
CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

HEATH HAYES, NORTON CANES AND RAWNSLEY COMMUNITY FORUM 
 

NOTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 
 

MONDAY, 5 FEBRUARY, 2007 AT 7.00 P.M. 
 

AT WIMBLEBURY COMMUNITY CENTRE, JOHN STREET, WIMBLEBURY 
 
 

PRESENT:       Cannock Chase Council Forum Members
 
 Councillors: 
 
                                                 Butler, R.D. (Chairman) 

Ansell, Mrs. P.A. (Vice-Chairman) 
                                      

 Beddows, J.  Collis, C.  
 Bernard, Mrs. A.F.  Mawle, D.L.  
 Carr, I.R.  Todd, Mrs. D.M.  
     
 Other Councillors present:- 

 
Councillor N. Stanley, Leader of the Council 

 

 
 Cannock Chase Council Officers 

 
Mr. B. Kean, Head of Financial Management 
Mr. S. Shilvock, Head of Environmental Health 
Mr. T. Walsh, Parks and Open Spaces Manager 
Mr. L. Neate, Waste and Engineering Services Manager 
Mrs. W. Rowe, Senior Committee Officer 
 
Also Present:- 
 
County Councillor J. Toth 
Mr. G. Hunt, Partnership District Officer, Staffordshire County Council 
PC Dean Cooper, Staffordshire Police 
PCSO Davina Hickman 
Cath Wohlers, Trading Standards 
Allan Donaldson, Central Networks 
Mr. R. E. Lee, Staffordshire Ambulance Services   
Representatives from Norton Canes Parish Council 
Representatives from the Press 
Local Residents (approximately 8) 

  
(Apologies for absence were received from Councillors S.M. Hewitt, M.J. Holder, County Councillors J. 
O’Leary and S. Woodward and Inspector D. Timmis and PC Luke Norman, Staffordshire Police). 
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1. Notes 
   
 The notes of the meeting held on 13 November 2006 were agreed as a correct record.   

 
Arising from item 6 of the notes Mr. Steve Shilvock, Head of Environmental Health, explained 
that a meeting with Hednesford Raceway had been arranged for Friday 9 February 2007 to 
discuss and agree a programme of monitoring at the raceway.  Liaison with residents would 
take place to agree suitable monitoring points.  A further meeting with Mr. G. Winslow, 
Property Services Manager, was to be held to discuss the renewal of the lease. 
 
With regard to item 2, the Police representative was asked to confirm whether PC Luke 
Norman had contacted Mr. Pape regarding the speed of traffic using the Littleworth Road.  PC 
Dean Cooper advised that PC Norman had submitted his apologies for the meeting, however, 
he was aware that speed checks had been undertaken in the Littleworth Road area. 

  
2. Testing of Headstones 
  
 The Chairman read out the following statement regarding the Testing of Headstones:- 
  
 “As many of you will be aware, the safety testing of headstones was completed last year in 

Cannock Chase. 
 
The testing followed a Local Authority Circular that was published by the Health and Safety 
Executive and which highlighted the increasing attention that burial authorities must apply to 
the risks surrounding memorial stability in cemeteries. 
 
To date, there have been six fatalities and 60 reported incidents of injury involving headstones 
and memorials in the last five years. 
 
This concern, allied with the Health and Safety at Work Act and the Occupiers Liability Act, 
places a statutory duty on local authorities to ensure all of its cemeteries are as safe as is 
reasonably practicable for all employees and members of the public. 
 
We appreciate that this is a particularly sensitive issue and so are doing all we can to try and 
avoid any distress to the families concerned. 
 
If you have a headstone in Cannock Cemetery, Wolseley Road Cemetery, or one of the 6 
closed churchyards which the Council is responsible for, you need to check if the headstone 
has been tested and whether you have received notification of the outcome. 
 
If you have received notification, or are not sure what the outcome of the test was and need 
further advice, please speak to the officers outside the main hall who will have the following 
information available. 
 
FAQ’s 
Memorial Application Forms to arrange repair 
List of Approved Memorial Masons” 
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3. Problems relating to vehicles parking on the grass verges alongside Cannock  
Road, Heath Hayes from Golds Garage to Hayes Way Island 

  
 Mr Baseley, a local resident raised concern regarding the damage caused by the parking of 

vehicles on the grass verges at the above location. 
 
The Forum was advised that Severn Trent had undertaken work in the area some 3 years ago 
which had damaged the verges.  The County Council had indicated that restoration work 
would be undertaken but this had not been done. 
 
It was noted that the some of the damage to the verges was caused by residents parking their 
cars on the verges.  Some residents had placed boulders on the verges to try to discourage 
parking. 
 
It was suggested that some form of concrete bollard system could be erected to make it 
difficult to park cars on the verges.  In addition, the possibility of introducing a bye law was 
suggested which would forbid parking on verges. 
 
In response PC Dean Cooper explained that, as the problem did not relate to the poor visibility 
caused by the parked cars, he did not consider the issue to be a matter for the Police.  
However, he would make enquiries with Staffordshire County Council regarding this problem. 

  
4. Speeding of Vehicles on Littleworth Road and Parking of Vehicles on Footpaths 
  
 Mr. Pape, a local resident expressed concern regarding the speed of vehicles, particularly 

HGV’s, along the Littleworth Road.  He stated that the matter had been ongoing for a 
considerable number of years without a resolution.  Furthermore, the number vehicles parking 
on the footpath along Littleworth Road was still causing a problem.  He considered that these 
vehicles should park on the road itself and this would assist in slowing the traffic down. 
 
PC Cooper stated that Rugeley Police Station covered this area.  However, Inspector Timmis 
had submitted his apologies for the meeting but had advised that speed checks had been 
conducted in the area and more checks were in the pipeline.  He suggested that residents 
provide the registration numbers of the vehicles parking on the footpaths to the Police who 
would then send letters or visit the owners. 
 
He further explained that, although the law stated that you should not park on the footpath, 
common sense should apply.  The general view was to consider whether a wheelchair or 
double buggy could still pass the parked vehicle.  However, he would arrange for an article to 
be placed in the local papers regarding the problems caused by the parking of vehicles on 
footpaths. 
 
Mr. R. Lee from Staffordshire Ambulance Service reported on increasing problems that 
occurred due to cars double parking in side streets making it difficult for fire engines or 
ambulances to pass. 
 
The Chairman stated that a representative from Rugeley Police would be requested to attend 
the next meeting for this issue. 
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5. The large amount of vehicles with only one headlight working, drivers using fog lights 
when not needed and drivers, particularly HGV drivers, using mobile phones 

  
 Mrs. Pape, a local resident, raised concern regarding the above issues and considered action 

should be taken with regard to these matters. 
 
PC Cooper stated that as these issues were a national problem and not local issues they were 
not relevant to the Forum meeting.  However, he stated that it was possible to issue a vehicle 
defect note to vehicles displaying one headlight rather than issuing a £30 ticket. With regard to 
drivers using fog lights unnecessarily, he advised that a number of accidents had occurred as 
a result of this. He confirmed that fog lights should only be used in seriously reduced visibility.  
Penalty notes could be issued if necessary.  He reported that there had been 8/9 deaths as a 
result of motorists using mobile phones whilst driving.  The Government were in the process of 
changing the law so that a £60 fixed penalty ticket could be issued and 3 points added to a 
licence to those caught using a mobile whilst driving. 
 
PC Cooper agreed to arrange for an article to be placed in the local papers regarding the 
problems associated with the unnecessary use of fog lights. 

  
6. Central Networks – Power Cuts 
  
 Mrs. Pape explained that it had been requested to include this item on the agenda at the last 

meeting due to a representative from Central Networks being unable to attend that meeting. 
 
Allan Donaldson, the representative from Central Networks reported that the Burntwood 
Substation was performing well with high voltage faults at a low level.  He stated that Cannock 
suffered abnormal performance issues on the York Road feeder.  However, progress was 
continuing to be been made on installing 4km of underground cable to resolve the York Road 
circuit.  It was anticipated that cable would continue to be installed for at least another 12 
weeks.  He further reported that improved protection had been installed on several feeders 
and significant investment on cable overlays had been carried out.  Increased automations 
had improved restoration times for those still being affected by power cuts and the protection 
strategy had reduced the number of customers affected by faults. 
 
Forum Members stated that there had been little improvement to the service over the last 12 to 
18 months and considered that this was not acceptable. 

  
 Mr. Donaldson acknowledged that performance issues on the York Road feeder remained an 

issue but the works to overlay cable would deliver the required improvement. 
  
7. Fireworks and issues with respect to noise levels, dates and times when they are lit and 

who they are sold to 
  
 Mrs. Skomski had requested this item and asked the representative from Trading Standards to 

respond. 
 
Cath Wohlers from Trading Standards advised the Forum that Trading Standards test 
purchase fireworks in the District using children from outside of the area.  They work in 
conjunction with Street Wardens, ensuring that all licensed fireworks sellers are visited.  
National research suggested that the majority of under 18’s have fireworks brought for them by 
someone else. 
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She confirmed that the maximum decibel limit was set at 120 decibels on all category 3 
fireworks.  However, as this was a legislation issue, she suggested that residents write to their 
MP should they wish to express their concerns regarding the set decibel limit. 

  
 She further advised that suppliers who sell fireworks all year round were required to be 

licensed.  She confirmed that sale without a licence was permitted on 5 November, New 
Year’s Eve, Chinese New Year and Diwali.  Furthermore, a curfew on the use of fireworks had 
been imposed between 11 pm and 7 am, with the exception of the following nights where the 
curfew began at different times: 

  
 • 5 November – 12 midnight 

• New Years Eve – 1 am 
• Chinese New Year – 1 am 
• Diwali night – 1 am 

 
She confirmed that this curfew was enforced by the Police. 

  
8. Littleworth Road, Rawnsley 
  
 Mr. Pape, a local resident, expressed concern that the resurfacing of the stretch of Littleworth 

Road from Beaudesert View to Trafalgar Inn had not been undertaken despite several 
requests over a significant number of years. 
 
Graham Hunt, Partnership District Officer, Staffordshire County Council explained that County 
Highways had confirmed that the resurfacing would not be undertaken this financial year.  The 
works were included within the programme of works, however, other sites were taking priority.  
He stated that the necessary work would cost £¾ million but the allocated budget was just 
£35,000. 
 
In view of the number of HGV’s using the road, the possibility of placing a weight restriction on 
Littleworth Road was suggested. 
 
Mr. Pape stated that works to repair the kerbs and paths had been undertaken but the road 
still required resurfacing.  Mr. Hunt advised that this was contrary to the information County 
Highways had provided.  However, he agreed to write to Mr. Pape following the meeting to 
confirm the current position. 

  
9. Non collection of Rubbish 
  
 Mrs. Pape, a local resident, raised concern that the refuse collectors tended to drop a lot of the 

contents of the blue recycling boxes on to the highway due to them being so full.  Further 
concern was expressed over the collectors running alongside the moving refuse lorries when 
undertaking the collections.  It was considered that this was a health and safety issue. 
 
Mr. Les Neate, Waste and Engineering Services Manager explained that he would arrange a 
meeting on Wednesday 7 February with the Contractor to discuss the concerns raised.  He 
suggested that residents contact the Council to report any incidents of refuse collectors 
running along side the moving refuse lorries. 

  
 Mr. Neate explained that residents could obtain an additional blue recycling box by 

telephoning the Council.  However, as performance on recycling continued to improve it may 
be necessary for the Council to investigate the use of alternative recycling boxes. 
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9. Considering the importance of the closure of Cannock Stadium should the people of 

Cannock Chase been allowed a referendum on this issue? 
  
 Councillor Mrs. Todd stated that she had been contacted by a number of people regarding the 

proposed closure of Cannock Stadium and considered that a referendum should be held on 
this issue. 
 
Councillor N. Stanley, Leader of the Council explained that he would be opposed to a 
referendum on this issue as people needed to be aware of the bigger issue surrounding the 
proposed closure of the Stadium. 
 
He stated that the Council had considered a report on the state of leisure facilities in the 
District which had highlighted the need to spend £6¼ million on leisure facilities over the next 
30 years, £4 million in the next 10 years.  The consequences of not having the money would 
be the requirement to close the leisure facilities as they would not be fit for public use. 
 
The administration of the Council concluded that the required money could be sourced from 
the sale of the land at Cannock Stadium.  He confirmed that all money from the sale of the 
Stadium land would go towards providing new replacement leisure facilities in the District (not 
patch and mend). 

  
 Concern was expressed that £10.4 million of the cost of providing the Leisure Village would be 

spent on the provision of a new Civic Centre. 
 
Councillor Stanley explained that within the consultants report a number of options had been 
proposed.  One option was to relocate the existing Civic Centre on the site of the proposed 
Leisure Village at the existing Chase Leisure Centre site.  He confirmed that should the Civic 
Centre be relocated it would be funded from the sale of the land where the existing Civic 
Centre was currently located. 
 
He stated that in order to obtain agreement from Sport England, the Council would have to 
demonstrate all money from the sale of the Stadium land would be used to provide leisure 
facilities. 
 
It was further explained that should the stadium close it would be replaced with a “like for like” 
facility. 

  
11. Forward Agenda for Future Meetings 
  
 The Chairman informed the Forum that forms were available for completion for items to be 

included on the agenda for the next meeting. 
  
 An item relating to the speeding of vehicles on the Littleworth Road and the parking of vehicles 

on footpaths would be placed on the agenda with a request that a representative from Rugeley 
Police attend the meeting to deal with this issue. 

  
12. Date of Future Meeting 
  
 The Chairman advised that a Forum meeting had been arranged for Tuesday 8 May 2007 at 

Heath Hayes Library. 
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