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CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 

BRIEFING NOTE 

JOINT PARKING COMMITTEE 

2ND NOVEMBER 2010 

HEAD OF ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 

PARKING CONCESSIONS FOR CANCER PATIENTS 

 

1. Purpose of Briefing Note 

To advise Members of the Joint Parking Committee of a request from Councillor George  Adamson on 
behalf of the Mid Staffs Cancer User Forum (MSCUF) for Temporary Blue Badges to be issued to 
Cancer Patients. Detailed information on this matter is attached in Annex 1 of this report.  

 

2. Recommendation(s) 

 

2.1  

 

 

2.2 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Key Issues  

3.1 Blue Badges are issued by the Social Services Department at Staffordshire County Council     
not by Cannock Chase District Council. These badges are issued in accordance with the 
national scheme. 

3.2 Cannock Chase Council could issue permits to enable patients to park free of charge on the 
Council owned car parks within the district for a predetermined period of time with a strict 
criteria set to prevent abuse of the system. These permits would not be valid for parking on the 
highway. 

That Members agree in principle to Council officers consulting and discussing with 
Staffordshire County Council and the Mid Staffs Health Authority, regarding the possible 
issue of Temporary Blue Badges, which would be subsequently accepted for use in line 
with the current Blue Badge scheme. 

If this consultation and discussion referred to in 2.1 above proves inconclusive, then 
Members consider whether or not Cannock Chase Council could give any concession to 
such patients on the Council owned car parks within the district, initially on a trial period 
with further reports on the outcome coming to a future meeting of this committee.                                                                                                                       
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3.3 If the Council issued such permits for the car parks this would lead to a loss of revenue in car 
park income and would also entail additional administration costs. It would be proposed that 
the trial period stated in 2.2 above consisted of no more than 15 patients over a 3 month 
period who all reside within the Cannock Chase District. These patients would be referred to 
the Council by the Mid Staffs Health Authority. 

3.4 The proposed trial referred to in 3.3 above could be provided within existing resources which 
would enable Council officers to evaluate a more detailed projection of revenue and budgetary 
implications. Furthermore, any such revenue and budgetary implications would require a 
detailed report to Cannock Chase Council’s Cabinet, should the trial scheme be subsequently 
considered for the introduction of a permanent scheme. 
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                                                                                                                           Annex 1 

Mid Staffs Cancer User Forum (MSCUF) 

 

Background: 

 

The Mid Staffordshire Cancer User Forum is a local group made up of cancer patients and 
carers. The aim of the group is to improve the services for cancer patients within the locality 
of Mid Staffordshire working in partnership with organizations. The group is spearheading  
support for a pilot study to improve the quality of life for cancer patients as they go through 
their treatment. The pilot wishes to enable patients to control and manage the symptoms of 
fatigue in their daily lives by providing them with a blue badge on a temporary basis. 

  

Fatigue is very common in people with cancer.1 It can be the most troubling symptom. It 
affects between 7 and 9 out of every 10 people (70 to 90%). Many people with cancer say 
that it is the most disruptive side effect of all. But only 1 in 5 people think something can be 
done about it. So, many people don't ever mention it to their doctors. In the past, doctors and 
nurses haven't always appreciated the long term effects of fatigue on people with cancer. By 
intervening and supporting patients with clear rehabilitation strategies, the patient experience 
can be improved. By enabling the patient to continue with their activities of daily living such 
as shopping the benefits of ‘normalising’ their illness, providing ‘feelgood factor’ from 
activities such as browsing and buying merchandise and matching this to their capacity and 
stamina, their experience will be improved.  

 

Proposal: 

 

The aim of the project is to undertake a pilot to see if the provision of a blue badge for a 
temporary period improves the cancer patient experience.  

 

The proposal is that through the cancer services of the local acute trust in conjunction with 
the holistic needs assessment the patients may be granted temporary use of the blue badge 
scheme. The Blue Badge Scheme provides a range of parking concessions for people with 
severe mobility problems who have difficulty using public transport. The badge enables 
holders to park close to where they need to go. The scheme operates throughout the UK, 
and is administered by local authorities who deal with applications and issue badges. The 
Trust would issue and be responsible for the return of the blue badge once the patients’ 
condition improved. 

 

                                                 

1
 Cancer Research UK  
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The aim is to maximise the opportunities for patients to maintain a normal life and undertake 
activities of daily living such as shopping within reach of their cars so that they maximise 
their efforts and reduce cancer fatigue. The psychological benefits from being able to 
maintain normal life activities and management of their disease would be considerable to the 
individual and their families. In particular to cancer patients who have no support this would 
be invaluable and make the management of their disease fatigue more tolerable, thus 
improving the patient experience and meeting the survivorship agenda of the Cancer Reform 
Strategy.  

 

Support is sought to allow MSCUF in conjunction with the Acute Trust to pilot this scheme 
and quantify the benefits to enable the scheme to be expanded nationally.  

 

Prescription drugs are now free to patients with cancer. In a similar way the patient 
experience may be improved with this proposal. By the reduction and management of 
cancer fatigue along with allowing access to the Blue Badge Scheme for a temporary period, 
the patients with cancer fatigue (which is one of their main concerns) may self manage their 
cancer fatigue and improve their wellbeing and outcomes.  Exercise in the form of walking 
can increase cancer patient’s energy levels and help cancer patients to feel better about 
themselves and their condition. A review of studies looking at the benefit of exercise as part 
of cancer rehabilitation show physical and emotional benefits. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


