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1

Purpose of Report

1.1

To consider the introduction of a Parking Order to facilitate short stay use of the
car park to the rear of the Co-op in Anglesey Street, Hednesford to ensure that
adequate car parking provision is maintained for visitors to Hednesford Town
Centre.

2

Recommendations

2.1

That approval is given to the principle of introducing a Parking Order to limit the
use of the Council owned car park to the rear of the Co-op store in Anglesey
Street, Hednesford as a short stay car park for the benefit of visitors to
Hednesford Town Centre (as illustrated on the plan at Appendix 1).

2.2

That the implementation of the Parking Order is subject to the outcome of a
formal consultation process which will include users of the car park and key
stakeholders such as Hednesford Town Council and The Traders of Hednesford.

2.3

That the Managing Director be authorised to take those actions necessary to
support the implementation of the Order, compliance with the associated legal
process and arrangements for its enforcement thereafter.

2.4

That the implementation of any Parking Order should be conditional upon the
introduction of appropriate on-street parking restrictions on nearby sections of
Anglesey Street by the Highways Authority, and the continued availability of
appropriate long-stay parking provision within the town centre.

ITEM NO. 8.2
2.5

To consider a request from representatives of the Co-operative store that they
be given the opportunity to obtain permits (either free of charge or at a cost); or
the Council provides a number of long stay spaces within the carpark to enable
parking for longer than the four hour limit.

3

Key Issues and Reasons for Recommendation

3.1

The Hednesford Town Centre Regeneration Scheme has resulted in a significant
increase in visitors to the town centre each day. As a consequence patronage of
the car parking facilities within the town centre has also increased. Whilst the
car parking capacity is more than adequate to meet demand, with approximately
1,000 car parking spaces available within the town centre as a whole, the
demand for car parking capacity is uneven, with demand exceeding supply at
certain times of the day in some locations.

3.2

As a consequence a Parking Order was introduced on the Council’s section of
the Rugeley Road car park in December 2013, with a four hour limit imposed
between 8.00 a.m. and 3.00 p.m. Monday through to Saturday.

3.3

However, the steady increase in regular visits to the town centre, combined with
continued investment such as the opening of the Hednesford Inn by J.D.
Wetherspoon, has resulted in increased use of the car park to the rear of the Coop store. Surveys have also established that a significant number of vehicles in
this car park belong to commuters who catch the train at the adjacent railway
station. The incidence of “fly-parking” by commuters is expected to increase as
a consequence of the new housing planned in the Hednesford area over the
next decade or so. In the absence of parking charges to manage the situation,
the only practical solution appears to be to introduce a second Parking Order in
Hednesford Town Centre to ensure that adequate short stay parking is available
in this location.

4

Relationship to Corporate Priorities

4.1

The Council’s Corporate Plan, adopted in 2015, aspires to lead the local
community to deliver better jobs and skills, more and better housing, cleaner and
safer environments and better health outcomes. With reference to town centres,
the Better Jobs and Better Skills element of the Plan includes a specific
reference to supporting attractive and competitive town centres, to which this
report provides a positive response.

5

Report Detail

5.1

The Hednesford Town Centre Regeneration Scheme has resulted in a significant
increase in visitors to the town centre on a daily basis. As a consequence
patronage of the car parking facilities has also increased. Whilst car parking
provision within the town centre of approximately 1,000 spaces is sufficient to
accommodate the town centre’s visitors, it has been identified that demand for
parking has increased and during certain times of the day capacity in certain car
parks is insufficient to meet demand.

ITEM NO. 8.3
5.2

In anticipation of this situation, the Council have previously commissioned
detailed surveys to establish how the Rugeley Road car park and the Anglesey
Street car park (located to the rear of the Co-op store) are utilised. The most
recent survey was undertaken in June and July 2014 by URS Infrastructure and
Environment UK Limited.

5.3

Whilst a Parking Order had already been implemented with reference to the
Council’s section of the Rugeley Road car park with effect from December 2013,
the mid 2014 survey was commissioned to establish the effectiveness of the car
parking management arrangements across the car park as a whole.

5.4

The same consultancy were also asked to undertake a survey of the Anglesey
Street car park to provide a baseline to determine whether any form of restriction
may be required at this car park in the future.

5.5

In their reports URS concluded that the Rugeley Road car park was operating
efficiently and that the introduction of the Parking Order on the Council’s section
and the use of Parking Eye on the Aldi section had been successful in removing
long stay car parking and thereby creating a short stay car park as envisaged by
the regeneration programme. Accordingly, no changes from the current
arrangements were considered necessary.

5.6

With reference to the Anglesey Street car park URS made a number of
observations arising from their survey, the most of which were:-

5.7

•

Despite the existence of an “official” station car park further along
Anglesey Street, it was noted that a significant number of vehicles were
parked in the car park at the end closest to the station well before 9.00
a.m. in the morning.

•

It was also noted that the “official” station car park was almost at full
capacity (61 spaces) by the same time.

•

96 vehicles were parked in the Anglesey Street car park by 9.00 a.m.
during the week and 56 in the station car park, but these numbers
dropped by about 30% on a Saturday.

•

When the length of stay is factored in, about 74 vehicles were parked in
the Anglesey Street car park for longer than 8 hours on the day of the
weekday survey indicating a strong link to parking by people at work –
45% of the parking capacity. It is assumed that most of these vehicles
belonged to commuters.

•

It was noted that demand for parking at Anglesey Street was likely to
increase when J.D. Wetherspoon opened the pub/restaurant proposed for
the former Anglesey Lodge opposite the car park entrance.

On the basis of the above URS noted that if a time limit were to be introduced on
the Anglesey Street car park this could displace in excess of 100 vehicles across
a typical weekday with a much reduced figure on Saturdays. They also noted
that some of the displacement could occur onto the local highway network,
primarily via on-street parking along Anglesey Street.

ITEM NO. 8.4
5.8

It is evident that since J.D. Wetherspoon opened the Hedgeford Inn in April 2015
pressure for parking space on the Anglesey Street car park has increased as
anticipated by URS. Furthermore the attractiveness of Hednesford town centre
as a location for commuting purposes is also likely to significantly increase as
planning permission has now been secured to facilitate over 1,000 new homes
in the Hednesford area over the next 10-15 years.

5.9

Therefore, in the absence of car parking charges to manage the situation, the
only practical solution is to ensure that the Anglesey Street car park is operated
as a short stay car park via the introduction of a Parking Order and enforcement
thereafter.

5.10

Accordingly, it is recommended that the proposed Parking Order would operate
on the same basis as the Parking Order that currently operates on the Council’s
section of the Rugeley Road car park, namely a four hour time limit which
operates from Monday to Saturday between 8.00 a.m. and 3.00 p.m. The costs
of securing and implementing the Parking Order would be met from the car
parking enforcement budget held by Waste and Engineering Services.

5.11

The implementation of the Parking Order would be dependent upon the outcome
of a formal consultation which would be advertised in the local press and
supported via site notices. Adjoining businesses would also be consulted
together with key local stakeholders such as Hednesford Town Council and The
Traders of Hednesford.

5.12

It should also be noted that the County Council have now undertaken proposals
to introduce parking restrictions on a section of Anglesey Street from its junction
with Market Street up to the Station car park. This should respond positively to
the concerns raised by URS in their report regarding the displacement of long
stay parking onto nearby streets. Implementation of the parking order would
also be dependent upon adequate long-stay parking provision being available
elsewhere within Hednesford Town Centre.

5.13

It is considered there is currently adequate long stay parking available within the
town centre, without the need for additional provision to be included on the
Anglesey Street car park. A selected permitting scheme for employees of the
Co-Operative Store only, could be challenged by other local employers and
commuters. It is considered the carpark does not have sufficient capacity to
accommodate, long stay, short stay and permitted parking.

5.14

Conclusion
The Hednesford Town Centre Regeneration Programme has secured a marked
increase in the number of visitors entering the town centre on a daily basis.
Whilst car parking provision within the town centre is adequate for the number of
visitors, there are times of the day when demand exceeds supply, as
experienced at the Anglesey Street car park. This situation is compounded by
the number of vehicles which are parked in the car park on a long term basis,
mostly associated with the nearby railway station. Current estimates suggest
that over 40% of the capacity of the Anglesey Street car park is taken up with
“commuter” related car parking. In order to ensure that adequate capacity for
visitors is maintained a Parking Order is recommended to limit stays to less than

ITEM NO. 8.5
4 hours. The introduction of the proposed Parking Order is conditional upon the
outcome of public consultation and the introduction of complementary on-street
parking controls on the section of Anglesey Street closest to the car park by
Staffordshire County Council. The continued availability of long-stay parking
provision within Hednesford Town Centre would need to be ensured before
implementation could proceed.
6

Implications

6.1

Financial
As referred to in para 5.11, it will be necessary for the Council to undertake
a formal consultation to be advertised in the local press and supported via site
notices.
The report does not quantify the estimated cost of this work, however the
resultant costs will need to be contained within existing approved budgets; this
also applies to any additional costs associated with the introduction of the
Parking Order.
The Head of Economic Development has advised that there will be no additional
charges payable to Parking Services (SoTCC) as no additional staff will
be utilised for enforcement or back office functions.
There may be occasions where a minimal amount of additional income is
generated for the Council by way of penalties imposed on vehicles in breach of
the proposed parking order.
There are no additional financial implications for the Council as a result of this
report.

6.2

Legal
Legal implications are contained within the report.

6.3

Human Resources
None

6.4

Section 17 (Crime Prevention)
None

6.5

Human Rights Act
None

6.6

Data Protection
None

6.7

Risk Management

ITEM NO. 8.6
Failure to respond to the shortage of short-term parking capacity within the
Anglesey Street car park will result in increased problems in the future as a
result of new housing developments in the Hednesford area and an anticipated
increase in “commuter related” parking. The displacement of long-stay parking
onto adjoining streets can be offset by delaying the use of a Parking Order until
on-street parking restrictions have been implemented by Staffordshire County
Council.
There are risks associated with the request from employees of the Co-operative
store for permits to be made available.
This could lead to a challenge and objections to the proposal from other traders
and commuters who wish to park all day.
6.8

Equality & Diversity
There are risks associated with the request from employees of the Co-operative
store for permits to be made available.
This could lead to a challenge and objections to the proposal from other traders
and commuters who wish to park all day.

6.9

Best Value
There would be no additional cost to the Council as a consequence of the
proposals set out in this report. A very small amount of additional income to the
Council may be generated by virtue of penalties imposed on vehicles in breach
of the Parking Order. Thus the proposals should be viewed positively in the
context of best value.

7

Appendices to the Report
Appendix 1 – Map showing the land to be included within the proposed
Parking Order.

Previous Consideration
None
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