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CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 

BRIEFING NOTE 

SAFE, STRONG AND COHESIVE COMMUNITIES POLICY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

16 DECEMBER 2009 

COMMUNITY SAFETY MANAGER 

CANNOCK CHASE CRIME & DISORDER REDUCTION PARTNERSHIP 

STRATEGIC ASSESSMENT 2009-10 

 
1. Purpose of Briefing Note 

1.1 To apprise Members of the annual strategic assessment for the Cannock Chase Crime and Disorder 
Reduction Partnership (CDRP) and the priorities set out within. 

1.2 To outline the process for refreshing the Cannock Chase Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnership Plan 
2009-2012. 

 
2. Recommendation(s) 

 
2.1 That the Strategic Assessment for 2009-10 and the priorities set out within be noted. 

2.2 That the process for refreshing the Partnership Plan 2009-2012 be noted. 

 
 
 
 
 
3. Key Issues  

3.1 The requirement for Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnerships (CDRPs)1 to produce strategic 
assessments and partnership plans was introduced in 2007. An executive summary will be produced that 
will be made available to the public through the Council’s web site. 

 
3.2 Each of the eight CDRPs across the county has produced a strategic assessment of crime and disorder 

and substance misuse issues in their local area. Through the support of the Stronger and Safer 
Communities Team of the Local Area Agreement (LAA) for Staffordshire it was agreed that it was 
important to draw together these strategic assessments so that each can inform the other and to ensure 
that the priorities and plans are closely linked with those of the LAA. The 2009-10 strategic assessment 
therefore is the first to be produced in a standard format across all eight CDRPs by the Staffordshire 
Observatory. 

 
3.3  Where possible, data has been sourced for the 2008/09 financial year (April 2008 to March 2009) and 

comparisons have been made with the previous 12-month period.  Where this has not been possible the 
most up to date information available has been analysed and the time periods are stated within the 
strategic assessment. 

                                                 

1 Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnerships (CDRPs) are also known as Community Safety Partnerships (CSPs). Where the term 
CSP(s) is used in the strategic assessment it also refers to CDRP(s). 
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3.4  The strategic assessment will help the partnership identify crime and disorder priorities and 
‘hot-spot’ locations, which will assist in planned interventions that must be set out in a rolling 
three-year partnership plan that is refreshed annually. 

3.5  The assessment found that recorded crime in Cannock Chase has decreased by 12% over the 
last five years and the number of offences recorded during 2008/09 was the lowest level ever 
recorded for Cannock Chase, although performance varies considerable by crime type.  The 
risk of becoming a victim of crime in Cannock Chase has also fallen, however it is still relatively 
high when compared to the rest of Staffordshire.  Despite reductions in crime, the residents of 
Cannock Chase still perceive crime and disorder to be the biggest problem in their area, which 
is not necessarily proportionate to actual risk. 

3.6  Anti-social Behaviour (ASB) is clearly a priority for residents of Cannock Chase, as low-level, 
nuisance behaviour has a very real impact on a communities quality of life.  The overall trend of 
ASB in Cannock Chase is not reducing, and incidents continue to blight areas of the district. 

3.7  The demographic and social make up of Cannock Chase is significantly different to other areas 
of Staffordshire, meaning that comparison with other local CDRPs has its limitations.  When 
compared with other CDRPs across England and Wales with similar characteristics, Cannock 
Chase is ranked 8th out of 15 and records a rate of crime that is slightly (5%) above the 
average level for the group.  However, this position is an improvement on last year (2007/08), 
when Cannock Chase was ranked 10th out of 15. This position varies by crime type, with 
violent crime being much higher than the group average, and acquisitive crime below the group 
average. 

3.8  The first draft of the strategic assessment was considered by the CDRP Strategy Group in 
September 2009. The final draft was approved by the CDRP Strategy Group on 3rd December 
2009. 

4.  Priorities for 2009-10 

4.1  The stated aim of the Cannock Chase Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnership is to work 
across the district in active partnership to achieve long-term reductions in crime, anti social 
behaviour and substance misuse.  The strategic assessment has identified the priorities set out 
in Annex 1. 

4.2  There are no significant changes to the recommended priorities for the next 12 months.  
However, it is important that partners share these priorities as they prepare their plans and 
strategies.  Shared priorities across partner agencies should result in more effective delivery 
and continued reductions in crime, anti-social behaviour and substance misuse. 

5.  Refreshing the Partnership Plan 2009-2012 

5.1  Statutory guidance requires that the Partnership publish a three-year rolling plan refreshed 
annually.  This means the Partnership can develop plans to tackle short, medium and long-term 
priorities and align with other planning cycles i.e. the Local Area Agreement process. 

5.2  At its meeting on the 3rd December 2009 the CDRP agreed that a high-level plan will be 
produced and published on the Council and partner web sites by 1st April 2010.  Detailed 
delivery plans will be developed by the CDRP delivery groups over the coming months and will 
summarise the partnership activity across the district to address the priorities. This will require 
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full consultation with partners. 

5.3  The Community Safety Manager will be responsible for producing the partnership plan, which 
will require the endorsement of board of the Chase Community Partnership (LSP) in its 
capacity as the Responsible Authorities Group of the CDRP. 

 

6.  Contribution to CHASE  

6.1  The partnership strategic assessment contributes to the development of the corporate Priority 
Delivery Plan (PDP) for Safe, Strong and Cohesive Communities. 

7.  Financial Implications 

7.1  In addition to the mainstream activity of partners, the Strategic Board for the Local Area 
Agreement will recommend to the District Council an allocation from the Area Based Grant to 
support targeted activity aligned with the priorities in the strategic assessment and partnership 
plan. 

8.  Legal Implications 

8.1  Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnerships were introduced in the 1998 Crime and Disorder 
Act and developed by the 2002 Police Reform Act. In 2006, a review of the partnership 
provisions of the earlier acts led to a series of recommendations and in August 2007, a set of 
National Minimum Standards came into affect. 

8.2  These new statutory requirements, together with suggested practice form the Hallmarks of 
Effective Partnerships, which responsible authorities have a legal obligation to comply with, 
includes a new requirement for partnerships to produce a strategic assessment at least 
annually and a three year partnership plan that must be refreshed each year. 

8.3  The District Council is a ‘responsible authority’ and a statutory member of the local CDRP and 
as such is required by the Crime and Disorder Act 1998 (as amended) to comply with this 
legislation. 

9.  Section 17 (Crime Prevention) 

9.1  All responsible authorities, including the District Council are required under Section 17 of the 
Crime and Disorder Act to consider the impact of its various day-to-day activities and functions 
and to use its policies and budgets to do everything it reasonably can to prevent, crime anti-
social behaviour and substance misuse in its area. 

10.  Equality and Diversity Implications 

10.1  The partnership plan will be subject to an Equality Impact Assessment.
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ANNEX 1 

Partnership Strategic Assessment 2009-10 

Recommended Priorities 

1 

Anti-social behaviour and criminal damage: continue to be high priorities for the 
partnership, including a focus on environmental crime, as it is considered that ‘cleaning up the 
streets’ will have a huge positive impact on perceptions, and increase trust and confidence in 
the partnership. 

2 Community Engagement: It is recommended that existing avenues are exploited fully in 
order improve community cohesion through positive interaction. 

3 Violent Crime: It is recommended that focus be maintained with a specific priority relating to 
the links between alcohol and the night-time economy. 

4 Domestic Violence: a specific emphasis on identifying and tackling ‘root causes’ in order to 
prevent the cyclical nature of domestic abuse, particularly in relation to children identified as 
being ‘at risk’. 

5 Substance Misuse: linked to offending, specifically serious acquisitive crime. A key theme of 
this priority should include young people, with the aim of reducing substance misuse and 
repeat/ prolific offending. 

6 Business Crime: due to the impact of the recession, it is recommended that business crime 
continues to be ‘monitored’ closely and further consultation with the business community is 
considered to fully understand the extent of the problem. 

 
Emerging Priorities 

 
7 Burglary of Dwellings: direction of travel suggests a continued increase over the next 12 

months, which may be inflated further by the recession. 
 

8 Environmental Crime: findings of research by Keep Britain Tidy (formerly ENCAMS) 
highlighted that the general appearance of the local area was of critical importance to the 
residents of Cannock Chase. 
 

 


