
CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
 

RUGELEY AND BRERETON COMMUNITY FORUM 
 

WEDNESDAY, 28 MARCH 2007 AT 7.00 P.M. 
 

AT THE ROSE THEATRE, TAYLOR’S LANE, RUGELEY 
 
 

PRESENT: Cannock Chase Council Forum Members: 
  
 Councillors 
  
 Grocott, M.R. (Chairman) 

  
 Jones, R. Davies, Mrs. G.M. 
 Molineux, G.N. Williams, A. 
 Stanley, N.K. Williams, B. 
  

 Cannock Chase Council Officers: 
  
 Mr. P. Gilroy Head of Facilities Management 
 Mr. R. Phillips Head of Planning & Regeneration 
 Mr. T. Walsh Parks and Open Spaces Manager 
   
 Representatives from the following organisations: 
  
 Staffordshire County Council 
 Staffordshire Police 
 Rugeley Town Council 
 Brereton Parish Council 
  
(Apologies for absence were received from Councillors R. Easton (Vice Chairman), D.N. 
Davies and County Councillor G.E. Roberts). 
 
Prior to the commencement of the meeting the Chairman, on behalf of the Forum, expressed 
his best wishes for a speedy recovery to Councillor R. Easton, who was recovering from a 
recent operation. 
 
1. Notes of the Previous Meeting 
  
 The notes of the meeting held on 14 November 2006 were agreed as a correct record. 
  
2. Problems with Litter in Hagley Park Field 
  
 Mrs. C. Smith, a local resident, reported problems with litter in the stream in Hagley 

Park Field and along the public footpath from Chaseside Drive to Hagley Park Field. 
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 Mr. Tom Walsh, the Council’s Parks and Open Spaces Manager, reported the land at 
Hagley Park Field was partly owned by the District Council and by Staffordshire County 
Council.  Mr. Walsh explained that that those areas of the Park owned by the District 
Council had been litter picked. 

  
 Mr. Graham Hunt, Staffordshire County Council, reported that arrangements would be 

made for those areas of the land owned by the County Council to be litter picked.  He 
also reported that the woodlands near the A51 had become overgrown and the County 
Council were currently undertaking woodland management scheme and the situation 
would be monitored in future. 

  
 Arising from this matter, the Forum discussed the powers available to both the District 

Council and Staffordshire Police in order to prosecute those who dropped litter.  
Councillor N.K. Stanley highlighted the powers available to the District Council, although 
he explained the problems associated with gaining sufficient evidence to secure a 
prosecution.  Sgt Gibbs of Staffordshire Police also provided information on the level of 
Police resources in the area and that a number of fixed penalty notices had been issued 
to those individuals caught dropping litter. 

  
 The Forum considered that the pupils of both Hagley Park Sports College and Fair Oak 

Business & Enterprise College College were also responsible for the problems of litter 
in the area.  It was agreed that the Headteachers of both of the Schools should be 
contacted regarding this matter. 

  
 In addition to the litter problems associated with Hagley Park Playing field, local 

residents identified a number of other ‘litter hotspots’ in the area. 
  
 AGREED: 
  
 (A) That the Chairman, Councillor M.R. Grocott, raise the issue of litter in Hagley 

Park Playing Field and other areas with the Headteachers of both Hagley Park 
Sports College and Fair Oak Business & Enterprise College. 

  
 (B) That the ‘litter hotspots’ identified by local residents be litter picked by the 

District and County Council’s respectively. 
  
3. Headstone and Memorials 
  
 The Chairman read out the following statement in relation to the testing of headstones 

and memorials: 
  
 “As many of you will be aware, the safety testing of headstones was completed last 

year in Cannock Chase. 
  
 The testing followed a Local Authority Circular that was published by the Health and 

Safety Executive and which highlighted the increasing attention that burial authorities 
must apply to the risks surrounding memorial stability in cemeteries. 

  
 To date, there have been six fatalities and 60 reported incidents of injury involving 

headstones and memorials in the last five years. 
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 This concern, allied with the Health and Safety at Work Act and the Occupiers Liability 

Act, places a statutory duty on local authorities to ensure all of its cemeteries are as 
safe as is reasonably practicable for all employees and members of the public. 

  
 We appreciate that this is a particularly sensitive issues and so are doing all we can to 

try and avoid any distress to the families concerned. 
  
 If you have a headstone in Cannock Cemetery, Wolseley Road Cemetery, or one of the 

6 closed churchyards which the Council is responsible for, you need to check if the 
headstone has been tested and whether you have received notification of the outcome. 

  
 If you have received notification, or are not sure what the outcome of the test was and 

need further advice please speak to the officers outside the main hall who will have the 
following information available. 

  
4. Parking Problems at Lodge Road, Brereton 
  
 Mr. Graham Hunt reported that following investigations, it appeared the problems with 

parking were associated with insufficient capacity and residents not parking their 
vehicles responsibility.  The Forum were advised that although the County Council were 
responsible for highways, they were not responsible for off-street car parking. 

  
 It was AGREED that Mr. Hunt arrange a meeting with Officers from the County 

Council’s Highway Department and local residents in order to discuss ways of 
addressing the problems of parking Lodge Road, Brereton. 

  
5. Problems with Parking in Thompson Road and Madden Close/Setterfield Way 
  
 A number of local residents expressed concern with regard to parking problems in 

Thompson Road and Madden Close/Setterfield Way, Rugeley.  Residents also asked 
whether ‘The Green’ in Thompson Road could be allocated for resident’s parking. 

  
 Mr. Hunt explained that the problem appeared to be the lack of off-road parking in the 

area and the fact that residents had to park their vehicles on the highway.  He indicated 
that there would be significant costs associated with allocating the ‘The Green’ in 
Thompson Road for residents parking and such a scheme would need to be included in 
the County Council’s capital programme, which included other capital highway 
schemes. 

  
 Sgt Gibbs also explained that the Police had also issued a number of written warnings 

to residents regarding the parking of their vehicles. However, the Police were reluctant 
to prosecute residents given the limited availability of parking spaces in the area. 

  
 It was AGREED that Mr. Hunt arrange a meeting with local residents to discuss the 

parking problems in Thompson Road and Madden Close/Setterfield Way and that 
representatives from the County Council’s Highway Department and Staffordshire 
Police be invited to attend. 
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6. Progress Report Regarding Drainage Problems on the Pear Tree Estate, Rugeley  
  
 Members of the Forum noted a briefing note regarding the proposed survey of the 

drainage system on the Pear Tree Estate. 
  
 Members of the Forum requested that their appreciation be forwarded to Mr. Scott 

Conroy of the District Council for the work that he and his team had undertaken in 
lobbying the Government for a change in the law relating to private sewers. 

  
7. Request for Improvements in Bus Services in Brereton, Rugeley 
  
 Mrs. Holloway, a local resident, presented a petition from local residents requesting 

improvements in bus services in Brereton, Rugeley.  Having received the petition, Mr. 
Hunt indicated that he would deal it on behalf of the County Council. 

  
 Mr. Hunt reported that he was endeavouring to arrange a meeting with Arriva and local 

residents in order to discuss this matter.  He indicated, however, that both the District 
and County Councils had recently signed up to a Local Area Agreement, the aim of 
which was to encourage Council’s to work in partnership with other organisations to 
achieve a number of agreed targets.  On of the targets included in the Agreement was 
to ensure that all residential properties were within 350m of a bus stop. 

  
8. Proposals for the Redevelopment of Rugeley Town Centre 
  
 Mr. Bob Phillips, the Council’s Head of Planning & Regeneration, reported that the 

Council had recognised that Rugeley Town Centre required investment, both in terms 
improvements to existing buildings and the development of new buildings.  The Council 
were proactively seeking inward investment for the town, however large retail 
developments required land to be ascertained which was often a lengthy and 
complicated process. 

  
 He also reported that despite the fact that the Council had assembled land at Horsefair 

for the development of a Tesco store, the development did not progress due to 
Government intervention.  Tesco, were, however interested in developing a store in 
Rugeley. 

  
 The Forum were advised that the development of Rugeley Town Centre would form part 

of the Council’s Local Development Framework, which was expected to identify areas of 
land for future development. 

  
9. The Need for Improvements to the Infrastructure of Rugeley Following the 

Development of Additional Houses in the Area 
  
 Mr. D. Causer, a local resident, raised concern regarding the development of additional 

houses in Lichfield that may impact on the demand education, dentist and GP services 
in Rugeley. 
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 Mr. Phillips reported that between 500-600 new properties had been constructed and 
that these new developments would have been taken into by the PCT prior to the 
development of new health services in the area.  The Council would also be consulting 
members of the public in due course regarding the location of land for housing 
developments. 

  
10. Rugeley & District First Emergency Responders 
  
 With the agreement of the Chairman, Mr. Martin Eaton and Miss Chris Baker from 

Rugeley & District First Emergency Responders provided information to the Forum on 
the service. 

  
11. Forward Agenda for Future Meetings 
  
 Suggestions of issues to be discussed at future meetings of the Forum were sought.  It 

was explained that appropriate representatives would be invited to attend and debate 
the issues and answer any questions. 

  
 It was agreed that the following items be included on the agenda for discussion at the 

next meeting: 
  
 •  Sandy Lane Health Centre – What proposals are there if any for the building on 

Horsefair? 
  
 •  What arrangements are there for the prosecution of underage drinkers and the 

owners of premises who sell alcohol to people under the age of 18? 
  
12. Date of Future Meeting 
  
 The Forum noted that the next meeting of the Forum would be held on Tuesday, 15 

May 2007 at the Rose Theatre, Rugeley. 
  
  
  
  
  CHAIRMAN  
 

Rugeley & Brereton Community Forum 280307  16


	Proposals for the Redevelopment of Rugeley Town Centre
	The Need for Improvements to the Infrastructure of Rugeley Following the Development of Additional Houses in the Area

