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1. Introduction 
 
1.1 This paper sets out information relating to the supply and demand for Council housing, Registered 

Social Landlord stock and Housing Need within the district. 
 
 

2. Supply and Demand for the Council’s Housing Stock 
  
2.1 The Council’s waiting list (Housing Register) as at 1 April 2008 was as follows:  
  
  1 Bedroom bungalows    219  (31%) 
  1 bedroom flats     470  (66%) 
  Sheltered accommodation     18     (3%) 
  Households requiring 1 bedroom      707 (43%) 
 
  2 bedroom houses/flats   380 (69%) 
  2 bedroom bungalows   170 (31%) 
  Households requiring 2 bedrooms      551 (34%) 
 
  3 bedroom houses/flats   257 (95%) 
  3 bedroom bungalows    13    (5%) 
  Households requiring 3 bedrooms       270 (17%) 
 
  4 bedroom houses   104 (100%) 
  Households requiring more than 3 bedrooms          104 (6%) 
 

  Total households on waiting list     1632 (100%) 

  
 
2.2 The waiting list does not give an accurate picture of housing need within the district.  The waiting 

list is  ‘supply led’ i.e. applicants register for the type of accommodation that is available rather than 
according to their needs, for example, there is no data relating to households who require 5 or 
more bedrooms. 

 



2.3 The waiting list numbers also indicate that the demand for one bedroom accommodation at 707 
(43%) is equivalent to the demand for family housing (2,3,4 bedroom houses) at 741(45%). 
However, the demand for one bedroom properties is deemed to be distorted as many young single 
people are not in high need i.e. they submit speculative applications whilst living in the parental 
home and then opt to either remain at home or pursue other options. This has been analysed in the 
Housing Market Assessment Report which concurs with this view. 

 
 

2.4 The supply of Council’s stock of void properties for reletting was for 2007-08 was follows: 
 
 

Type of Property No. Voids 

1 bedroom  bungalow 
 

72 

2 bedroom  bungalow 
 

24 

3 bedroom  bungalow 
 

03 

2 bedroom house 
 

31 

3 bedroom house 
 

67 

4 bedroom house 
 

01 

1 bedroom flat 
 

118 

2 bedroom flat 
 

38 

3 bedroom maisonette 
 

01 

TOTAL 
 

372 

 
 
3. Registered Social Landlord Stock 
 
3.1 Registered Social Landlords stock within the Cannock Chase District as at 1 April 2008 was:  
        

Dwelling Units 
 
 Total Housing Stock     1378 
 
 
3.2 The number of Registered Social Landlords dwelling units relet in 2007-08 were as follows: 
 
 



      Dwelling Units 
 
New lettings        236  
Of which: 

 Nominations        109 
 
 
4. Housing Need Survey 
 
4.1 The results of ‘A Strategic Housing Market Assessment for the C3 Housing Market Area of the 

West Midlands’ are also available.  The C3 area includes: 
� South Staffordshire,  
� Walsall, 
� Wolverhampton, 
� Telford and Wrekin, 
�  Sandwell  
� Cannock Chase. 
 

The Assessment was carried out between October 2007 and June 2008. (An Executive Summary 
and full copy are available from Member Services.) 

  
 
4.2 Information has been extracted from the Assessment Report to illustrate the demand for affordable 

housing in the Cannock Chase District. 
 
 
4.3 The Report found that to reduce housing need the number of additional dwelling units which would 

be required each year are as follows: 
        Dwelling Units 
 Annual quota of backlog reduction   plus 120  
 Total of newly arising housing need   plus 723  

Annual supply of social sector re-lets   minus 508  
 
Net Annual Housing Need    = 335 
 
The recommended tenure split on developments was 75% social rented, 25% intermediate (i.e. 

 shared ownership). 
 
The following tables show the additional supply required annually to ensure that a minimum of 50% 

 of need is met for each dwelling type and the additional supply required to ensure that 75% of need 
 is met. 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 
Prioritising additional affordable housing supply to meet 50% of need 
 

  
 
 Prioritising additional affordable housing supply to meet 75% of need 
 

  
 
 
5. Meeting the Need 
 
5.1 It is unlikely that the level of new build completions will be sufficient to meet all identified need.  The 

Council’s housing register shows a healthy demand for all property types.  Flexibility is needed to 
continually monitor the housing register to assess the current need in the District to inform future 
developments. However, the HMA identifies that re-lets and supply are lower for larger properties 
which means that households requiring larger properties face longer waiting times before their 
needs are met.  This information should also be taken into consideration to inform policy decisions 
and development priorities. 
 


