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CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

CANNOCK COMMUNITY FORUM  
 

NOTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
 

MONDAY, 17 SEPTEMBER 2007 AT 7.00 P.M. 
 

IN THE BALLROOM, CIVIC CENTRE, BEECROFT ROAD, CANNOCK 
 
 

PRESENT:           Councillors: 
 

Alcott, G. (Chairman) 
Toth, J. (Vice-Chairman) 

 
 Allen, F.W.C. 

Dixon, D.I. 
Faulkner, B.J. 

 Kraujalis, J.T. 
Morgan, C.W.J. 
Thomas, D. 

 

  
 Other Councillors Present: 
  
 Councillor  R.D. Butler 

Councillor J. Beddows 
Councillor Mrs. D.M. Todd 

  
 Cannock Chase Council Officers: 
  
 Mr. D. Hoare, Director of Service Improvement 

Mr. J. Heminsley, Planning Services Manager 
Mr. I. Tennant, Head of Housing 
Mr. T. Walsh, Parks and Open Spaces Manager 
Mrs. C. Bowker, Committee Officer 

  
 Also Present
  
 Staffordshire Police 

Representatives from the Press 
Local Residents (approximately 30) 

  
(Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs. M.A. Davis and M.P. Freeman, W.L. Trigg, 
Deputy Chief Executive and J. Bletcher and G. Griffiths, South Staffs, PCT). 
 
Prior to the commencement of the meeting the Chairman informed the Forum that he had agreed to item 5 
on the agenda, the question from Mr. B. Till, being deferred to the meeting scheduled for 10 December, 
2007. 
  
1. Notes 
  
 Maureen Freeman, Friends of Cannock Park, explained that she had read out a letter received 

from Ms. Karen Bradford at the last meeting which stated that discussions with the Charity 
Commission were taking place.  She had since spoken to the Charity Commission and was 
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unsure if the information contained in the letter was correct.  A copy of the letter was being 
forwarded to the Charity Commission for clarification. 

  
 Councillor D. Thomas reported that he had raised the issue of correspondence with the Charity 

Commission at a meeting of the full Council and had been informed that he would receive copies 
of the letters.  He had not so far received such copies and it was requested that the matter be 
brought to the attention of the appropriate officers. 

  
 The notes of the meeting held on 2 July, 2007 were agreed as a correct record. 
  
2. Update on Alcohol Restriction Orders – consumption of alcohol in the grounds of 

St. Luke’s Church 
  
 Mr. Middlehurst informed the Forum that he had received a detailed letter from Inspector 

Mat Derrick the Neighbourhood Police Unit Commander, Cannock Neighbourhood Police Unit.  
Mr. Middlehurst explained that the Police Community Support Officers (PCSOs), although they 
played an important role, could only work until 10.00 p.m., and had no powers of enforcement.  It 
was considered that should more Special Constables be appointed this would be of benefit as 
they were able to work during the night and had more powers. 

  
 Maureen Freeman explained that she would like to receive information on how many Section 

30s had been issued; the number of fines and how much a person could be fined within the 
designated areas.  The Chairman informed Ms. Freeman that her request would be forwarded to 
the appropriate officers in the Partnership Development Unit. 

  
 The PCSOs reported that information regarding the role of Special Constables was available on 

the internet. 
  
3. Items requested at previous meeting:- 
  
 (i) Update on Testing of Headstones, Graves and Memorials
   
  Mr. T. Walsh, Parks and Open Spaces Manager informed the Forum that a progress 

report on the management of headstones and monuments within Council managed 
cemeteries and burial grounds had been considered by Cabinet at their meeting on 
19 July, 2007. 

  
  There were two scenarios which were discussed:- 
  
 •  Headstones on temporary stakes where no grave deed holder could be 

traced (letters returned as not known at this address). 
   
 •  Headstones on temporary stakes where the grave deed holder had been 

contacted but had not taken any action to rectify the defective headstone. 
  
 Cabinet had agreed that a further letter would be forwarded to grave deed holders that had not 

taken any action in order that they could effect repairs to the headstones.   
  
 A list of defective headstones has been posted in the cemeteries and on the Council’s website, 

those that had been officially repaired having already being taken off the list.   
  
 Council trained staff would then retest the headstones by a push and standard 35kg weight test.  
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It was pointed out that some repairs had been carried out by grave deed holders (without an 
official permit) to the headstones some of which may prove to be successful and would pass the 
test and others which would not.  It was also known that some headstones that had passed the 
test had had wooden stake supports erected to them by persons unknown.  The headstones 
deemed to be of greatest risk would then be laid down.  Headstones properly repaired by a 
certified stone mason would not be retested. 

  
 The Forum were informed that the Council had a registration scheme for memorial masons and 

had agreed a minimum 10 year workmanship guarantee with all memorial masons working in the 
Council’s cemeteries.  

  
 The Forum requested that the public should be invited to see how the tests would be carried out 

and that it should be publicised.  Mr. Walsh informed the Forum that public awareness days 
would be arranged to allow this to happen.  

  
 (ii) Information on the Council’s powers to deal with derelict properties/land
  
  Mr. J. Heminsley, Planning Services Manager informed the Forum that the Council 

had a variety of powers to deal with derelict properties and land dependant on the 
nature of the problem. 

   
  If properties were deemed to be dangerous the Council could take direct action, or if 

dilapidated the owner could be sent a formal notice.  Action could also be taken with 
respect to land if considered to be detrimental to the visual amenity of the area.  If 
residents were concerned about certain properties or land they should contact the 
Building Control Manager or Mr. Heminsley. 

   
  If there was a problem with respect to large amounts of rubbish on land, action could 

be taken under the Town and Country Planning Act.  If vermin was present then the 
Environment Health Department had legislation which they could use to resolve the 
matter.  

   
  Councillor D. Thomas was concerned that no action could be taken if the Council was 

not aware who owned the land/property.  Mr. Heminsley explained that the Council 
could intervene but this would involve money being expended and authority to do this 
would be required. 

  
4. Payments on Loss of Forced Sale, Bevan Lee Redevelopment Programme 
  
 As the resident who had raised the above item was not present the Chairman agreed that the 

matter would not be dealt with.  He expressed regret that the Head of Housing had attended and 
not been required. 

  
5. Update on Health Centre Development 
  
 Residents were concerned that people who had objected to the original plans for the Health 

Centre Development were not aware that amended plans had been submitted which would be 
considered by the Planning Control Committee at their meeting on 3 October, 2007. 

  
 Mr. Heminsley informed the Forum that the amendments were only to the car park and 

pedestrian link to the leisure centre car park.  He had contacted the highways authority, Police 
and Friends of Cannock Park, but would need to check the file to ascertain which residents had 
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been written to.  By Law the Council were not obliged to consult again. 
  
 Maureen Freeman considered that not all residents were aware of this development and it had 

been stated that there was no suitable alternative site.  She informed the Forum that 
Mid Staffs Hospital had offered Cannock Hospital as an alternative site. 

  
 Mr. Heminsley explained that he had not been informed that an alternative site was being 

proposed by the South Staffs PCT, and it was a matter for the PCT to raise with the Council 
acting as Local Planning Authority if they wished information about an alternative site to be taken 
into account. 

  
 Councillor Beddows expressed concern that if the proposed application site was not approved 

then in his opinion a Health Centre in Cannock would be delayed for a number of years. 
  
 A local resident explained that she had attended a meeting of the Steering Group set up by 

Marion Rogerson from the PCT and had been informed that seventeen other sites in the 
Cannock area had been investigated.  When information on the other sites had been requested 
this had not been provided.  Mr. Heminsley agreed to provide the resident with the list of the 
sites. 

  
 Maureen Freeman informed the Forum that she considered that should the application be 

approved by the Planning Control Committee that there would be other legal implications with 
respect to the charity land. 

  
 Councillor Thomas expressed concern that if the Health Centre was included in the Cannock 

Hospital site then the facilities at the Hospital would decline and patients would have to travel to 
Stafford. 

  
6. Update on Cannock Sports Stadium 
  
 A local resident expressed concern that if houses were built on the open space land at the 

Stadium then children which presently played football etc., there, would lose this free facility.  
The Children and Young People had recently considered the Play Strategy but she considered 
that this was a more structured play scheme. 

  
 Mr. D. Hoare, Director of Service Improvement informed the Forum that it was still the Council’s 

policy to move the Stadium facilities to the Blake Valley Technology College.  The Forum 
requested that this item be placed on the agenda for the next meeting. 

  
7. Update on Leisure Village Proposal 
  
 A local resident enquired if any decision had been made on what facilities would be included in 

the proposed Leisure Village and if this would change if the Health Centre was also built on the 
site. 

  
 Mr. D. Hoare informed the Forum that what would be included in the Leisure Village was 

dependant on the sale of the Stadium. 
  
8. Forward Agenda for Future Meetings 
  
 The following item was requested for inclusion on the agenda for the next meeting:- 
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 •  Question from Mr. Bryan Till. 
  
 •  Update on Cannock Sports Stadium. 
  
 The Chairman informed the Forum that forms were available for completion for items to be 

included on the agenda for the next meeting. 
  
9. Dates of Future Meetings 
  
 The Chairman informed the Forum that the next meeting would be held on 

Monday, 10 December, 2007.  The following meeting scheduled for Monday 31 March, 2008 
would now be held on Monday, 7 April, 2008.  
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