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CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 

BRIEFING NOTE 

HOUSING POLICY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

10TH OCTOBER 2011 

HEAD OF ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH 

PRIVATE SECTOR HOUSING STRATEGY 

 

1. Purpose of Briefing Note 

1.1 To inform members of the new private sector housing strategy prepared  from the information 

 obtained during the private sector house condition survey in 2010 and the changes to the  legislative 
 framework relating to the work of the private sector housing group of the Environmental Health Service 

2. Recommendation 

2.1 

 

3. Background 

3.1 During 2010 a House Condition survey was undertaken for the Council to find out what the current 
 situation is within the sector, this report reflects the changes to the area since 2003 when the previous 
 report was prepared and also reflects the changes in approach to housing standards since then. 

3.2 The Council are required, as part of their duties in the Housing Acts to undertake such work and to 
 prepare a Strategy on a regular basis to support the private housing sector in their District. 

3.3 As can be seen in the report and presentation, the area is predominately private sector housing, with a 
 high proportion of owner occupiers; many owner occupiers undertake their own improvements, repairs 
 and maintenance without recourse to this Council. 

3.4 There are a number of groups who do regularly look for assistance from us. Much of the work of the 
 private sector housing group is focussed on ensuring that standards are maintained in property let by 
 private landlords, ensuring that they do maintain the property to adequate standards of repair and 
 facilities suitable for their rent paying tenants 

3.5 Provision of assistance to people eligible for Disabled Facilities Grants, empty properties and Houses 
 rented in rooms and flat lets also take a considerable proportion of the group’s time. 

4. Key issues 

4.1 The Strategy for 2011 – 2016 reflects the findings of the house condition survey and the changing 
 relationship between this Authority and local and national bodies developing as the present Government 
 changes the emphasis and services available. This is, of course, an ongoing undertaking and there will 
 have to be changes to priorities as they develop. 

 

That the Housing Policy Development Committee note the contents of the proposed 
strategy and  make recommendation to Cabinet 
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4.2 Many of the elements of the strategy reflect the ongoing work of the group; where they endeavour to 
 maintain standards in the sector and develop awareness of those standards, particularly to landlords of 
 rented accommodation. 

4.3 Clearly there will be developments, as a result of the changes being contemplated by central 
 government, which will have to be incorporated into the ongoing work of the group as they come 
 forward. Some of these may well develop or change the direction of elements of the Strategy in later 
 years, these will have to be addressed at the time of change 

 

Dave Chaplin 

Private Sector Housing Manager 

 


