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Briefing Note of: Head of Governance 
Contact Officer: Matt Berry  
Telephone No: 01543 464589 

 

SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 

12 FEBRUARY 2014 

REVIEW OF COMMUNITY FORUMS - UPDATE 

 

1 Purpose of Briefing Note 

1.1 The purpose of this briefing note is to provide the Scrutiny Committee with a 
progress update on the Community Forums review. 

 

2 Key Issues  

2.1 A review of the Council’s Community Forums was included as an action in the 
2014-15 Corporate Improvement Priority Delivery Plan (PDP). 

2.2 At the Scrutiny Committee held on 28 July, 2014, a request was put forward 
(separate from the above) that a review of how the Community Forums operated 
be included on the Committee’s work programme for the current Municipal Year.  

Following that meeting it was agreed the Committee would give direct input into 
the review being delivered as part of the Corporate Improvement PDP rather 
than running a separate review.  Accordingly, a discussion session was held at 
the Committee on 27 November, 2014, to seek Members’ views on the Forums.  

 

3 Detail  

3.1 Since the Committee last met in November 2014, further work on the review has 
taken place as follows: 

• An online survey was developed by Democratic Services and distributed 
to 373 English and Welsh local authorities to seek their views on: 

• Whether or not they operated community forums (or something similar). 

o If yes: 

� The aims/functions/purpose and structure of the forums; 

� How many forums operated and the frequency they were 
held; 
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� Which persons/organisations were invited to attend the 
forums (if any); 

� Times of day and days of the week on which the forums took 
place; 

� Average public attendance for the forums across a single 
municipal year. 

o If no, then what other arrangements (if any) did authorities have in 
place for engaging with the public? 

Overall, 150 authorities (just over 40%) responded. 

Of those, 63% stated that they did not have community forums, and 
engaged with the public in other ways 

Of the 37% who did have community forums, their responses generally 
reflected how the Forums operated at this Council. 

Further research has since been undertaken to look more closely at what 
arrangements other authorities have in place. 

• The Local Strategic Partnerships Manager has had discussions with 
partner organisations (Police, Fire Service, County Council etc.) about 
their experiences of/involvement with the Forums and considered issues 
around reporting what happens at the Forums. 

• The Policy & Performance Manager was asked to consider the role of the 
Forums in relation to community engagement, i.e. do they have a role, 
and if so, could they be developed/better utilised. 

3.2 Once all necessary information to complete the review has been gathered, a 
report will be drafted detailing proposed options for the future of the Community 
Forums, which will be presented to Council on 15 April 2015 for consideration 
and determination. 

 

4 Implications (if applicable) 

4.1 None at this time. 

 

5 Appendices 

None 

 

 

Background Papers  None 

 


