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Prioritisation of Parking Related Traffic Regulation Orders 
 

Recommendations of the Cabinet Lead Member for Regeneration and 
Infrastructure 
 
1. That the Staffordshire Parking Board extends the remit of all eight Local 

Parking Committees to influence the prioritisation of existing requests for 
new, or amendments to existing, parking related Traffic Regulation Orders 
(TROs) within their administrative boundary 

 
2. That the Staffordshire Parking Board extends the remit of all eight Local 

Parking Committees to enable re-assessment of the prioritisation every six 
months to take account of any new requests received for parking related 
TROs within their administrative boundary 

 
Report of Corporate Director for Development Services 
 
Reasons for Recommendations 
 
3. Currently the Local Parking Committee’s (LPC) terms of reference only 

requires new requests for parking related TROs to be supported by the 
LPC.   

 
4. The County Council wishes to extend the powers of the LPCs to enable 

Members to influence the prioritisation of parking related TROs and 
therefore empower the Committees to be more responsive to locally 
important issues.  

 
Background 
 
5. In May 2009 the County Council’s Staffordshire Highways created a new 

Community Highway Liaison team to promote the County Council’s locality 
working agenda in response to government’s ‘Communities in Control’ 
white paper. 
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6. Two of the main focuses of the team were to develop appropriate systems 
and procedures in conjunction with local community representatives: 
(a) To help manage the expectations of all customers of the highway 

service, including the delivery of statutory functions and the 
prioritisation of local transport strategies, local traffic management 
and community highway improvements.  

(b) To identify multi-agency and self-help solutions to local traffic 
management and community highway issues. 

 
7. Staffordshire Highways’ team has a wide experience of traffic 

management solutions to improve locally problematic parking related 
issues.  However, each year more requests are received for action than 
resources permit to be processed and introduced.  As a consequence 
most officer time is spent investigating individual requests for action which 
may not have full community support.  The impact of this is that more time 
is spent investigating solutions than delivering solutions. 

 
Opportunity to influence local decisions 
 
(a) The creation of the new Community Highway Liaison team offers, for the 

first time, a team which receives, assesses, prioritises, advertises and 
implements all parking related Traffic Regulation Orders. 

(b) Therefore, an opportunity exists for the team, through closer collaboration 
with Elected Members, at both County and District level, to assign 
resources to the implementation of parking related TROs rather than 
investigating endless requests to the detriment of implementation. 

(c) LPCs exist in all eight authorities, sharing common terms of reference; 
sufficient to provide a consistency of approach, but flexible enough to 
focus on locally important parking related issues. 

(d) Closer working relationships between the local Civil Parking Enforcement 
team leaders at Borough/ District authorities and Community Highway 
Liaison Managers across the County can lead to more focused problem 
solving than in the past. 

 
Proposed operating procedures 
 
(a) LPCs will receive a list of all existing requests for new, or amendments to 

existing, parking related TROs at the earliest available opportunity after 
September’s meeting of the Joint Staffordshire Parking Board. 

(b) It is suggested that, in the first instance only, a priority be attached to the 
existing lists based on recommendations by officers from both authorities 
and in consultation with the Joint Parking Committee chair. 

(c) LPCs would then have an opportunity to agree the proposed prioritisation 
or re-prioritise on local need. 
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(d) Once locally agreed priorities had been established, Staffordshire 
Highways would actively pursue wider community support through the 
legislative processes. 

(e) A target of advertising four parking related TROs per rolling 12 month 
period would be set per authority and progress reported regularly to the 
LPC enabling local monitoring of success. 

(f) All future requests for new, or amendments to existing, parking related 
TROs, wherever the source, would be sent a holding letter and reported to 
the next available LPC where the level of support from the Committee 
would be gauged.  Following the LPC’s decision, a letter would be sent to 
the requester advising of the Committee’s decision. 

(g) At the LPC’s request further investigations would then be undertaken by 
Staffordshire Highways to assist them in prioritising the request against 
the previously agreed priorities.  At six monthly intervals, the LPC would 
be given the opportunity to reconsider priorities and in light of local needs 
re-prioritise from priority three downwards.  This is based on assumption 
that the top two priorities will be sufficiently progressed that local 
expectations would have been raised through formal publication of the 
necessary TROs in the local press.  

(h) A further letter would then be sent to the requester informing them of the 
relative priority that the LPC had placed on their request and giving an 
indication of when consultation work would commence, based on 
achievement of four new requests being processed per year. 

 
Appendix 1 
 
 
Equalities implications: 
 
This report has been prepared in accordance with the County Council’s policies 
on Equal Opportunities. 
 
Legal implications: 
 
This report necessitates a minor amendment to the Partnership agreements 
under which the service currently operate which in turn accords with the 
requirement to review the agreement after two years of operation. However, 
there are no specific legal implications arising from this report. 
 
Resource and Value for money implications: 
 
Sufficient resources are available within the Community Highway Liaison team to 
advertise and implement four new, or amendments to existing, parking related 
Traffic Regulation Orders per authority per rolling 12 month period. 
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Risk implications: 
 
There are no significant risks arising out of this report. 
 
Climate Change implications: 
 
There are no Climate Change implications arising from this report. 
 
Report author: 
 
Author’s Name: Wayne Mortiboys 
Telephone No:  (01785) 276578 
Room No: F35 
 


