levels of walking and cycling’ and 
‘reduce traffic noise’ in our area. Residents can assure Highways that these Transport 
Asset Management Plan key objectives are not being met in our area. 
Residents have liaised with local industry to minimise danger and noise but without a 
Local Action Plan our problems will continue. What is your LTP? 
 
3. Mobile Camera Van (Staffordshire Road Safety Partnership) 
 
At the last Rugeley forum we were officially designated a ‘Community Concern Site’ 
which has resulted in us receiving the assistance of the counties safety vans. Since the last 
forum it has visited but its effectiveness has been hampered due to the lack of permanent 
signage. We have also noticed that local press releases still do not mention us as a site of 
operation. Between April and July the eight volunteers who staff the Bower lane speed 
watch within the residential 30 zone performed over 52 hours of checks during 35 
sessions. One Thousand Two hundred and Eight motorists were recorded exceeding 
36MPH (not 30mph), including 240 between 40mph and 55mph. To assist your operators 
and our community achieve the maximum benefit and effectiveness from your visits will 
the safety partnership install the necessary signage and include us on the routes in the 
press? 
 
4. Wolseley Park Estates Hedgerow along Bower lane (Stafford Borough/Mr Till) 
 
Residents of Bower lane are still keen to see the height and width of the hawthorn 
hedgerow reduced along the lane. It prevents maintenance of the verge, has become an 
eyesore, affects road safety, is having a detrimental impact on resident’s lives and looks 
ridiculous. We would like to know why Mr Till of Wolseley Park Estates continues to 
neglect this hedgerow whilst managing others around the estate. What can be done? 
  


