
CANNOCK CHASE DISTRICT COUNCIL STANDARDS COMMITTEE 
 

INDEPENDENT CHAIR AND VICE-CHAIR 1ST YEAR REVIEW 
 
 

It has now been 1 year since we were selected to sit on the Standards Committee at CCDC and as 
Chair and Vice-Chair we feel the need to express our views and opinions on how we perceive its 
progress to date. 
 
We would like to remind everyone that we are Independent with no political bias with neither of us 
having any previous experience in local government and no desire for any financial gain. 
 
From the beginning and still today we both firmly believe that this Committee’s business is one 
forum whereby any “political beliefs” are not required.  The purpose of the Committee is to ensure 
ALL members are treated equally and fairly irrelevant of the political party they belong to, therefore 
the Committee members should be working together as a team and not as it appears at the 
moment where party point scoring seems to be the order of the day. 
 
Our general impression is that this Standards Committee is a very low priority on everyone’s 
agenda.  It is in situ simply because there is a directive from Central Government saying there 
should be one and only “lip service” is being paid to it. 
 
This first year has been mainly training of the Committee members and putting into place 
procedures and guidelines.  No complaints have been handled therefore the competency of the 
Committee has yet to be tried and as in the future all Standards Committees in the country will 
have to handle complaints locally, due to our perceived lack of unity due to “political interests” we 
have concerns. 
 
We are both committed and wish to carry on in our positions, we both have desire to be part of a 
successful and progressive Standards Committee, but it requires a more positive attitude from all 
concerned as we are not prepared to pay “lip service” ourselves. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


