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ANNEX A 
 

EXTRACT FROM LOCAL PROTOCOL FOR PLANNING DECISION MAKING – DECEMBER 
2011 

 
 
7.4 Decisions on planning and other applications submitted under Town & Country 

Planning Acts including applications for listed building consent, conservation area 
consent, consent to display and advertisement, certificated or lawful use or development 
and prior notification of agricultural, telecommunication development and demolitions 
(referred to and defined as Planning Applications under paragraph 7.4 (A) (1) below) are 
made by one of the following two methods:- 

 
 A. By the Head of Service or a manager in the Planning Division in the following 

circumstances:- 
 

1) All applications seeking planning consent that have been duly accepted for 
determination by the Council (“Planning Applications”) but, in the reasonable 
opinion and judgement of the officer(s) duly authorised by the Deputy Chief 
Executive to determine Planning Applications (“Authorised Officer(s)”), 
substantially fail to meet the express requirements applicable Council 
policies and/or are considered contrary to the objectives of relevant Council 
policies, may be refused (on behalf of the Council) by the Authorised 
Officer(s). 

 
  2) All Planning Applications that are considered, in the reasonable opinion and 

judgement of the Authorised Officer(s), to meet all applicable Council 
policies notwithstanding any objections that have been received in response 
to any publicity and/or consultation, may be determined and approved by the 
Authorised Officer(s). 

 
  3) All Planning Applications which in the reasonable opinion and judgement of 

the Authorised Officer(s) should be approved despite not fully complying with 
applicable Council policies, shall be reported to the Planning Control 
Committee for determination (whether or not any objections are received) 
with a recommendation from the Authorised Officer(s) that the Planning 
Applications be approved. 

 
  4) No Authorised Officer(s) shall exercise any powers of determination as 

confirmed in paragraphs 1-2 above in respect of any Planning Applications 
that:- 

 
(a) Generates/leads to significant public opposition; 

 
(b) Has been made by a serving Member of the Council or any employee 

of the Council; 
 

(c) Has been made by or on behalf of the Council; 
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(d) Relates to a telecommunications development which involve the 
erection or installation of new masts to which there has been recorded 
public opposition; 

 
(e) Results in a request being received from an objector or the applicant 

seeking to address the Planning Control Committee in connection with 
the determination of the Planning Application; and/or 

 
(f) Members of the Planning Control Committee have asked to be 

referred to the Planning Control Committee for determination. 
 
 B. Council’s Planning Control Committee: 
 
  5) Where any sub-paragraph under clause 4 applies to a Planning Application, 

then that Planning Application shall be reported to the Planning Control 
Committee for determination. 

 
  6) Where a Member of the Planning Control Committee seeks to invoke and 

rely upon clause 4 sub-paragraph (f) then: 
 
   (a) the Member shall be afforded the opportunity to have an informal site 

visit with the appropriate case officer to determine whether it should 
be recommended to the Planning Control Committee that a formal sit 
visit be undertaken; and then shall 

 
   (b) proceed to making a written request (using the necessary referral form 

available from the Council’s Planning Section), which must: 
 

(i) set out the specific reasons for why the request is being made 
for the Planning Application to be referred to the Planning 
Control Committee for determination; and 

 
    (ii) be received by the Council’s Planning Section within the initial 

21 day consultation period. 
 
7.5 Decisions to take formal enforcement action under the Town & Country Planning Acts, 

to make Tree Preservation Orders (TPO) and to determine applications to carry out 
works to TPO trees are made by senior officers.  Where there is an unresolved objection 
to a proposed TPO or an unresolved complaint about a planning enforcement matter 
where officers are not recommending formal enforcement action, the final decision on 
these matters is also made by the Planning Control Committee. 

 
7.6 The Planning Control Committee normally meets once every 3 weeks and has a 

membership of 19 Councillors. It considers reports prepared by planning officers which 
make an assessment of all the relevant issues, summarises all comments received and 
make a recommendation to approve or refuse the application with appropriate reasons 
based on national and local planning policies. A recommendation of approval may 
include conditions to ensure that the proposed development meets with the appropriate 
planning requirements.  It may also require the applicant to complete a planning 
obligation (S106 of the Town & Country Planning Act 1990) to deal with the affects of the 



Heminsley-Extract-RT068 

development on the local area in a way that cannot be controlled by a planning condition 
(see Section 8 below). The Committee decides whether or not to accept the 
recommendations.  It may defer consideration of the application to seek further 
information or to enable a site inspection to take place (see 7.8 below).  The procedures 
at Planning Control Committee provide for the applicant, a maximum of two objectors, 
Ward Councillors and a representative of the Parish Council to address the Committee 
before it makes a decision on a planning application, TPO or enforcement case.  Full 
details of the operating rules for people to address the Committee are set out in Annex 
‘A’. 

 
 


