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1. Purpose of Briefing Note 

1.1 To consider issues to be included in the review of the Council’s Choice Based Lettings 
Scheme. 

2. Recommendation(s) 

2.1 That the Housing Policy Development Committee determine issues to be included in 
the review of the Council’s Choice Based Lettings Scheme. 

 
3. Background 

3.1 Cabinet on 22 January 2009 agreed an amended Choice Based Lettings Scheme for 
the allocation of social housing.  The agreed scheme went “live” on 29 June 2009 and 
in accordance with a previous decision made by Cabinet on 21 August 2008 is to be 
reviewed after a six month operational period. 

3.2 The Housing Policy Development Committee on 15 September 2009 raised a number 
of issues regarding the operation of the current scheme and it was agreed that these 
were considered further at the next meeting in order that they could be addressed as 
part of the “six month policy review”. 

4. Key Issues 

4.1 The Government require all local authorities to operate Choice Based Lettings by 2010 
and encourage the formulation of schemes on a regional or sub-regional basis.  As a 
result the Council’s agreed UChoosehomes scheme has been developed as part of a 
Choice Based Lettings Scheme for Southern Staffordshire and Northern Warwickshire. 

4.2 A copy of the agreed scheme is attached as Annex 1. 

4.3 The Government also issue statutory guidance for the allocation of social housing and 
the Council is required to have regard to this when exercising its homeless and re-
housing duties under Part Six of the Housing Act 1996.  A consultation paper regarding 
revised statutory guidance entitled “Fair and Flexible” was issued by the Department 
for Communities and Local Government in July 2009 and was considered by Cabinet 
on 17 September 2009. 
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4.4 Local authorities are expected to review and revise their existing allocation policies in 
the light of the new guidance and Cabinet agreed that this should form part of the 
agreed six month review. 

4.5 It is proposed that the review should be “issue based” and as a result the Housing 
Policy Development Committee are requested to identify issues and matters of 
concern for inclusion in the review.  These issues will then be researched and 
addressed through a proposed course of action as part of the review report. 

4.6 Other issues will be identified from the revised statutory guidance identified above and 
from consultation with service users and other stakeholders regarding the existing 
scheme. 


