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CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
 

HOUSING POLICY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 

WEDNESDAY, 11 AUGUST, 2010 AT 4.00 P.M. 
 

IN THE CIVIC CENTRE, BEECROFT ROAD, CANNOCK 
 

PART 1 
 

 
PRESENT:  Councillors: 
 

  

Williams, B. (Chairman) 
Ansell, Mrs. P.A. (Vice-Chairman) 

 
 Beddows, J. 
 Bernard, J.D. 
 Cartwright, Mrs. S.M. 

Freeman, M.P. 
Grice, Mrs. D. 
Molineux, G.N. 

 
By invitation:  Councillor J.T. Kraujalis, Chairman of the Scrutiny Committee 
 
Also present:  Councillor G. Adamson 
 
7. 
 

Apologies 
 
An apology for absence was received from Councillor F.W.C. Allen. 

  
8. Declarations of Interests of Members in Contracts and Other Matters and Restriction on 

Voting by Members 
 
There were no declarations of interests declared. 

  
9. Recommendation Referred from Cabinet held on 22 July, 2010 
  
 Members of the Housing Policy Development Committee were asked to consider the following 

recommendation referred from Cabinet held on 22 July, 2010:- 
  
 “(B) Members of the Housing Policy Development Committee assess the priorities for the 

 savings identified from the Housing Revenue Account and report their findings back to 
 Cabinet”. 

  
 The Chairman invited Councillor J.T. Kraujalis, Chairman of the Scrutiny Committee to address 

Members of the Committee. 
  
 The Scrutiny Committee Chairman reported that a discussion had previously taken place at the 

Scrutiny Committee following £50k of savings being identified as a result of the tendering of the 
Grounds Maintenance contract. He stated that many residents who previously received the 
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grass cutting service, no longer had the benefit of the service and that the savings could be used 
to re-instate the grass cutting for some 600 households.  He referred to the eligibility criteria and 
was of the opinion that the rules were stringent in respect of households who were now provided 
with the service.  It was suggested that the money be used for additional grass cutting to be 
undertaken and then reviewed in the Autumn.  

  
 The Scrutiny Committee Chairman also raised concerns in respect of the appeals procedure 

which had previously been discussed by the Scrutiny Committee who felt it needed to be made 
more transparent.  

  
 The Chairman of the Housing Policy Development Committee advised that any resident who 

wished to appeal a decision could contact any Member of the Council.  The appeal would then 
be considered by the Head of Housing.  

  
 The Scrutiny Committee Chairman raised concerns that tenants were not aware that an appeals 

procedure was in place.  The Chairman of the Housing Policy Development Committee 
suggested that an article be placed in ‘Hometalk’ to ensure tenants were aware.  

  
 The Chairman then invited Members of the Committee to ask questions of the Chairman of the 

Scrutiny Committee.  
  
 Members made a number of comments in respect of the eligibility criteria and agreed that it 

should be reviewed, although Members were of the opinion that the Council need to restrict the 
service to those residents who need the service most.  

  
 The Scrutiny Committee Chairman then referred to those tenants who had always occupied a 

house as a family home, but where only one occupant was now left.  He explained residents 
may be elderly and knew only the surroundings around them, and whilst the Council would wish 
for them to move from perhaps a 3 bedroom property to something smaller, this could have an 
impact on their health.  

  
 The Head of Housing advised Members that the Scrutiny Committee as part of their 2010-11 

work programme had agreed to review the Vulnerable Tenants Grass Cutting and Internal 
Decoration Scheme. 

  
 The Chairman then invited Councillor G. Adamson to add any further comments. 
  
 Councillor G. Adamson made a number of points and stated that he did not agree with the 

current policy, and that the additional money should be used on Council tenants’ properties for 
grass cutting as this service was paid from rent income.  He further stated that he would support 
extending the scheme to all residents if funds were available from the General Fund. 

  
 Councillor Adamson raised concern that it was easy to distinguish who vulnerable tenants were 

by the state of their gardens which, in turn, made them more vulnerable.  He also referred to the 
eligibility criteria and the fact that a person was required to be aged 80 or over to apply for the 
grass cutting service and stated that the scheme was restrictive. Councillor Adamson gave 
specific examples of households where he considered there were vulnerable tenants that did not 
meet the criteria for grass cutting.  The Chairman requested that such details be supplied to him 
and he would investigate each case accordingly. 
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 He then referred to older people being encouraged to move out of their homes, even though 
some may have lived there all their life and considered that this should not be an objective of the 
scheme.  

  
 The Chairman of the Housing Policy Development Committee advised that certain tenants could 

be offered a cash incentive to move out of family accommodation into something more suitable 
to their needs.  He informed the Committee that he would have no involvement in forcing people 
out of their family homes and would vote against any such action being taken, residents would 
only be moved on a voluntary basis.  Councillor Adamson reported that he welcomed this 
position. 

  
 Mr. Adamson then raised a number of points, including the need for a transparent appeals 

system. 
  
 He asked the Committee that they consider spending Council tenants’ money on Council estates 

and review the policy and spend the £50k savings on extending the service to further tenants.   
  
 The Chairman then invited Members to ask questions of Councillor G. Adamson. 
  
 A Member was keen to know who the Member classed as vulnerable as those people that were 

vulnerable were already identified under the eligibility criteria.  
  
 Councillor Adamson responded and stated that a number of vulnerable tenants were not 

necessarily in receipt of benefits.  
  
 The Head of Housing advised the Committee that the savings were in the region of £54k and his 

advice to the Committee would be to increase reserves as the future of Council housing finance 
was uncertain.  He referred to a consultation paper issued by the previous Government and 
stated that the new Government had made no final decision regarding the future financing of 
Council housing. 

  
 He reported that the Committee had recently visited the Vine Court Extra Care Housing Scheme 

where 83 apartments were being built, of which 13 were for shared ownership and 70 for rental. 
He advised that 7 of the shared ownership properties had been reserved and 2 of those 
reservations were people who had houses to sell, although there were problems with this in the 
housing market.  Housing Plus had therefore asked the Council if they could provide help with 
funding to purchase the houses for continued rent with nomination rights to the Council.  He 
stated that Housing Plus would require £25k for each property and that further grant aid would 
be sought from the Homes and Communities Agency for the rest, although they currently had 
financial constraints and no guarantee could be made that they would secure the funding.  They 
had therefore asked if the funding could not be secured, could the Council provide and 
underwrite an additional £50k.  Housing Plus would provide the balance from their resources. 

  
 Finally, the Head of Housing reiterated his advice to put the money into reserves given the 

uncertainty with housing finance, although if the Committee were minded to use it, he would 
recommend using it for a one off item, something not re-occurring nor something that needed to 
be carried out the following year.   

  
 Following discussions Members: 
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 AGREED: 
  

That Cabinet are recommended that the 2010-11 savings in respect of the Vulnerable Tenants 
Grass Cutting and Internal Decoration Scheme are used to assist in the purchase of two 
dwellings for future rental (by Council nominees) from prospective shared ownership purchases 
of the Vine Court Extra Care scheme by the Housing Plus Housing Association and that Cabinet 
receive a report on the proposed initiative. 

  

  
  
  
  
  
 CHAIRMAN 
  

 
 
 

 The meeting closed at 5.10 p.m. 
 


