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MODEL ANIMAL LICENCE CONDITIONS AND GUIDANCE  

 

1 Purpose of Report 

1.1 To seek Council’s approval and adoption of updated and revised licence 
conditions relating to the sale and keeping of animals. 

 

 2 Recommendation 

2.1 That Cannock Chase District Council approves and adopts the following sets of 
model licence conditions, to be applied to all licences issued on or after 01 
January 2015:   

• Pet Vending Licensing (2013) 

• Cat Boarding Establishments (2013) 

• Dog Breeding Establishments (2014) 

• Dog Boarding Establishments (1995) 

2.2 That the Head of Environmental Health be given delegated authority to make 
any future amendments to these licence conditions required due to changes in 
legislation or best practice guidance and / or in the interests of operational 
efficiency. 

 

3 Key Issues and Reasons for Recommendation 

3.1 Through the Council’s Licensing and Public Protection Committee, and 
Environmental Health Licensing Unit, the Council regulates conditions in a 
number of premises where animals are kept including: 
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• Pet Shops; 

• Dog Breeding Establishments; 

• Dog and Cat Boarding Establishments (includes domestic dwellings) 

3.2 Over recent years, the Chartered Institute of Environmental Health (CIEH), 
working with other interested parties, has produced sets of ‘Model Conditions’ 
and guidance to assist local authorities when issuing such licences.  The Model 
Conditions give recommendations for the basic minimum standards considered 
necessary to ensure the health, safety and welfare of animals in the above 
establishments. 

3.3 The following sets of CIEH model conditions have recently been deposited in 
Members’ Group Rooms and are available to view in the Licensing Unit: 

• Pet Vending Licensing (2013) 

• Cat Boarding Establishments (2013) 

• Dog Breeding Establishments (2014) 

• Dog Boarding Establishments (1995) 

3.4 In order to ensure the Council is able to apply the most up to date animal welfare 
standards when issuing licences, these Model Conditions must be formally 
adopted. 

 

4 Relationship to Corporate Priorities 

4.1 The Environmental Health Division aims to support growth of the local economy 
through fair and accountable business regulation.  These model standards will 
ensure that all licence holders involved in these businesses are treated fairly and 
consistently; also that any newly licensed premises are adopting the highest 
standards of animal welfare;  

4.2 The Council’s Licensing Unit supports economic development through provision 
of advice and assistance to compliant businesses and the taking of action 
against non compliant businesses, thereby helping to ensure a fair trading 
environment. 

 

5 Report Detail  

5.1 Currently the Council, through the Environmental Health Licensing Unit, licenses 
a limited number of premises where animals are kept or sold, including:  four pet 
shops, five catteries and two premises used for home boarding of dogs. The 
Council does not currently license any premises used for dog breeding, though 
does receive occasional enquiries from persons wishing to start such 
businesses. 
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5.2 On application, the Licensing Unit visits the premises to check conditions.  An 

inspection is also carried out by an independent veterinary surgeon to advise on 
animal welfare issues, particularly where exotic pets may be sold.  Following 
inspection, applications may either be approved, approved with additional 
licence conditions, or refused.  The licence normally covers only the year in 
which it is granted. 

5.3 Conditions applied to licences are primarily concerned with the welfare of 
animals and will be designed to ensure that: 

• animals will be kept in suitable accommodation, for example with regard to 
temperature, size, lighting, ventilation and cleanliness; 

• adequate food, drink and bedding will be provided to the animals; 

• animals are adequately exercised, and visited or observed at suitable 
intervals; 

• any mammalian animals will not be sold too young; 

• steps are taken to prevent disease spreading among the animals, including 
provision of isolation facilities; 

• adequate fire and emergency provisions are in place. 

5.4 In respect of Dog Breeding Licences, additional conditions will include: 

• Females cannot be mated before they are a year old; 

• Females must have no more than 6 litters in a lifetime and can only have 
one litter every 12 months.  

• Breeding records must be kept to ensure that these requirements are 
adhered to.  

• Puppies from licensed breeding establishments can only be sold at those 
premises or a licensed pet shop. 

5.5 Consultation process 

5.5.1 A consultation exercise on the Model Conditions for Pet Vending Licensing was 
carried out between 15 August 2013 and 29 November 2013. All Pet Shop 
Licence holders and the Council’s Vet were consulted.  Copies of the 
consultation letter and the only response, from the Council’s Vet, are attached 
as Appendix 1 to the report; 

5.5.2 Consultation on the Model Licence Conditions and Guidance for Cat Boarding 
Establishments was carried out between 28 January 2014 and 25 April 2014. All 
Cat Boarding Establishment Licence holders were consulted in addition to the 
Council’s Vet. The consultation letter and the three responses received are 
attached as Appendix 2 to the report 

5.5.3 The Council currently has no licensed dog breeding establishments. An informal 
consultation exercise on the Model Licence Conditions and Guidance for Dog 
Breeding Establishments was carried out with the Council’s Vet between 6 May 
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2014 and 30 June 2014.  No response was received.  The consultation letter is 
attached as Appendix 3 to the report. 

5.5.4 The Council currently has no licensed dog boarding establishments of the type 
described in the model conditions and guidance. As a result no consultation 
exercise was carried out. The model conditions and guidance are intended to be 
adopted in preparation for any application of this type in the future. 

5.5.5 The Council does currently license two establishments which home board a 
small number of dogs.  It is intended that should the Model Licence Conditions 
and Guidance for Dog Boarding Establishments be adopted by the Council, then 
suitable conditions will be adapted from the guidance to apply to these licence 
holders.  

 

6 Implications 

6.1 Financial  

No implications. The adoption of these model conditions gives rise to no 
additional budgetary requirements. 

Fees for the licences covered by this report are currently under review and will 
be set to a level which allows the Council to recover from applicants the full 
costs of administering these functions.   

6.2 Legal  

 Legislation covering the licensing of the premises concerned includes: 
 

• Pet Animals Act 1951 as amended 

• Animal Boarding Establishments Act 1963 as amended 

• Breeding of Dogs Acts 1973 and 1991 

• Breeding and Sale of Dogs (Welfare) Act 1999 

The legislation is designed to ensure the health, safety and welfare of animals 
and empowers local authorities to administer the licensing regime and recover 
the costs of doing so.    

In order to apply the model conditions to Licences the conditions must be 
formally adopted by Council. 

6.3 Human Resources 

None  

6.4 Section 17 (Crime Prevention) 

 None 
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6.5 Human Rights Act 

 None 

6.6 Data Protection 

None. 

6.7 Risk Management  

The Policy ensures the Council is able to effectively discharge its statutory 
functions. 

6.8 Equality & Diversity 

None  

6.9 Best Value 

None. 

 

7 Appendices to the Report 

Appendix 1 
Consultation correspondence on Model Licence 
Conditions for Pet Vending 
 

Appendix 2 
Consultation correspondence on Model Licence 
Conditions for Cat Boarding Establishments 
 

Appendix 3 
Consultation correspondence on Model Licence 
Conditions for Dog Breeding Establishments  
 

Previous Consideration 

None   
 

 

Background Papers 

The following sets of CIEH model licence conditions have recently been deposited in 
Members’ Group Rooms and are available to view in the Licensing Unit: 

• Pet Vending Licensing (2013) 

• Cat Boarding Establishments (2013) 

• Dog Breeding Establishments (2014) 

• Dog Boarding Establishments (1995) 
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