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CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 

 
CANNOCK COMMUNITY FORUM 

 
NOTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 

 
MONDAY, 7 AUGUST 2006 

 
IN THE BALLROOM, CIVIC CENTRE, CANNOCK 

 
 

PRESENT: Cannock Chase Council Forum Members
  
 Councillors: 
   
  Freeman, M.P. (Chairman) 

Faulkner, B. (Vice-Chairman) 
   

 Bennett, Mrs. D.J.  
   
 Cannock Chase Council Officers
  
 Mr. W.L. Trigg (Deputy Chief Executive) 
 Mr. L. Neate (Waste and Engineering Services Manager) 

Mrs. C. Bowker (Committee Officer) 
  
 Also Present
  
 Mr. J. Debens (Staffordshire County Council) 
 Staffordshire Police 
 Representatives from the Press 
 Local Residents (approximately 50) 
  
(Apologies for absence were received from Councillors G. Alcott, F.W.C. Allen, Mrs. M.A. Davis, D.I. 
Dixon, J.T. Kraujalis, C. Mitchell, C.W.J. Morgan, D. Thomas and J. Toth). 
 

1. Appointment of Chairman and Vice-Chairman 
  
 Councillor M.P. Freeman was appointed Chairman and Councillor B. Faulkner was appointed 

Vice-Chairman for the 2006-07 Municipal Year. 
  
2. Notes 
  
 The Notes of the meeting held on 15 May 2006 were agreed as a correct record. 
  
3. Matters Arising from the Notes 
  
 No matters arose from the Notes. 
  
4. Item Requested at Previous Meeting 
  
 Update on the Closure of Children’s Home in Old Penkridge Road and future plans for the 
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land and an update on the Walsall Road Children’s Home (to include an explanation as to 
the number of vehicles parked at the Old Penkridge Road Home) 

  
 John Debens, the representative from Staffordshire County Council, informed the Forum that 

with regard to the Old Penkridge Road site, the County was going through a surplus assets 
process to ascertain whether other departments could make use of the site.  If it was established 
that the site was not required it would then become available for disposal, this would be 
approximately September 2006.  He considered that no traffic would be using the site for the 
time being. 

  
 With respect to the Walsall Road site, the unit would open for children with disabilities from 

October 2006.  A public meeting had been held in July 2006 and further consultation would take 
place. 

  
 Mr. Debens explained that a representative would attend the next meeting of the Forum to deal 

with this item as considerably more information would be available then. 
  
5. Update on Proposed Health Centre at Cardinal Way 
  
 Mr. W. L. Trigg, Deputy Chief Executive, informed the Forum that no representative from the 

Health Authority was present.  The current position was that no planning application had been 
received.  Current discussions indicated that there were a number of issues to be resolved.  
Discussions needed to take place with the developer prior to a formal planning application being 
received. 

  
 Concern was expressed regarding the proposed re-siting of the compound and whether it was 

on Trust land.  The residents had requested a meeting with Geoff Winslow, Property Services 
Manager, but this had not been arranged. 

  
 Mr. Trigg explained that he did not consider that the compound was to be re-sited on Trust land.  

He would, however, speak to the Property Services Manager on this issue. 
  
 It was requested that the impact the proposed Health Centre would have on Feisty Lane be 

placed on the agenda for the next meeting of the Forum. 
  
6. Road Safety/Traffic Volume/Parking Problems, Newhall Street, Victoria Street, 

Wolverhampton Road, Cannock 
  
 John Debens explained that he had provided an update at the last meeting of the Forum 

concerning this  matter.  An Officer, Mr. David Steptoe, had been appointed to deal with this 
matter and he could be contacted at david.steptoe@staffordshire.gov.uk. 

  
 Residents expressed concern that this matter had been on going for 7 years with no progress 

having been made.  There were serious problems with traffic and parking in the area and traffic 
calming measures were needed.  Traffic mounted the pavements along the streets, cars were 
parked on and off the pavements, which were often not the residents cars.  Cars were parked on 
both sides reducing traffic to one narrow lane and emergency vehicles had difficulty getting 
through.  Cars were also driven at speed along these roads.  Concern was also expressed that 
Police Officers had been observed walking past cars parked on pavements and taking no action 
with respect to them. 

  
 It was explained that an extensive consultation process had taken place, together with a survey 

being carried out.  It had been proposed to introduce a restrictive parking scheme, but this had 
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been turned down by residents. 
  
 Residents stated that the original scheme was for 80 permits for parking spaces in the area 

which they had to pay for and the number was insufficient.  Concern was also expressed that no 
alternative suggestions had been put forward.  Residents considered that a one way system 
would help alleviate the problems. 

  
 Councillors B. Faulkner and Mrs. D. Bennett agreed to liaise with Mr. Steptoe on behalf of 

residents if the residents wanted to contact them. 
  
7. Pollution in the Stream running through Cannock Park 
  
 The Friends of Cannock Park were concerned that the stream running through the park had 

thick oil in it.  They had contacted the Environment Agency who agreed that it was polluted and 
they were bringing the matter up at their next quarterly meeting with Severn Trent.  The Friends 
asked if it was possible for the Council to find out the outcome of the meeting and what action 
would be taken to overcome this problem. 

  
 Mr. Trigg informed the Forum that Officers from the Environmental Health Department had 

visited the stream and they had confirmed it contained algae and not oil.  He agreed to contact 
the Environmental Health Department on this matter and ask them to investigate the outcome of 
the meeting with Severn Trent. 

  
8. Security Guard for Cannock Park 
  
 Mr. L. Neate, Waste and Engineering Services Manager, explained that neither Tom Walsh nor 

Kevin Lawlor had been able to be present and he was attending on their behalf.  He read out the 
following statement:- 

  
  ‘Following a recent incident in Cannock Park involving a Park Keeper being abused, 

Glendale, the Park Keeper’s employer and Cannock Chase Council, as part of 
partnership working are looking into the possible provision of increased security for the 
site.  Officers will advise Mrs. Freeman of the outcome of partnership discussions as 
soon as possible’. 

  
 Maureen Freeman stated that the Council had stopped security at the park over a year ago and 

incidents had escalated and the Keepers and community did not feel safe.  Incidents were 
logged in a book kept by Keepers.  There was a security person at the Leisure Centre and Golf 
Course, but that person was not allowed to work in the park.  Park users had been verbally 
abused and Keepers were prevented from doing their jobs.  The Police were providing an 
excellent response to incidents,  particularly the Community Support Officers.  She considered 
that the Council were not working in partnership and only the Police had listened to the 
residents. 

  
 Residents informed the Forum that shops were providing alcohol to under age drinkers, who hid 

it under bushes and then came back later to drink it.  Drinking was going on throughout the day 
and night. 

  
 Residents were concerned that it was not possible to lock the park and they were informed that 

on 9 August the Trustees of Cannock Public Recreation and Pleasure Ground Charity were 
meeting regarding the siting of the replacement gates at the Park Road entrance to the park.  
The gates should be replaced within the next 2/3 months. 
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 The Forum requested that Tom Walsh attend the next meeting to report further on this matter. 
  
 It was also requested that an item be included on the agenda for the next meeting regarding 

Section 30’s as it was considered that they sometimes had the effect of moving this type of 
problem from one area to another. 

  
9. Highway Issues – Old Fallow Avenue 
  
 Mr. and Mrs. Westwood explained that this matter had been on going for sometime, they 

considered that  highways work carried out in Old Fallow Road had not been done correctly. 
  
 Mr. Debens explained that the County had written to Mr. Westwood on numerous occasions and 

answered all his questions. 
  
 Councillor Faulkner informed the Forum that he had investigated this matter when he was a 

County  Councillor with the Chief Executive at the County and Mr. Westwood’s case was not 
proven.  He explained that Mr. Westwood had taken the case up with the Ombudsman, his 
Member of Parliament and had exhausted all avenues of appeal.  The County were not able to 
do any more on this matter than had already been done. 

  
10. Forward Agenda for Future Meetings
  
 The following items were requested for inclusion on the agenda for the next meeting:- 
  
 •  Update on the closure of Children’s Home in Old Penkridge Road and future plans for 

the land and an update on the Walsall Road Children’s Home. 
  
 •  Proposed health centre at Cardinal Way – impact on Feisty Lane. 
  
 •  Security guard for Cannock Park. 
  
 •  Section 30’s and their impact on areas. 
  
 •  The lack of bus services to the Orbital Centre. 
  
11. Dates of Future Meetings 
  
 The following dates of future meetings of the Forum were noted:- 
  
 6 November 2006 

29 January 2007 
8 May 2007 

  
  
  CHAIRMAN  
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