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CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
 

HOUSING POLICY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 

WEDNESDAY 6 FEBRUARY, 2013 AT 4.00 P.M. 
 

IN THE CIVIC CENTRE, BEECROFT ROAD, CANNOCK 
 

PART 1 
 

PRESENT:  Councillors: 
 

  

Grice, Mrs. D. (Chairman) 
 

  Allen, F.W.C. 
 Jones, Ms. J.L. 
  

Kraujalis, J.T. 
Molineux, G.N. 

By invitation:                      Councillor Mrs. M.A. Davis, Health and Wellbeing                    
  Portfolio Holder 
   
1. 
 

Apologies 
 
There were no apologies.     

  
2. Declarations of Interests of Members in Contracts and Other Matters and 

Restriction on Voting by Members 
 
There were no Interests declared.  

  
3. Minutes  

 
AGREED: 
 
That the Minutes of the meeting held on 28 November, 2012 be approved as a 
correct record. 

  
4. Tenancy Support Services 

 
The Committee received a presentation from Jean Reid, Service Manager, 
Bromford Support. 
 
Ms. Reid reported that through Bromford support the organisation helped 
vulnerable individuals and families with a range of issues ranging from financial 
management, tenancy and emotional support.  
 
The customers supported in Cannock Chase included:- 
 

•  Socially excluded groups – short term support to people aged 18 and over 
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to live independently in their own homes.  
 

•  Learning disabilities and mental health – support to adults with learning 
disabilities and/or mental health needs who wish to live independently but 
required support  

 

•  Young families –accommodation based support to vulnerable young 
parents 16-25  

 

•  Older persons floating support – provided to people aged 55 and over 
who wish to live independently in their own homes but required support 

 
She reported on a number of achievements during 2012 which included:-  
 

•  Supporting customers with grants and funding to the value of £21,500 and 
£24,700 worth of debts waived 

 

•  Cannock older peoples service applied and received for funding worth  
£15,000 
 

•  Heath Way young families received housing benefit worth £92,000 and 
£9,000 of grants and funding 
 

Ian Tennant, Head of Housing reported that Bromford Support was initially 
funded through the former Supporting People Programme administered by 
Staffordshire County Council although Supporting People monies now formed 
part of the County Council’s revenue support grant. The organisation worked in 
conjunction with the Council to help families with a referral.   
 
Ms. Reid advised that referrals could be made direct to Bromford Support by 
Members of the Council or made through the Housing Department. Over the 
past 12 months 65 referrals had been received from the Council and 120 
customers from Cannock were receiving support.  
 
The Chairman thanked Ms. Reid for her presentation.  

  
5. Place Priority Delivery Plan 2012-13  

 
Consideration was given to the Performance Outturn for Quarter 2.  
 
The Head of Housing reported that whilst all programmes were currently on 
target it was not now expected that 360 bathroom replacements would be 
achieved by 31 March, 2013. This issue had been addressed by Cabinet on 31 
January, 2013 and resulted from:- 
 

(a) The need to vire monies to the kitchen programme where demand for 
work was higher than expected 

 
(b) Additional households whose homes are included within the bathroom 

programme choosing the more expensive shower cubicle option 



Housing PDC – 06/02/13 3 

 
A Member asked if tenants could incur the additional cost difference between a 
bath replacement and shower replacement. The Head of Housing advised that 
this was a policy choice and most Local Authorities offered a similar replacement 
as standard.  
 
The Head of Housing in response to a question raised by a Member, added that 
regardless of whether a property had a bath or shower fitted there had been no 
issues raised with regard to preference when re-letting properties.  
 
Members noted the Performance Outturn for Quarter 2. 

  
6. “Making Every Contact Count – A Joint Approach to Preventing 

Homelessness” 
 
Consideration was given to the Report of the Head of Housing (Enclosure 6.1 – 
6.12 of the Official Minutes of the Council). 
 
Janet Baldasera, Housing Strategy Manager presented the Report.  
 
She explained that the report set out the Council’s progress against ten local 
challenges which the Government considered should lead all homelessness 
authorities in delivering what was considered a gold standard service and 
provided information on each of the ten local challenges. 
 
A Member referred to Challenge 3 – Offer a Housing Options prevention service, 
including written advice, to all clients and asked if the Council followed up the 
advice that was provided to people via letter. Mrs. Baldasera advised that the 
Council did follow up advice with a letter although some people were also 
referred to groups such as Bromford Support.  
 
With regard to Challenge 10 Mrs. Baldasera reported that the Committee would 
receive a further report in the future on temporary accommodation and explained 
that currently all bed and breakfast accommodation used by the Council was 
located outside of the District. 
 
AGREED: 
 

(A) That the report be noted 
 

(B) That following a review of the temporary emergency shared 
 accommodation scheme for single people at the Moss Road Estate, the 
 future demand for this type of accommodation be assessed.  

  
7. Norton Canes Photovoltaic Panel Pilot Scheme – Initial Evaluation 

 
Consideration was given to the Report of the Head of Housing (Enclosure 7.1 – 
7.6 of the Official Minutes of the Council). 
 
Rick Pepper, Housing Property Services Property Manager presented the report. 
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The Head of Housing reported that information had suggested that PV panels 
could potentially be installed on around 1,350 Council properties subject to an 
appropriate provider being found. 
 
AGREED: 
 

(A) That the preliminary evaluation of the Norton Canes Photovoltaic (PV)  
 Panel Pilot Scheme, be noted 

 
(B) That the pilot scheme be subject to further evaluation including:- 

 
(i) Monitoring of the potential electricity cost savings in respect of the 

three sample pilot scheme properties for a full 12 month period 
 

(ii) A survey of all tenants whose homes are included within the pilot 
scheme 

 
(C) That following further evaluation of the pilot scheme Cabinet be  

 recommended to evaluate the potential provision of PV panels to further 
 dwellings within the Council’s housing stock as part of the housing   
 actions in the 2013-14 “Place” Priority Delivery Plan. 

  
8. Revised Work Programme 2012-13 Municipal Year 

 
Consideration was given to the Revised Work Programme 2012-13 Municipal 
Year (Enclosure 8 of the Official Minutes of the Council). 
 
The Head of Housing reported that the proposed joint meeting with the Health 
and Wellbeing Policy Development Committee in respect of the supporting 
people funding for community alarms (scheduled for December 2012) had not 
taken place, as the consultation paper had not been issued by the County 
Council. 

  
  
  
      
 CHAIRMAN 
  
 (The meeting concluded at 5.17 p.m.). 
 


