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CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING POLICY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 

WEDNESDAY, 15 SEPTEMBER, 2010 AT 4.00 P.M. 
 

IN THE CIVIC CENTRE, BEECROFT ROAD, CANNOCK 
 

PART 1 
 

PRESENT:  Councillors   
Jones, R. (Chairman) 

Easton, R. (Vice-Chairman) 
 

  Davis, Mrs. M. A. 
                  Dixon, D.I. 
 

 

Sutherland, M. 
Thomas, D. 

6. Apologies 
  
 Apologies for absence were received from Councillors D.N. Davies and Mrs. L. Whitehouse. 
  
7. Declarations of Interest of Members in Contracts and Other Matters and Restriction on 

Voting by Members 
  
 Member Nature of Interest Type 

 
Jones, R. Employed by Wolverhampton and     Personal 
 Sutton Coldfield Colleges 

  
8. Minutes 
  

With regard to Minute No. 3, the Chairman asked whether arrangements had been made for 
the Director of Learner Skills from South Staffordshire College together with an appropriate 
Officer from Staffordshire County Council to be invited to attend a meeting of the Committee. 
 
The Head of Planning and Regeneration confirmed that the meeting today had been arranged 
to discuss the planning issues.  Glenn Watson, Economic Development Manager was 
arranging for the Director of Learner Skills from South Staffordshire College together with an 
Officer from Staffordshire County Council to be invited to attend the next ordinary meeting. 

  
AGREED: 
 
That the minutes of the meeting held on 5 July 2010 be approved as a correct record. 

  
9. Economic Development and Planning Priority Delivery Plan 
  
 The Head of Planning and Regeneration explained that the draft Economic Development and 

Planning Priority Delivery Plan had been discussed at the previous meeting.  It had now been 
approved by full Council and was on the agenda for formal recognition. 
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The Chairman stated that it was a very unsettled period whilst awaiting the outcome of the 
Comprehensive Spending Review.  The Head of Planning and Regeneration commented that 
Further Education providers and those in the Skills and Training industry had concerns 
regarding the spending review and any changes to the welfare system that may arise.  The 
Priority Delivery Plan identified activities for programmes that would be continuing this year 
until 31 March 2011. The need to provide new employment sites and to secure investment and 
jobs remained a priority for the Committee. 
 
The Principal Economic Development Officer outlined the success of the Future Jobs Fund 
Initiative and commented that nearly half of the first group had been successful in either 
securing a job, setting up a business or starting an apprenticeship.  She made reference to the 
local issues that were affecting some of those involved in the initiative obtaining employment.  
3,000 job opportunities had been developed but there had been difficulty in getting people to 
attend for an interview.   It was hoped that more funding would be provided in March to enable 
the continuation of this project. 
 
The Committee acknowledged that there was a negative effect on young people who had been 
raised in a family whose parents and grandparents did not work.  Members noted the need to 
raise the aspirations of these young people. 
 
Members considered that there was a need to improve the quality of education within the area 
and to ensure it was fit for purpose.  Some young people had not obtained the basic skills such 
as reading and writing.  It was recognised that there was no provision to help those who had 
been excluded or suspended from schools.  Members asked for further information on the 
number of children expelled/suspended from each school within the District. 
 
AGREED: 
 

(A) That the Economic Development and Planning Priority Delivery Plan be noted. 
 
(B) That further information on the number of children expelled/suspended from each 

school within the District be provided to the Committee. 
 

  
10. Emerging Local Development Framework Core Strategy for Cannock Chase District - 

presentation 
 
The Head of Planning and Regeneration explained that a number of Members may have 
attended a presentation on the Core Strategy that had previously been held.  There was 
previously a Working Group of Members who had been involved in progressing the Core 
Strategy.  However, this work now fell under the remit of this Committee.  He asked that 
Members give consideration to identifying which issues they would like to look at in more detail 
at future meetings.  Additional meetings could be arranged to discuss these issues and 
appropriate Officers would be invited to attend.  
 
John Heminsley, Planning Services Manager and Tony Lancaster, Planning Policy Manager 
then provided Members with a presentation on the Local Development Framework Core 
Strategy.  The key provisions within Cannock Chase between 2006 and 2026 were:- 
 

• 5,800 new dwellings (1,140 completed 2006-2009) 

• 112 hectares of new employment land, 56ha available from 2006, plus rolling 5 year 
reservoir of 28 ha (23 ha completed 2006-2009) 

• Provision for 30,000 sq. m. new office development in Cannock town centre 
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• New comparison retail floor space of 35,000 sq. m. in Cannock town centre 
 
The presentation also covered the following areas:- 
 

• New Coalition Government Changes 

• The Core Strategy and Objectives 

• The Core Policies 

• Implications for Cannock/Hednesford/Heath Hayes 

• Implications for Rugeley and Brereton 

• Implications for Norton Canes 

• Implications for the Rural Areas 

• Key Infrastructure Requirements 

• Next Steps 
 
Members were given the opportunity to ask questions throughout the presentation. With regard 
to CP8 (Sustainable Transport Policy) Members considered that the improvements to the 
Chase Rail Line was an important issue due to the proposed cuts to services.  The Committee 
noted the importance of influencing sustainable bus and rail services through the plan.    
 
Members supported the development of 750 homes west of Pye Green Road but had concern 
whether the road network was adequate.  It was considered that the Winchester Road bypass 
would be necessary in order to cope with the increased traffic that would be generated as a 
result of the development.  Members commented upon the traffic pressures placed upon Five 
Ways Island and considered that improvements to the Island were necessary. 
 
The Committee discussed the urban extension of 1,000 homes east of Brereton in the Lichfield 
District and raised concern that the infrastructure in place was not adequate to support the 
development.  Members also noted that the amount of housing development in Norton Canes 
was of concern to local residents. 
 
The Committee then discussed the delivery of the Cannock Health Centre. The Planning 
Services Manager advised Members that an area of land in Mill Street by Morrison’s had been 
identified for the Health Centre although no planning application had yet been submitted. 
 
Members of the Committee considered that the issues identified above were the key issues 
that should be looked at in more detail at future meetings.   

 
The Head of Planning and Regeneration asked whether Members supported the provision of 
5,800 new dwellings within Cannock Chase District and the Committee confirmed their support 
for this. 
 
The Committee was advised that Planning Control Committee Members would receive a 
presentation on the development brief for the land west of Pye Green Road prior to the 
Planning Control Committee on Wednesday 22 September.  Hednesford Greenheath and 
Cannock North Ward Members had also been invited to attend.  The Head of Planning and 
Regeneration confirmed that, subject to the agreement of the Planning Control Committee 
Chairman, the invitation would be extended to Members of this Committee.  
 
AGREED: 
 

(A) That the following be identified as key issues that the Committee would receive more 
detail on at future meetings: 
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• Public transport - Chase Rail service and bus services  

• Highway issues - Winchester Road, Five Ways island and A5190/A460 
junction 

• Infrastructure in Rugeley resulting from the development of houses in the 
Brereton and Ravenhill area towards the boundary with Lichfield District 
Council 

• Size of housing area in Norton Canes 

• Delivery of the Cannock Health Centre 
 
(B) That, subject to the agreement of the Planning Control Committee Chairman, 

Members of the Economic Development and Planning Policy Development Committee 
be invited to attend the presentation on the development brief for the land west of Pye 
Green Road prior to the Planning Control Committee on Wednesday 22 September, 
2010. 

 
11. Date for Additional Meeting to consider Planning LDF issues 
  

The Head of Planning and Regeneration explained that a convenient date for the Chairman 
would be arranged in order to consider the Planning LDF issues.  An appropriate Officer from 
Staffordshire County Council Highways along with the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the 
Planning Control Committee would be invited to attend. 
 

 AGREED: 
 

(A) That the date for an additional meeting to consider Planning LDF issues be agreed 
with the Chairman and Members of the Committee be advised accordingly.  

 
(B) That an appropriate Officer from Staffordshire County Council Highways together with 

the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Planning Control Committee be invited to 
attend the meeting. 

 
  
  
 (The meeting closed at 5.50 p.m.) 
  
  

 
 

  
 CHAIRMAN 
 


