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Economic Development and 
Planning Policy Development Committee 08/12/11 

CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING POLICY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 

HELD ON THURSDAY, 8 DECEMBER, 2011 AT 4.00 P.M. 
 

IN THE CIVIC CENTRE, BEECROFT ROAD, CANNOCK 
 

PART 1 
 

PRESENT:  Councillors   
Todd, R. (Vice-Chairman in the Chair) 

 
  Alcott, G. 
  Burnett, G. 

   Davies, D. N. 
   Holder, M. J. 

Jones, R. 
Spicer, Mrs. A. 
Whitehouse, Mrs. L.  

 
(At the request of the Chairman, Councillor Mrs. L. Whitehouse, due to health 
reasons, it was agreed that Councillor R. Todd, Vice-Chairman would take the 
Chair). 
 

12. Apologies 
  
 An apology for absence was received from Councillor Ms. J. L. Jones. 
  
13. Declarations of Interests of Members in Contracts and Other Matters and Restriction on 

Voting by Members 
  
 No declarations of interests were received. 
  
14. Minutes 
  
 AGREED: 

 
That the Minutes of the meeting held on 12 October, 2011 be approved as a correct record and 
signed. 

  
15. Performance Report 

 
 Consideration was given to the Performance Report for Quarter 2 of 2011-12 (Enclosure 4.1) 

of the Official Minutes of the Council). 
 
The Head of Planning and Regeneration explained that the indicator for youth unemployment 
(18-24 age group) was particularly unreliable as a statistic as it was closely linked to the overall 
number of Job Seekers Allowance (JSA) claimants.  The Government was looking at changing 
how the information was compiled to JSA as a percentage of the population, in order that the 
actual absolute number of people unemployed could be recorded.  It was reported that in 
Cannock Chase 775 of the 18-24 age group had claimed JSA in October, 2011. 
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Concern was raised that not all of youths unemployed were actually accounted for.  It was 
pointed out that this information would be extremely difficult to obtain. 
 
AGREED: 
 
That the Performance Report for Quarter 2 of 2011-12 be noted. 

  

16. Review of the Work Programme 
 
Consideration was given to the Work Programme (Enclosure 5). 
 
AGREED 
 
That the Work Programme be noted. 
 

17. The Work of the Local Enterprise Partnerships (LEPs) 
  
 The Committee received a presentation from the Head of Planning & Regeneration and the 

Economic Development Manager on the Greater Birmingham & Solihull LEP and the Stoke & 
Staffordshire LEP. 
 
It was explained that the Government had invited businesses and local authorities to establish 
LEPs in June 2010 and that they had replaced the Regional Development Agencies (RDAs).  
Their aim was to set the strategy to drive economic growth, rebalance the economy and create 
private sector employment based on the functioning economic geography of particular areas.  
There was an ongoing dialogue with Central Government and the business community on how 
they could develop and progress their individual agendas. 
 
It was reported that the Birmingham & Solihull LEP had been most welcoming and open, the 
Stoke on Trent & Staffordshire had been less so and it had been more difficult to influence their 
debates.  It was considered to be in the best interests of Cannock Chase Council to be 
involved in the two LEPs and that bids for funding could be made to both. 
 
Two local projects were being nominated for support by the LEPs through the Growing Places 
Fund and further information on how they were progressing would be available early in 2012.  
The Committee was informed that it was important that projects could be delivered quickly 
because funding had to be repaid back to the LEPs to enable them to support future projects. 
 
Concern was raised that those on the LEP Boards were from large companies and that 
medium and small enterprises did not have a say on how they could be developed.  It 
appeared that large successful companies were currently being supported rather than small 
companies as it was considered that they had the potential to create more jobs and that other 
opportunities for smaller enterprises could be created through the supply chain.  The Head of 
Planning & Regeneration noted that the LEP business engagement events should help to 
overcome this issue. 
 
A Member reported that he was sceptical that district councils would benefit to the same 
degree as larger authorities from the LEPs.  The Head of Planning & Regeneration informed 
the Committee that he was of the opinion that all authorities within the LEPs would benefit and 
that distribution of the Growing Places Fund would be the first test of how this issue would be 
dealt with. 
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It was explained that local authorities had ways of gaining views on how businesses could 
grow and this in turn was reported to members on the Boards.  When meetings of the Board 
were held, those present could vote on whether to accept any recommendations put to it.  
Sitting beneath the Board, structures were in place such as Officer Steering Groups, Chief 
Executive Steering Groups and Sub Groups and Cannock Chase Council was involved in a 
number of them, although resources were stretched. 
 
The Committee was of the opinion that Cabinet should be requested to consider the 
appointment of a dedicated full time officer, on a short term basis, to provide support for the 
work associated with the two LEPs.  
 
AGREED: 
 
That Cabinet be recommended to consider the appointment of a dedicated full time officer, on 
a short term basis, to provide support for the work associated with the Council being involved 
with two Local Enterprise Partnerships (LEPs). 

  
18. Creating a More Business Friendly Planning System with the LEPs 
  
 The Committee received a presentation from the Head of Planning and Regeneration.   

 
The views of the Committee were sought on how the planning system could be made more 
business friendly and whether they would recommend that the Council signed up to Charter 
Pledges and Charter Mark. 
 
A Member was of the opinion that the preservation of the Chase should be a priority to the 
planning process and that houses that were presently standing empty should be occupied 
before greenfield sites were developed for housing.  The Head of Planning & Regeneration 
asked if the LEP drive to improve planning processes to enable growth was supported.  The 
Committee was of the opinion that a balanced approach was required to commercial and 
industrial applications. 
 
The Committee stressed that it was essential that Members received training when appointed 
to the Planning Control Committee. 
 
The Committee considered that the Council’s process for determining planning applications 
was already streamlined and that the vast majority of applications were dealt with under 
delegated powers.  The Committee agreed that, in principle, Cabinet should be requested to 
recommend to Council that the Charter Mark be signed up to, subject to consideration by 
Planning Control Committee. 
 
AGREED 
 
That, subject to consideration by Planning Control Committee, Cabinet be requested to 
recommend to Council that the Charter Mark for the Greater Birmingham & Solihull LEP and 
the Stoke & Staffordshire LEP be signed up to. 
 

 (The meeting closed at 5.50 p.m.) 
 

  
 CHAIRMAN 
 


