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CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
 

HOUSING POLICY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 

TUESDAY 14 DECEMBER, 2010 AT 4.00 P.M. 
 

IN THE CIVIC CENTRE, BEECROFT ROAD, CANNOCK 
 

PART 1 
 

 
PRESENT:  Councillors: 
 

  

Williams, B. (Chairman) 
Ansell, Mrs. P.A. (Vice-Chairman) 

 
 Allen, F.W.C. 
 Beddows, J. 
  
  
  

Bernard, J.D. 
Molineux, G.N. 

14. 
 

Apologies 
 
An apology for absence was received from Councillor M.P. Freeman. 

  
15. Declarations of Interests of Members in Contracts and Other Matters and Restriction on 

Voting by Members 
  

There were no declarations of interests declared. 
  
16. Minutes  
  
 Arising from consideration of the Minutes Mr. I. Tennant, Head of Housing referred to page 10, 

paragraph 3 and reported that following Connaught administration the contracts previously held 
by the company were now being run by Lovells who was already one of the Council’s 
contractors. They had taken on both the second door to bungalows programme and the external 
envelopes works and were in a position to carry on with work 3 weeks later. The contractor was 
currently catching up with a backlog.  

  
 A Member referred to page 11 and asked if the letter regarding concern around the £3.5 million 

of negative subsidy had been forwarded to the Government. The Head of Housing advised that 
due to the Government’s further announcements the letter needed to be revised and would then 
be forwarded. 

  
 A Member referred to the Minutes and in particular the demolition of Council owned garages. He 

advised that he had been approached by a member of the public as a garage encroached onto 
his property. Members discussed this and the Head of Housing indicated that he would visit the 
location with the Member. 
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 AGREED: 

 
That the Minutes of the meeting held on 9 September, 2010 be approved as a correct record. 

  
17. Local Decisions: A Fairer Future for Social Housing 
  
 Consideration was given to the Report of the Director of Service Improvement (Enclosure 3.1 – 

3.9 of the Official Minutes of the Council).  
  
 
 
 

The Head of Housing presented the report and advised that a response to the Government’s 
consultation paper on a number of proposed reforms which aimed to make housing ‘fairer’ was 
required by 17 January, 2011. It was noted that the consultation paper was aimed at new 
tenants only.  

  
 Members of the Committee discussed a number of aspects to the consultation paper and a 

number of comments were made regarding tenancies which included a need for greater checks 
on tenants and concern with tenancies for between 2-5 years.  

  
 Members unanimously agreed that no Member of the Council would agree to move tenants out 

of their homes without good cause and were concerned at the suggestions in the consultation 
paper for fixed term tenancies. The entire paper appeared to have been devised by someone 
who had no understanding of the real needs of social housing and how it was operated. Also, 
the entire consultation paper like most suggestions from this government was being rushed 
through without proper consideration. The only good thing was that the Council had the final say 
on these matters. The Chairman felt that the majority of the document was aimed at Housing 
Associations and not Council Housing which was run expertly by the Housing Department of 
Cannock Chase District Council. 

  
 AGREED: 
  
 (A) That the proposed reforms presented in the Governments consultation paper ‘Local 

 decisions: a fairer future for social housing’, be noted. 
 
(B) That the Head of Housing following consultation with the Chairman of the Housing 
 Policy Development Committee and the Housing Portfolio Leader formulate a response 
 on the proposed reforms for submission to the Department of Communities and Local 
 Government by 17 January, 2010. 

  
18. Market Testing of the Housing Repairs and Maintenance Contract 
  
 Consideration was given to the Briefing Note of the Head of Housing. 
  
 The Head of Housing presented the report and advised that three representatives were required 

from within the Committee to participate in the tender evaluation process for the Housing repairs 
and Maintenance Contract. The Moderation Panel were likely to meet during week commencing 
7 February, 2011.  

  
 AGREED: 
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 That the following representatives be nominated to participate in the tender evaluation process 
for the Housing repairs and Maintenance Contract:- 
 
Councillor F.W.C. Allen 
Councillor Mrs. P.A. Ansell 
Councillor J.D. Bernard 

  
19. Housing Priority Delivery Plan 
  
 Consideration was given to the performance outturn for Quarters 1 and 2. 
  
 The Head of Housing referred to Priority Outcome 1: To increase supply of affordable housing 

and advised the Committee that there were now 130 projected additional affordable housing 
units which included that of the Vine Count Extra Care Scheme.  

  
 A Member referred to the Elizabeth Road development and stated that a play area was needed 

as part of this development. The Head of Housing advised that through a Section 106 
agreement a large play area would be developed following the build of the 74th property. 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 CHAIRMAN 
  
 The meeting closed at 4.50 p.m. 
 


