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Waste Material Acceptance Criteria at Poplars Landfill site - Staffordshire County 
Council and BIFFA Ltd - Comments. 
 
Prior to 16th July 2004 the landfill licence issued by the Environment Agency for the 
Poplars Landfill site operated by BIFFA Ltd did not allow acceptance of hazardous or 
special waste except for an emergency provision. The licence does allow for disposal of a 
maximum of 50 tonnes per annum of special waste. This provision formed part of the 
licence following a request from Staffordshire County Council, it was to allow disposal of 
waste collected from residents when the contents of the material were unknown. On 
collection of the material Staffordshire County Council Officers would determine whether 
the material was special or not, and, if it was special, then arrangements were made to 
dispose of it appropriately. Typically the material collected was bleach, household/garden 
chemicals and fireworks. Acids, industrial chemicals and poisons would be disposed by a 
specialist contractor.  The use of this service was very low and it ceased in the late 1980s. 
Rather than change the licence the provision was left in but it is not used.     
 
Note: The term Hazardous Waste replaced Special Waste. 
 
On 16th July 2004 the Environment Agency implemented a section of the Landfill 
Regulation 2002 which stopped the co-disposal of hazardous and non-hazardous waste in 
the UK. This means that: 
 
• Hazardous waste can only be deposited in hazardous landfill sites or, if treated to a 

defined standard, into a dedicated cell located on a non hazardous landfill site; 
• Non-hazardous waste can only be deposited in non-hazardous landfill sites; 
• Inert waste can only be deposited in inert and non-hazardous landfill sites; 
• Inert landfill sites can only accept inert wastes; 
• Waste producers must code their waste as hazardous, non hazardous and inert (the 

codes are in the European Waste Catalogue); 
• Waste producers must separate hazardous, non hazardous and inert waste types from 

one another; 
• If an inert waste load also contains a non inert waste type, it cannot be accepted at 

inert landfill; 
• If a non hazardous waste load also contains a hazardous waste type, it cannot be 

accepted at the non hazardous landfill site. 
 

The Poplars landfill is licensed by the Environment Agency as Non Hazardous. 
 

The Environment Agency visit landfill sites without prior notification to carry out 
statutory inspections, if it is found that waste has been accepted that the landfill is not 
licensed to accept, then the license could be withdrawn and the site closed.        
 
The Environment Agency can confirm that they have not detected hazardous or special 
waste at the Poplars site.  


