
CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

HEDNESFORD COMMUNITY FORUM 
 

NOTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 
 

TUESDAY, 11 SEPTEMBER 2007 AT 7.00 P.M. 
 

AT THE AQUARIUS BALLROOM, VICTORIA STREET, HEDNESFORD 
 

PRESENT: Cannock Chase Council Forum Members 
 
  Councillors: 
    
       Burnett, J. (Chairman) 
            Yates, Ms. W. (Vice-Chairman) 
 
   Grice, Mrs. D.  Pearce, Mrs. L.J. 
 
  Other Councillor Present: 
 
   Stanley, N.K. 
 
  Cannock Chase Council Officers: 
 
   Mr. J. Heminsley (Planning Services Manager) 

Mr. T. McGovern (Director of Organisational Improvement) 
Mr. B. Phillips (Head of Planning and Regeneration)  

 Miss. J.K. Tunnicliffe (Senior Committee Officer) 
Mr. G. Watson (Economic Development Manager) 

 
  Also Present, Representatives from the following Organisations: 
 
   Cannock Police 
   Circle of Residents Association 

Press 
Members of Public – approximately 30 

 
(Apologies for absence were received from Councillors G. Ball, A.E. Jones and County 
Councillor S. Woodward). 
 
1. Notes 
 

The Notes of the meeting held on 3 July 2007 were agreed as a correct record. 
 
2. Presentation and Update – Hednesford Town Centre Re-development 
 

Presentation - Pritchard Group 



The Chairman welcomed Mr. Pritchard of the Pritchard Group to give a presentation to 
members of the public regarding the proposals for the Lucas building, Hednesford. (A 
copy of the presentation is attached). 

 
Mr. Pritchard reported that the development would be known as the ‘Light Works’, 
Lucas Court Development and the regeneration initiative was to promote leisure, 
tourism and living. 

 
There would be shops available for local traders, duplex apartments and an interactive 
café/museum know as a ‘museatery’.   

 
He reported that the current car parking spaces located at the Co-op superstore would 
need to be reconfigured in order to provide parking space for the residential units. He 
also stated that disabled spaces were located at the Co-Op and also on the street. 

 
A number of local residents stated that they were happy with the plans for the 
development however; the only issue of concern was regarding the car parking at the 
back of the apartments for residents.  

 
A local resident asked what type of retail outlets would occupy the shops. Mr. Pritchard 
stated that he had not approached any traders however, he was hoping for smaller 
specialist shops which would be in keeping with the ‘kiosk’ type units that would be 
created. 

 
Mr. Pritchard indicated that the project for the ‘Light Works’ would take between 4-6 
months for completion providing everything associated with the development was in 
place.   

 
Mr. Phillips, the Council’s Head of Planning and Regeneration reported that there was 
currently a planning application with the Council which would be considered by the 
Planning Control Committee in October. Comments were sought from local residents in 
relation to the proposed application by the end of next week. 

 
Councillor Mrs. L.J. Pearce asked who owned the car park to the rear of the Co-Op, 
and if it was likely that Hednesford would see car parking charges in the near future. 

 
Mr. Phillips stated that the car park was owned by the Council and the Council would 
allow for car park spaces to be created as part of the development. There were 
currently no proposals to introduce car parking charges in Hednesford as the budget 
had already been set for 3 years. 

 
3. Update – St Modwen Developments 
 

The Chairman welcomed Mr. Dodds to give an update regarding Phases I and II of the 
Hednesford re-development. 

 
Mr. Dodds reported that Lidl had been secured for phase 1 and terms had been 
agreed.  

 



A competition would be held towards the end of the year which would be open to 
schools, general public etc to establish a name for the development. 

 
He stated that discussions were ongoing with 2 food store operators in relation to the 
phase 2 development. 

 
A member of the public asked what the current position was regarding ATP. Mr. 
Phillips reported that ATP would be included as part of the phase 2 development and 
negotiations were ongoing between ATP and St Modwen. 

 
A member of the public reported that a hedge located at a property in Victoria Street, 
Hednesford was very high. Mr. Watson reported that the Council were aware of the 
issue and a notice had been issued to the owner of the property. 

 
4. Update regarding Cannock Stadium 
 

Mr. Phillips read out the following statement on behalf of Ms. K. Bradford, Head of 
Culture and Major Projects with regard to the Cannock Stadium. 

 
“Officers are continuing to progress the Councils preferred option of relocating the 
athletics track to Blake Valley Technology College as part of the disposal of the 
Stadium site. Meetings have and are taking place with key stakeholders, Staffordshire 
County Council, Technology College, England Athletics and the Athletics Club. 
Architects have now been appointed to design the facility on the preferred option site to 
RIBA Stage C; this will enable detailed discussions to take place with the Landowner, 
the College and other parties 

  
Once an outline design has been agreed between the stakeholders, then it is 
envisaged that a public consultation event will be planned at the College to seek the 
views of the local residents” 

 
5. Update regarding Stafford Lane Speed Reducing Measures 
 

Mr. T. McGovern, Director of Organisational Improvement read out the following 
statement on behalf of Mr. G. Hunt, Partnership District Officer regarding Stafford Lane 
Speed Reducing Measures. 

 
“Design work on the Pye Green Valley distributor road is progressing and we hope to 
complete the full design by the end of September.  This means that the key dates 
reported to previous meetings of the Forum still apply; namely spring 2008 will see the 
site marketed and the procurement stages of a European Journal tender process.  The 
earliest start date for construction will therefore be September 2008, with an estimated 
12 month time frame.  In relation to the planned traffic calming features for Stafford 
Lane, that are to be funded as part of the  Pye Green Valley scheme, these will be put 
in place before the new distributor road is bought into use, which will be approximately 
September 2009. However in the meantime the impact of the new pedestrian crossing 
on Stafford Lane will be kept under review to see if it is helping to reduce drivers speed 
and contribute to an improvement in road safety”. 

 



Some concern was raised by members of the public that the volume of traffic would 
increase on the distributor road.  

 
6. Questions from Member of the Public 
 

Question 1 – Hednesford Quarry, Rugeley Road 
 

Mr. Heminsley, Planning Services Manager reported that the Council were currently 
liaising with the owner of the quarry but a satisfactory response had not yet been 
received, therefore an enforcement notice would be issued. 

 
Question 2 – Travellers  

 
Mr. Pearson, local resident reported that a problem existed in the local area with noise 
and nuisance from travellers, and he had previously contacted Mr. Danks at 
Staffordshire County Council concerning the problem. 

 
Mr. Heminsley reported that advice would be provided to landowners about the 
process they would need to go through to evict travelers from their land.  
 
He reported that all Local Authorities were obliged to consider the needs of travellers 
and the Council were working with other Local Authorities to try and identify genuine 
needs. 

 
A study would be complete by December to establish if there was a need for a traveller 
site in the area. 

 
7. Forward Agenda for Future Meetings 
 

The Chairman reported that the next Hednesford Community Forum was scheduled for 
Tuesday 11 December 2007 and forms were available for members of the public to 
complete should they wish to raise items for the meeting. 

 
8. Dates of Future Meetings 
 

The Chairman reported the dates of future meetings of the Hednesford Community 
Forum: - 

 
• Tuesday 11 December 2007 
• Tuesday 1 April 2007 


