
  ENCLOSURE 7.1 

 
CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 

CABINET 

17 JULY, 2008 

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF SERVICE IMPROVEMENT 

RESPONSIBLE PORTFOLIO LEADER:  ENVIRONMENT 

CAR PARK CHARGING IN HEDNESFORD  

1. Purpose of Report 

1.1 To provide Members with information on the proposed introduction of car parking charges in 
Hednesford town centre. 

2. Recommendation 

2.1 That the contents of this report be noted. 

2.2 That it be agreed that the Council’s Policy approved on 27 February, 2008 to introduce car 
parking charges in Hednesford Town Centre, be varied to enable the Council to introduce, 
enter into or agree arrangements (as may be deemed appropriate by authorised officers) as an 
alternative to the introduction of car parking charges. 

2.3 That in agreeing 2.2 above, the Director of Service Improvement (or anyone so authorised by 
him) be authorised to enter into consultation with Hednesford Town Council with regards to the 
introduction of car parking charges in Hednesford town centre and secure and implement the 
most economically advantageous or desirable arrangements as deemed appropriate on behalf 
of the Council including, if required, the service of a notice of termination or alteration.  

3. Key Issues 

3.1 A policy option to introduce car parking charges in Hednesford Town Centre was approved at 
the full Council meeting on 27 February, 2008 and forms part of the Council budget.  

3.2 The intention of the parking charge was to minimise commuter parking within the shoppers’ car 
park (at the rear of the Co-op store) by introducing a minimal short stay charge, i.e. 20p for the 
first 2 hours.  

3.3 At the same time, the intention was to restrict long stay parking on the shoppers’ car park and 
introduce a low daily rate for commuter parking on the nearby station car park. 

3.4 The car parking charges stated in 3.2 above are far less than other car park charges elsewhere 
in the district, with cost covering parking enforcement patrols, to include enforcing potential 
commuter non-conformity.  

3.5 In recent correspondence with Hednesford Town Council, the Town Council have expressed 
their concerns and asked the following to be noted: 
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 “The Town Council has noted the information giving the reasons for the proposed introduction 
of car parking charges and appreciates the need to regulate commuter parking.  Indeed, 
currently there is supposed to be a 4 hour limit on the Co-op car park but this is not enforced.  
However, the Town Council still objects to the introduction of parking charges and would 
remind the District Council that the Town Council has agreed to contribute towards the cost of 
CCTV on the basis that car parking charges would not be imposed.” 

3.6  With regard to 3.5 above, Cannock Chase Council and Hednesford Town Council signed an 
agreement on 20 March, 2000, as shown in Annex 1 of this report.  The Agreement states that 
the Town Council agree to contribute towards the cost of CCTV on the basis that car parking 
charges would not be imposed in Hednesford town centre. 

3.7  In light of 3.5 and 3.6 above, it is recommended in Section 2 of this report that Members agree 
for further consultation with Hednesford Town Council to achieve the most economically 
advantageous position for both parties based on financial contributions for CCTV and projected 
income from car park charging in Hednesford town Centre. 
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Section 1 

Background 

 A policy option to introduce car parking charges in Hednesford Town Centre was approved at the full 
Council meeting on 27 February, 2008 and forms part of the Council budget.  

Cannock Chase Council and the Town Council signed an agreement on the 20th March 2000, as shown 
in Annex 1 of this report, with the Town Council agreeing to contribute towards the cost of CCTV on the 
basis that car parking charges would not be imposed in Hednesford Town centre. 

 

Section 2 

Details of Matters to be Considered  

Further consultation with Hednesford Town Council on Car Parking charges may assist in resolving the 
parking issues in the town in relation to commuter and shoppers parking. The intention of the parking 
charge was to minimise commuter parking within the shoppers’ car park (at the rear of the Co-op store) 
by introducing a minimal short stay charge, i.e. 20p for the first 2 hours. At the same time, the intention 
was to restrict long stay parking on the shoppers’ car park and introduce a low daily rate for commuter 
parking on the nearby station car park. The car parking charges proposed are far less than other car 
park charges elsewhere in the district, with cost covering parking enforcement patrols, to include 
enforcing potential commuter non-conformity. However, the Town Council still objects to the 
introduction of parking charges and would remind the District Council that the Town Council has agreed 
to contribute towards the cost of CCTV on the basis that car parking charges would not be imposed. It 
is recommended in Section 2 of this report that Members agree for further consultation with Hednesford 
Town Council to achieve the most economically advantageous position for both parties based on 
financial contributions for CCTV and projected income from car park charging in Hednesford town 
Centre. 

 

Section 3 

Contributions to CHASE 

Carpark management and provision contributes directly to the Council’s CHASE objectives in 
enhancing the environment by providing off street parking which enables traffic management and flow. 

 

Section 4 

Section 17 Implications 

There are no implications arising from this report.                                        

 

Section 5 
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Human Rights Act Implications 

 There are no implications arising from this report.                                        

 

Section 6 

Data Protection Act Implications 

 There are no implications arising from this report.                                        

 

Section 7 

Risk Management Implications 

The introduction of carparking charges in Hednesford Town Centre may resolve some of the parking 
issues referred to in this report, however, the contribution made by the Town Council on costs of CCTV 
will need to be considered in discussions with the Town Council. 

  

Section 8 

Legal Implications 

It is currently Council Policy to introduce car parking charges in Hednesford Town Centre in this 
financial year. However, the Council on 20 March 2000 entered into a legally binding agreement 
whereby the Council has in essence agreed not to impose car parking charges in Hednesford Town 
Centre upon the condition that Hednesford Parish Council pays the Council for the costs (in accordance 
with an agreed Schedule) incurred in operating CCTV within Hednesford.  

The agreement is still in force and can be terminated by consent or by either party giving the other a 
minimum of 12 months notice. No such notice has been served. Should the Council fail to adhere to the 
contract terms and conditions, such course of action may result in legal proceedings being 
commenced. 

In view of the approved current Council Policy regarding the introduction of car parking charges in 
Hednesford Town Centre, it is not possible to give effect to Council’s Policy without exposing the 
Council to potential legal challenge and liability. Accordingly, in order for the Council to achieve the 
most economically advantageous or desirable arrangements in the circumstances, the Council’s Policy 
must be amended. 

  

 

 

Section 9 
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Financial Implications 

The policy option associated with the introduction of Car Park charges at Hednesford approved at full 
council on 27 February, 2008 is shown below:- 

    2008-09 2009-10 2010-2011 2011-2012 

Net Contribution                £ 3,970   £-19,040   £ -19,420    £-19,800 

The contributions from Hednesford Town Council in 2007-08 for CCTV monitoring were £22,397 and 
are estimated to be similar amounts for future years (which equates to 6% of the total CCTV 
expenditure). 

The net effect to the Council for the delay in the contract will mean that all costs are rolled over into 
future years, and result in loss of expected income, of around £19,000 - £20,000 over the four year 
budget process. 

The loss of expected income in 2009-10 and future years will be dependant on the outcome of 
negotiations and will need to be subject to a further report to cabinet. 

Section 10 

Human Resource Implications 

 There are no implications arising from this report.                                        

Section 11 

Conclusions 

Further consultation with Hednesford Town Council on Car Parking charges may resolve the parking 
issues in the town in relation to commuter and shoppers parking, whilst also seeking to achieve the 
most economically advantageous or desirable arrangements for the Council based on factors such as 
financial contributions for CCTV, projected income from car park charging and all other relevant 
considerations. 
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Annex 1: Car Parking/CCTV agreement 
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