
               Bower Lane Residents Questions for the Rugeley Forum 01/12/2008 
 
 
1. Kerbing and Footpath Renewal Bower lane (Highways) 
 
Given that an extra £500,000 has been given to Highways for improvements in Stafford 
Borough and the Cannock Chase District area who are jointly responsible for Bower lane, 
how much will be spent in our lane on the kerbing and footpath renewal which we were 
promised during 2007 and when will the much needed repairs to the granite sets and 
cutting of the Wolseley Park Estate hedgerow take place? 
 
2. Road Network Deterioration in Etchinghill Rugeley (Highways) 
 
Residents feel that two years is more than enough time to create a plan to ‘enhance 
residents quality of life’, ‘create a safe and attractive environment’, ‘increase levels of 
walking and cycling’ and ‘reduce traffic noise’ in our area. Residents can assure 
Highways that these Transport Asset Management Plan key objectives are not being met 
in our area. Residents have liaised with local industry to minimise danger and noise but 
without a Local Action Plan our problems will continue. As Bower lane, Stafford Brook 
road, Etching hill road and Shooting Butts road are a key part of the local and county 
transport network infrastructure, what is your LTP to address accessibility, maintenance, 
safety and quality of life for residents? 
 
3. Mobile Camera Van (Safety Partnership) 
 
The safety vans effectiveness is being hampered due to the lack of permanent signage 
within our community. Over the last twelve months the eight volunteers who staff the 
Bower lane speed watch within the residential 30 zone performed 90 hours of checks. 
One Thousand Seven hundred and Ninety Nine motorists were recorded exceeding 
36MPH (not the 30mph limit), including 345 between 40mph and 63mph.  
To assist your operators and our community achieve the maximum benefit and 
effectiveness from your visits will the safety partnership install the two permanent signs 
(which we have offered to pay for) within our concerned community, so that temporary 
signage no longer needs to be displayed on the footpath whilst the van is in attendance? 
 
4. Speeding Vehicles/Police presence Bower lane (Rugeley NPU) 
 
Twelve months ago Inspector Ellerton informed residents that he would slow motorists 
down along Bower lane. Whilst the speed watch has raised awareness with many 
motorists a permanent significant reduction in speeds (especially at night) cannot be seen. 
We have however seen a significant reduction in police activity compared to 2007. The 
speed watch volunteers feel that they have been ‘left to get on with it’.  We would like to 
inform Inspector Ellerton that our problems are not resolved and would like to know his 
strategy to address the speeding for the next twelve months, or do we need to be asking 
the question of the new Chase Divisional commander, Chief Superintendent Nick Baker?  
 
 
  
  
 
 


