
CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
 

RUGELEY AND BRERETON COMMUNITY FORUM 
 

WEDNESDAY, 19 SEPTEMBER 2007 AT 7.00PM 
 

AT THE ROSE THEATRE, TAYLOR’S LANE, RUGELEY 
 
 
PRESENT: Cannock Chase Council Forum Members: 
 
  Councillors 
 

Grocott, M.R. (Chairman) 
  
 Easton, Mrs. D.M. 
 Easton, R. 
 Martin, G.R. 

Stanley, N.K. 
Williams, A. 
Williams, B. 

 
Cannock Chase Council Officers 
 
Mr. P. Lloyd-Williams Director of Governance 
Mr. T. Walsh  Parks and Open Spaces Manager 
Mr. M. Challoner Principal Committee Officer    
 
Representatives from the following organisations: 
 
Staffordshire County Council 
Staffordshire Police 
Rugeley Town Council 
Brereton and Ravenhill Parish Council 
Press 
Approximately 15 local residents 

 
(Apologies for absence were received from Councillors D.N. Davies (Vice Chairman), R.G. 
Meaden and G.N. Molineux) 
 
1. Notes of the Previous Meeting 
  
 The Notes of the meeting held on 11 July 2007 were approved as a correct record. 
  
 Arising from consideration of the Notes, the Chairman reported that at a previous 

meeting of the Forum, the issue of underage drinking in Hagley Park fields had been 
raised.  Trading Standards Officers had issued posters to all supermarkets and off-
licenses in Rugeley warning of the potential penalties of selling to people under the 
age of 18. 
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2. Planning Permission for Tesco Rugeley 
  
 Mr. D. Causer, local resident, was not present to ask his question. 
  
 The Chairman read out the following statement provided by Mr. John Heminsley, the 

Council’s Planning Services Manager: 
 
“Tesco had recently re-affirmed their commitment to wanting a store in Rugeley and it 
was understood that they own the land in Leathermill Lane/Power Station Road, 
which was the subject of the planning application in 2002. 
 
The Council has employed consultants White Young Green to produce an Area 
Action Plan for Rugeley Town Centre.  The area plan included the site Tesco wished 
to develop.  This was one of a number of sites with potential for development to 
regenerate the town centre and initial ideas for development options on all the sites 
would be the subject of public consultation in November.  Tesco would also be 
consulted on the plan at that time and were expected to indicate their intentions in 
relation to a future application in response to the consultation”. 

  
3. Trees on Hednesford Road, Rugeley 
  
 In response to a question from Mrs. P. Williams of Rugeley Town Council, Mr. D. 

Botfield of Staffordshire County Council reported that the County did not have a 
programme of works for the maintenance of tress on Hednesford Road.  Any 
maintenance work was undertaken as and when required.  The trees had last been 
inspected in 2006 and found to be in a satisfactory condition.  He did, however, agree 
to have the trees re-inspected. 

  
4. Problems with Hedgerows and General Tidiness in Etchinghill 
  
 Mr. Palmer, a local resident, reported problems with hedgrows, weeds and the 

general tidiness of roads and footpaths in Etchinghill. 
  
 Mr. Botfield reported that the County Council had a limited budget available in order 

to carry out such maintenance work and that there were a number of conflicting 
priorities.  The areas referred to by Mr. Palmer had, however, been inspected.  Mr. 
Tom Walsh, the Council’s Parks and Open Spaces Manager, also agreed that 
arrangements would be made for the area to be inspected by the Council’s 
contractor.  

  
 The Forum were advised that the County Council were currently in discussions with 

the District Council with a view to entering into an agreement whereby the 
maintenance of hedgerows, which are in the ownership of the highway authority, 
would be included as part of the District’s Grounds Maintenance Contract.  Private 
hedges would remain the responsibility of the land owner. 
 
When asked about whether a similar agreement could be entered into with the 
Parish/Town Councils, Mr. Botfield advised that although it would be possible any 
resources necessary to fund the arrangements were likely to be taken from the 
District Council’s allocated budget. 
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 With regard to the treatment of weeds, Mr. Botfield reported that weeds on footpaths 

were treated three times per year, although the recent bad weather had resulting in 
some of the treatments being ineffective.  It was also highlighted that health and 
safety requirements had restricted the number and strength of treatments that could 
be used. 

  
 Reference was also made to the Fernwood Shopping area and that fact that although 

it had been cleaned up by both the Police and Youth Service, it was again becoming 
a problem area.  The Police reported that they were aware of the situation and that 
the area would be maintained. 

  
5. Landscaping of Traffic Island at Morrison’s, Rugeley 
  
 Mr. Burton was not present to ask his question. 
  
 Mr. Walsh explained that the District Council normally seek sponsorship from local 

businesses for the floral bedding displays on traffic islands and that the County 
Council provides financial support towards grass cutting operations through the 
District. 

  
6. Public Right of Way Between Chadsfield Road and Fotescue Lane, Rugeley 
  
 Mr. M. Tams, local resident, expressed concern over the problem of weeds in the 

public right of way between Chadsfield Road and Fotescue Lane, Rugeley 
  
 Mr. Botfield reported that the area had been inspected and would be treated. 
  
7. Recycling Point at Iceland, Rugeley 
  
 The Chairman reported that following Mrs. Robinson raising this matter with the 

Council, the two paper banks at the site that were in poor condition had been 
removed and replaced with a new paper bank.  The site had also been swept, cleared 
of excess bags and consideration was being given to erecting signs advising people 
that items for recycling should be placed in the appropriate containers. 

  
 The Council’s Recycling Officer was also looking to re-introduce can banks at the site 

and that the Council had recently introduced another recycling facility on the Forge 
Road site for cardboard drinks cartons.  Arrangements would also be made for the 
site to be jet-washed. 

  
 A local resident reported that a number of bags had recently been left at the site but 

had not been put in the containers.  Councillor A. Williams advised the Forum that the 
Council would investigate where the bags had come from with a view to potentially 
prosecuting those responsible for fly-tipping. 

  
8. Parking Problems in Church Street and Chadsfield Road 
  
 Mr. M. Tams, a local resident, reported problems with parking in Church Street and 

Chadsfield Road as a result of parents dropping off and collecting their children from 
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Chancel Primary School. 
  
 Inspector Ellerton reported that the Police were aware of problems with parking and 

that the situation had been monitored in July, although there were found to be no 
major problems.  Arrangements would be made for the Police Community Support 
Officer’s (PCSO’s) to continue to monitor the situation and he agreed to liaise with the 
school with a view to them setting up a ‘walking buses’ scheme.  Inspector Ellerton 
also added that whilst the Police were trying to address the situation through a means 
of education, enforcement action would be taken where necessary. 

  
 Councillor M.R. Grocott indicated that he had spoken to the head teacher of the 

school asking that they include an article in the school newsletter. 
 
It was agreed that this matter be discussed at the next meeting of the Forum. 

  
 Councillor A. Williams reported that there were also problems with vehicles traveling 

at high speeds along Flaxley Road.  Inspector Ellerton agreed that he would make 
arrangements for the speed camera gun to monitor the situation. 

  
9. Enforcement Action Against Vehicles Using Rugeley Town Centre 
  
 Councillor B. Williams raised concern about the number of vehicles using the 

pedestrian area of Rugeley Town Centre and the fact that the bye-law for the town 
was not being enforced. 

  
 Inspector Ellerton reported that the Police were responsible for the enforcement of the 

bye-law, although the District Council were currently investigating the possibility of 
adopting a Decriminalised Parking Scheme, which if adopted by the Council would 
transfer responsibility for enforcement from the Police to the Council.  Inspector 
Ellerton added that the Town Centre had a blanket ban preventing all vehicles from 
using the town, including deliveries, although the Police had adopted a practical 
approach in terms of enforcement.  He agreed that officers would remind taxi drivers, 
traders and other drivers of the restrictions in place in order to help improve the 
situation. 

  
 It was agreed that the Council clarify the terms of the bye-law that exists for the Town 

Centre and investigate whether bollards preventing access could be installed.  It was 
also agreed that the Licensing Unit be requested write to all taxi operators reminding 
them of the restrictions in place. 

  
10. HGV’s Using Bower Lane 
  
 Mr. Porter, and other local residents, expressed concern with regard to the speed and 

volume of traffic and HGV’s using Bower Lane and Penkridge Bank.  Mr. Porter also 
read out a statement and asked a number of questions, which had been circulated 
with the agenda. 

  
 A representative from Staffordshire Police reported that efforts were being made to try 

and address the situation, although the Police did not have sufficient resources 
available to monitor the situation at all times.  When monitoring speeding traffic, 
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Officers were required to wear high visibility jackets in accordance with health and 
safety requirements, although it was recognised that this often resulted in traffic 
slowing down. 

  
 It was also reported that following the last meeting the Community Speed Watch 

Scheme for the area was progressing and that funding for the Scheme had now been 
secured.  The camera equipment had been ordered and a risk assessment of the 
area would be undertaken in due course.  Arrangements would also be made for 
training those residents who had volunteered to take part in the scheme. 

  
 A number of residents indicated that HGV’s traveling to and from the Cemex site were 

also causing a number of problems.  It was agreed that the operating hours of the site 
be clarified. 

  
 When asked about the possibility of installing speed cameras on the Lane, Mr. 

Botfield reported that the County Council used set criteria in order to prioritise the 
installation of speed cameras throughout the County.  However, existing data meant 
that the Lane did not meet the necessary criteria to qualify for speed cameras. 

  
 He added that that a number of improvements had been made to the Lane including 

improved signage, resurfacing and the extension of the 30mph zone.  A mobile 
Speed Identification Device (SID), which records both the speed and number of 
vehicles, would also be introduced together with additional road markings.  Further 
improvements would be considered as part of the Structural Maintenance 
Programme, although these would be prioritised against other schemes in the 
Programme. 

  
 With regard to Penkridge Bank Road, Mr. Botfield reported that speed and volume 

checks had been undertaken and consultation had been undertaken with the Police 
with a view to introducing a 40mph speed restriction along the Road.  It was 
anticipated that residents would be consulted on the proposals in the next 6 months. 

  
11. Forward Agenda for Future Meetings 
  
 Suggestions of issues to be discussed at future meetings of the Forum were sought.  

It was explained that appropriate representatives would be invited to attend and 
debate issues and answer any questions. 

  
12. Dates of Future Meetings 
  
 The Forum noted the dates of future meetings of the Forum: 

 
• Monday, 19 November 2007 
• Monday, 13 March 2007 
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