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Town Centres Policy Development Committee 

 

What we said we’d achieve in 2011/12 

Priority Outcome: Prosperity – Economic 

Resilience 
 

 

How are we doing so far? 

 

We said we would: Facilitate economic growth through job 

creation 
 

By: 
 

Working with development partners to secure commitments to 

enable commencement of schemes in Hednesford Town Centre 

The commencement of construction works on part of the 

Rugeley Road scheme has been achieved earlier than 

anticipated. Construction started on two new buildings in April 

2011 with demolition in June 2011. 
 

 

 

Working with development partners to secure commitments to 

enable commencement of schemes in Cannock Town Centre: 

Subject to the decision of Cabinet, commence a planning and 

marketing process to secure a development partner for 

Cannock Town Centre expansion 

The Cabinet decision of March 2011 was endorsed by the new 

administration on 26th July.  Documents for the Beecroft Road 

site are being prepared, with one quarter delay. Discussions are 

progressing on the Market Hall Street site. 

 

 

Working with development partners to secure commitments to 

enable commencement of schemes in Rugeley Town Centres.  

There has been a delay in starting the construction of the Tesco 

scheme in Rugeley town centre due to the position of a major 

sewer which is impracticable to divert.  A minor amendment to 

the approved scheme has now been approved which should 

enable Tesco to complete the development prior to the end of 

2012. 
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Making A Real Difference 

Prosperity – Economic Resilience 
 

 

Hednesford Town Centre Regeneration 
 

The Council has been working to achieve the regeneration of Hednesford 

Town Centre for the last ten years.  

 

A huge amount of work has been needed to move the project to its current 

stage of construction against the backdrop of some of the most challenging 

economic conditions for decades. 

 

In fact, initial Phase 1 proposals were adapted to reflect the changed market 

conditions as a consequence of the recession. 

 

The PDP identified a target of Quarter 2 for a start on Phase 1 and Quarter 3 

on Phase 2. However, work on both phases started in April 2011 (Q1) and 

work is currently on schedule. The anticipated dates for completion are July 

2012 for Phase 1 and December 2012 for Phase 2. 

 

The regeneration of the town was identified as a priority due to the need to 

reverse a significant leakage of trade to competing centres. Additionally, the 

population of Hednesford will be increasing over the next few years, with new 

housing proposed for the Pye Green Valley and land west of Pye Green 

Road. The regeneration should help to create a centre which is better able 

to serve the needs of its increasing population. 

 

The regeneration of Hednesford Town Centre will create new developments 

at either end of Market Street, with a strong emphasis on increasing the 

overall provision of convenience shopping floor space through a 16,500sq ft 

discount food store at the Rugeley Road (Phase 1) end of town, and a large 

53,000sq ft Tesco store adjacent to the railway line next the Hednesford Park 

(within Phase 2). 

 

The Council is working with development partner St Modwen Developments 

to secure the construction of both phases.  

 

A huge amount of work has gone into reaching this point of construction, 

including: 

 

• Relocating a significant local employer (ATP) and its local workforce 
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• Relocating existing facilities like the drill hall and bingo hall 

• Making and confirmation of a Compulsory Purchase Order 

• Improvements to Hednesford Park to make sure it connects with the 

town centre. 

 

There has been extensive public consultation and discussions locally in the 

formulation of the regeneration proposals. Regular progress reports have 

been presented to the Hednesford Community Forum meetings and a 

website has been created by St Modwen to provide details of the two 

phases (www.hednesfordshopping.co.uk), as well as updates on the 

Council’s website. 

 

Significant effort has been invested in trying to minimise the inevitable 

disruption that would occur during the course of construction, particularly on 

car parking provision in the area affected by phase 1, with at least 50 car 

park spaces provided for almost all the main construction period. 

 

The regeneration proposals should strengthen the viability and appeal of 

Hednesford Town Centre and attract traders who are currently 

unrepresented in the town. The prominence and image of the town centre 

should be enhanced particularly via Phase 1, which should also help to 

capture more passing trade. 

 

The progression of the project should also establish a template for the 

implementation of similar schemes elsewhere in the District.  

 

Serving the needs of the community is central to the long-term success of the 

regeneration scheme in Hednesford. We have worked closely with the town 

to ensure the new scheme supports local businesses and community groups 

but it was also important that we listened to and met the needs of local 

residents like John and Maureen Smith. 

 

John and Maureen sold their existing home in the town centre to St Modwen 

in order to make way for a new access road as part of the regeneration. In 

return, St Modwen offered to build the couple, who are both in their mid-70s, 

a brand new home adjacent to their previous property. 

 

 


