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CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
 

HOUSING POLICY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 

TUESDAY 10 JANUARY, 2012 AT 4.00 P.M. 
 

IN THE CIVIC CENTRE, BEECROFT ROAD, CANNOCK 
 

PART 1 
 

 
PRESENT:  Councillors: 
 

  

Holder, M.J. (Chairman) 
 

 Beddows, J. 
 Cartwright, Mrs. S.M. 
 

Jones, Ms. L. 
 

  
28. 
 

Apologies 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors J.D. Bernard (Vice-Chairman), F.W.C. 
Allen, B. Williams, Mrs. P. Williams and Mrs. M.A. Davis (Health and Wellbeing Portfolio Leader). 

  
29. Declarations of Interests of Members in Contracts and Other Matters and Restriction on 

Voting by Members 
 
There were no Interests declared.  

  
30. Minutes  

 
AGREED: 
 
That the Minutes of the meeting held on 23 November, 2011 be approved as a correct record. 
 
The Head of Housing referred to the presentation given at the last meeting on ‘The Provision of 
Affordable Housing’ and advised that a report on the issues raised by Members would be 
submitted to a future meeting. 
 
The Chairman referred to the visit before Christmas to Grace Moore Court Sheltered Housing 
Scheme, Chadsmoor and commented that it was a pleasing visit which was attended by a number 
of Members. 

  
31. Housing Implications of the Government’s Welfare Reform Agenda 

 
Consideration was given to the Report of the Head of Housing (Enclosure 4.1 – 4.13 of the Official 
Minutes of the Council).  
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Mrs. J. Baldasera, Service Improvement Manager presented the report and provided information 
on housing benefit changes which included reducing the Local Housing Allowance (LHA) rates. 
 
Mr. D. Willmore, Benefits Manager provided information to Members on the LHA percentiles. 
Members discussed this and raised concern regarding the reduction of the LHA particularly for 
those tenants already having difficulties.  
 
A Member discussed the shared accommodation rate of housing benefit extended to single 
persons under 35 and raised concern with the lack of accommodation within the District and asked 
if the Council could liaise with landlords in an attempt to raise the level of shared accommodation. 
Mrs. Baldasera referred to a report for vulnerable people which had raised this issue and also 
commented that she would raise this as an issue with landlords.  
 
The Head of Housing referred to the Council’s Allocations Policy and reported that the 
Government through the Localism Act 2012 had changed the National Allocations Framework. He 
advised that the Government were now consulting on a Code of Guidance and that the 
consultation paper would be considered at a future meeting of the Committee, prior to a review of 
the Council’s Allocations Policy being undertaken.  
 
A Member referred to the report and the current ratio of 55% of tenants in arrears and asked if this 
was comparable to other Local Authorities. The Service Improvement Manager commented that a 
number of other Local Authorities were in a worse position. It was further reported that current 
rents arrears presently stood at £154,888 and despite the economic recession, were at the lowest 
level for 10 years. 
 
AGREED: 
 
That the report be noted and that the Committee receive further reports in relation to the 
Government’s Welfare Reform agenda.  

  
 (The meeting adjourned at 4.50 p.m. and re-convened at 4.55 p.m). 
  
32. “Laying the Foundations” – A Housing Strategy for England 

 
Consideration was given to the Briefing Note of the Head of Housing (Enclosure 5.1 – 5.8 of the 
Official Minutes of the Council). 
 
The Head of Housing presented the report and asked Members of the Committee to determine 
their views on the national housing strategy which would be included in the final report to Cabinet 
on 19 January, 2012. 
 
The Chairman reported that he would take each section in turn and ask if Members had any views 
on the sections. 
 
Chapter One (“Housing: The need for a new approach”) 
 
Concern was raised between Members of the Committee as to whether or not the Government’s 
“new approach” gave local communities a greater say over decisions on new housing.  
 
Chapter Two (“Increasing supply: More homes stable growth”) 
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(a)  Members of the Committee supported the introduction of a new build indemnity scheme. 

  
(b) Members discussed the “Get Britain Building” Investment Fund and the Head of Housing 
 advised that developers had been advised of the scheme; and that expressions of interest 
 were expected by the end of January. 
 
(c) Members raised concerns with regard to the requirement for local authorities to reconsider 
 Section 106 agreements. The Head of Housing advised the Committee that contributions 
 made by developers were much less than what they previously were however; there were 
 potentially issues with the sites mentioned.  
 
(d) Members of the Committee were supportive of the new funding to encourage self build 
 developments. 
 
Chapter 3 (“Social and affordable housing reform”) 
 
The Head of Housing informed the Committee that at present 75% of the receipts from Right to 
Buy sales went directly to the Government although this would change under the Government’s 
proposals.  
 
Members discussed the proposed changes to the Right to Buy and in particular the provision of the 
replacement dwellings at affordable rather than social rents. 
 
Chapter 4 (“A Thriving Private Rented Sector”) 
 
Members noted the proposals. 
 
Chapter 5 (“Our strategy for empty homes”) 
 
The Head of Housing advised that Cabinet on 17 November, 2011 had adopted a policy in respect 
of the Empty Dwellings Management Orders. The Committee welcomed this policy and hoped that 
its implementation would reduce the number of vacant properties. 
 
Chapter 6 (“Quality of housing experience and support”) 
 
Members noted the proposals particularly the increased priority to be given to the allocation of 
accommodation to service personnel. 
 
Chapter 7 (“Quality, sustainability and design”) 
 
Members noted the proposed revisions to building regulations. 
 
AGREED: 
 
(A) That the contents and implication of the Government’s revised national housing strategy 
 for England, “Laying the Foundations”, be noted. 
 
(B) That further reports be considered by the Housing Policy Development Committee and/or 
 Cabinet following the publication of consultation papers by the Department for 
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 Communities and Local Government on the matters stated within the report. 
  
33. Place Priority Delivery Plan 2011-12 

 
Consideration was given to the Place Priority Delivery Plan 2011-12 (Enclosure 6.1 – 6.2 of the 
Official Minutes of the Council). 
 
Members noted the Place Priority Delivery Plan 2011-12. 

  
34. Pre-Tenancy Police Checks 

 
Consideration was given to the Report of the Head of Housing (Enclosure 7.1 – 7.7 of the Official 
Minutes of the Council).  
 
(A) That Cabinet be recommended to introduce Police checks for all housing  applicants 
 before they are offered a Council tenancy or are nominated to a housing association with 
 effect from 1 April, 2012. 
 
(B) That the Housing Policy Development Committee review the Policy after 12 months.  

  
35. Revised Work Programme: 2011 – 2012 Municipal Year 

 
Consideration was given to the Revised Work Programme: 2011-2012 Municipal Year. 
 
Members noted the Revised Work Programme: 2011-2012 Municipal Year and also agreed that an 
additional meeting was required. The Chairman therefore agreed to hold an additional meeting on 
Tuesday 14 February, 2012 at 4.00 p.m. 

  
  
  
  
      
 CHAIRMAN 
  
  
 


