
CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
 

HOUSING POLICY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 

TUESDAY 24 FEBRUARY, 2009 AT 4.00 P.M. 
 

IN THE CIVIC CENTRE, BEECROFT ROAD, CANNOCK 
 

PART 1 
 

 
PRESENT:  Councillors 
 

  

Williams, B. (Chairman) 
Bernard, J. (Vice-Chairman) 

 
 Beddows, J. 
 Bernard, Mrs. A.F. 
  

Dixon, D.I. 
Williams, Mrs. P. 

 
 

(Apologies for absence were received from Councillors F.W.C. Allen and R.G. Meaden). 
  
29. Minutes 
  
 AGREED: 
  
 That the Minutes of the meeting held on 20 January, 2009 be approved as a correct 

record. 
   
30. Consultation on Excluding New Council Housing from Housing Revenue Account 

Subsidy and Pooling 
  
 Consideration was given to a Briefing Note of the Head of Housing (Enclosure 4.1 – 4.2 of 

the Official Minutes of the Council). 
  
 The Head of Housing provided background information on the Government’s proposals 

and stated that the implications and feasibility of building new Council housing in the 
Cannock Chase area would be considered as part of the options appraisal in respect of 
the Council’s existing housing stock later this year.   

  
 AGREED: 
  
 That Cabinet be requested to consider the response as set out in Annex 2 to the 

Department for Communities and Local Government in respect of the Government’s 
proposal on the consultation on excluding new Council housing from housing revenue 
account subsidy and pooling. 

  

Housing Policy 
Development Committee-24/02/09 25 



31. Tenant Services Authority – National Conversation 
  
 Consideration was given to a Briefing Note of the Head of Housing (Enclosure 5.1 – 5.2 of 

the Official Minutes of the Council). 
  
 Members were of the opinion that the questionnaire produced by the Tenant Services 

Authority may prove complicated for some tenants to complete.   
  
 AGREED: 
  
 That the contents of the briefing note, be noted. 
  
32. Presentation – The Audit Commission Housing Inspection Regime 
  
 A presentation was given to Members by the Head of Housing regarding The Audit 

Commission Housing Inspection Regime. 
  
 He reported that the aim of the inspection regime was to ensure that social housing 

providers delivered ‘best value’ services in accordance with defined standards of cost and 
quality. Inspected services were provided with two judgements, firstly how good the 
service was and secondly its prospects for improvement. 

  
 It was reported that there were two types of inspection namely the ‘traditional’ type of 

inspection which covered the whole or a substantial part of the housing service and short 
notice inspections which examined a specific aspect of the service. Short notice 
inspections were currently subject to a pilot scheme and it was considered that the Council 
would initially be subject to a ‘traditional’ type of inspection. 

  
 The inspection assessment was undertaken in accordance with ‘key lines of enquiry’, 

which provided a published ‘benchmark’ standards of service. The social housing provider 
who was subject to inspections initially would undertake a self-assessment, which was 
then verified by an inspection team through a range of reality checks.   

  
 It was noted that two areas of the Council’s housing service were inspected resulting in a 

‘one star with promising prospects for improvement’ in respect of repairs and maintenance 
(2004) and a ‘one star with uncertain prospects for improvement’ in respect of strategic 
housing (2004). 

  
 The Head of Housing reported that a Improvement Plan was being progressed in order to 

secure improvements to the current housing service. In addition, two areas of the housing 
service (anti-social behaviour and estate services and responsive repairs and voids) had 
recently been subject to external assessment by the Housing Quality Network, which 
resulted in recommendations to address a number of weaknesses which had been 
identified. These recommendations were now being incorporated into a revised Housing 
Service Improvement Plan. 

  
 AGREED: 
  
 That the recommendations made by the Housing Quality Network in respect of anti-social 

behaviour and estate services and responsive repairs and voids, are considered at the 
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next meeting of the Housing Policy Development Committee. 
  
  
  
  
  
 CHAIRMAN 
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	Minutes
	That Cabinet be requested to consider the response as set out in Annex 2 to the Department for Communities and Local Government in respect of the Government’s proposal on the consultation on excluding new Council housing from housing revenue account subsidy and pooling.

