
ENCLOSURE  8.1 

CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 

CABINET 

20 JANUARY 2011 

REPORT OF DIRECTOR OF CULTURE AND REGENERATION 

RESPONSIBLE PORTFOLIO LEADER – ENVIRONMENT 

NETWORK RAIL, WEST MIDLANDS AND CHILTERNS ROUTE UTILISATION STRATEGY – 

DRAFT FOR CONSULTATION, NOVEMBER 2010 

KEY DECISION – YES 

1. Purpose of Report 

1.1   To give consideration to the Network Rail, West Midlands and Chilterns Route Utilisation 
Strategy (RUS), Draft, and the implications for Chase Line passenger services between 
Birmingham-Walsall-Cannock-Hednesford-Rugeley, as well as rail freight and to respond 
to Network Rail by 4 February 2011.  

 

 
2. Recommendation(s) 

2.1       That the Council’s comments on the Draft Network Rail West Midlands and Chilterns RUS,             
 November 2010 and detailed in Annex 1 be agreed and a response submitted by  
 4 February 2011. 
 

 
3. Summary (inc. brief overview of relevant background history) 

3.1 Network Rail originally consulted the Council on the West Midlands RUS, Scoping              
 Document in March 2008, which has now been developed into a detailed draft. 
 
3.2      The West Midlands RUS sets out the priorities for rail investment in the West Midlands              
 over the next 10 years in detail, to meet increased demand for both passengers and              
 freight, but within an overall 30 year time horizon to identify strategic issues. It recognises              
 that there has been significant passenger growth over the last decade, with a further 32%             
 predicted over the next ten years. Work on the larger projects has commenced including                 
 the rebuilding of Birmingham New Street station. 
 
3.3       The document does not make reference to the recent reduction on the Chase Line, of              
 the weekday off-peak service and the resulting hourly frequency. Neither does it make              
 reference to the financial intervention by the Council in partnership with Centro and              
 Staffordshire County Council to retain the weekday evening and Saturday half-hourly              
 services to Rugeley.  
 
3.4     The RUS highlights the recent Department for Transport funded, National Station              
 Improvement Scheme (NSIP) Chase Line station upgrade programme including Cannock,              
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 Hednesford and Rugeley Town, receiving new waiting shelters and help points, CCTV               
 coverage at platform level, public artwork and ticket machines at Cannock and               
 Hednesford. An additional DfT scheme, Access for All programme, has also delivered               
 real-time information screens in partnership with Staffordshire County Council. However, 
 the RUS sees the completion of these works as the end of any further works needed to 
 upgrade the Chase Line stations. This approach is disagreed with as further improvements 
 are still required as detailed in the West Midlands Regional Rail Development Plan, West 
 Midlands Regional Rail Forum, June 2009. 
 
3.5     The proposed Chase Line resignalling, is programmed to take place between October               
 2010 and August 2013. This will involve the closure of the existing manual signal boxes at               
 Bloxwich, Hednesford and Rugeley (Brereton Sidings) with signalling control relocated to               
 the West Midlands Signalling Centre at Birmingham. This will allow signal spacing for               
 75mph running, subject to additional expenditure on upgrading the track. 
  
3.6     This scheme aims to increase the linespeed on the route between Ryecroft Junction 

(Walsall) and Rugeley from the current 45/50mph to 75mph. The increase will apply to              
approximately 11 miles of the route in both directions. The scheme will enable a timetabled              
reduction in journey time for passenger services on the route, in order to encourage growth              
in passenger travel and modal shift, thereby realising socio-economic benefits. 

 
3.7    There is an aspiration to establish rail freight services on the site of the former Mid-             
 Cannock Colliery and now operated as an HGV depot for Maersk/Pentalver. The 28-acre              
 site has a capacity of about 5,000 20-foot-equivalent units and an existing rail connection,              
 which would be utilised to provide access to a new siding development.      
  
4. Key issues and Implications 

4.1       Cannock Chase Council, in partnership with Staffordshire County Council and Centro, has              
been actively involved in development of the passenger rail service since its restoration in              
1989 from Walsall-Hednesford, to Rugeley Town in 1997 and Stafford in 1998. This has             
included the construction of three station car parks at Cannock, Hednesford and Rugeley              
Town, together with revenue support with Staffordshire County Council, for the Hednesford              
- Rugeley service under the Central Trains franchise from 1997 to 2007.  

 
4.2      More recently, in September 2010, the Council agreed in principle to provide funding for             
 one year from December 2010, towards retaining weekday evening and Saturday services             
 that had been proposed for withdrawal, and preferably as part of a package for the             
 remainder of the London Midland franchise to September 2015. 
 
4.3       The RUS shows that peak time trains from Rugeley and Cannock arriving at Birmingham             
 have a high occupancy rate of 76%.  
 
4.4       The Chase Line is identified as one of three corridors within the RUS area where the 

greatest delays have occurred, due to points, signalling or other asset failure. 
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             National Station Improvement Programme (NSIP) 
 
4.5       The section on planned changes on infrastructure and services makes reference to the               
 recent Department for Transport funded, National Station Improvement Scheme (NSIP)               
 programme involving all six Chase Line stations, including Cannock, Hednesford and               
 Rugeley Town, which provided new waiting shelters and help points, CCTV coverage at               
 Platform level, public artwork and ticket machines at Cannock and Hednesford. An               
 additional DfT scheme, Access for All programme, has also delivered real-time information               
 screens in partnership with Staffordshire County Council. 
 
4.6      The RUS sees the completion of these works as the end of any further works needed to               
 upgrade the Chase Line stations. This approach is disagreed with as further               
 improvements are still required and detailed in the West Midlands Regional Rail               
 Development Plan, Centro, June 2009. In particular these include the provision of staffed               
 booking offices at Cannock and Hednesford stations, together with the provision of full 
 disabled access at Rugeley Town and improved disabled access at Cannock station. 
 
             Chase Line resignalling  
 
4.7    The proposed Chase Line resignalling, is programmed to take place between October               
 2010 and August 2013. This will involve the closure of the existing manual signal boxes at               
 Bloxwich, Hednesford and Rugeley (Brereton Sidings) with signalling control relocated to               
 the West Midlands Signalling Centre at Birmingham. This will allow signal spacing for               
 75mph running, subject to additional expenditure on upgrading the track. 
              
             Chase Line linespeed improvements 
 
4.8    This scheme aims to increase the linespeed on the route between Ryecroft Junction             
 (Walsall) and Rugeley from the current 45/50mph to 75mph. The increase will apply to              
 approximately 11 miles of the route in both directions. The objective of the scheme is to              
 enable a timetabled reduction in journey time for passenger services on the route, in order              
 to encourage growth in passenger travel and modal shift, thereby realising socio-economic             
 benefits. The current plan is for the scheme to be part funded by the Network Rail              
 Discretionary Fund and part funded by the West Midlands Regional Funding Allocation.              
 The scheme remains in the top 10 priorities identified by the ‘old’ regional group. Estimated              
 cost £5m. To enable efficient delivery of the scheme, the track, structures and platform              
 works would be delivered by the project, and the signaling works would be delivered              
 separately by the Walsall and Cannock resignalling scheme. It should be noted that it is              
 anticipated that the linespeed increase would be implemented following the completion of              
 the resignalling scheme in 2013. 
 
4.9       Since publication of the RUS, the Department for Transport (DfT) subsequently confirmed  
            on 29 November 2010, that the Chase Line linespeed upgrade is now an unfunded scheme  
            following the end of the Regional Funding Allocation.  Accordingly, Network Rail should be  
            asked to give greater priority to the Chase Line linespeed upgrade within the RUS. This  
            scheme will also need to be promoted by Cannock Chase Council, Staffordshire County  
            Council and Centro, in order that a bid for the new funding sources, namely the Regional  
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            Growth Fund and Local Sustainable Transport Fund, can be made for this important  
            scheme. The Council also intend to raise the urgency of this scheme through the Local  
            Enterprise Partnership (LEP). Confirmation of Network Rails continued support and funding  
            from the Network Rail Discretionary Fund, should be sought. 

 
             Mid Cannock road/rail freight interchange 
 
 4.10    Maersk /former Bowmur Haulage relocated from their A5, Watling Street premises to the              
 former Mid-Cannock Rail Disposal Point, to facilitate the future transfer of freight from road              
 to rail. Planning permission exists for new rail sidings within the site. There is an aspiration             
 to establish rail services to its existing facility (on the site of the former Mid-Cannock              
 Colliery). The 28-acre site has a capacity of about 5,000 20-foot-equivalent units and an             
 existing rail connection, which would be utilised to provide access to a new siding                
 development. There is sufficient capacity on the network to accommodate rail services to              
 and from the Cannock site without impacting on the performance of other trains.  
 
4.11       In view of the existing Churchbridge Air Quality management Area on the A5, and existing              
 traffic congestion at the A5/A460/A34/M6T Churchbridge Interchange, any move to              
 transfer freight from road to rail should be supported. A single freight train removes 40-50              
 HGVs of the road network. 
  
4.12     With regards to future demand on the Chase Line, the high-peak hour load factors on the              
 Cannock and Walsall corridor services are predicted to be similar to current despite growth              
 in rail demand. Overall there would be sufficient capacity to meet demand in the peak.             
 Some standing will still be observed on the busiest train but this is likely to be for less than             
 10 minutes. 
 
             Planning Context and future demand 
 
4.13   The RUS does not make reference to the recent reduction on the Chase Line, in              
 the weekday off-peak service and the resulting hourly frequency, since December 2010.              
 Neither does it make reference to the financial intervention by the Council in partnership              
 with Centro and Staffordshire County Council to retain the weekday evening and Saturday              
 half-hourly services to Rugeley.  
 
            Gaps and Options 
 
4.14     Following the 2008 consultation, six Chase Line Issues were identified:- 
 

• Freight routing issues on the Cannock and Walsall line in the light of future              
freight and passenger growth. 

• Gauge capability on the Cannock and Walsall line. 

• Intermodal terminal capacity issues – North West Midlands. 

• Passenger service improvement required to meet demand on the Cannock line. 

• Peak capacity issues for passenger services: central Birmingham. 
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• Inadequate station facilities at Cannock Line stations (all six stations Bloxwich-     
Rugeley) limiting rail accessibility. 

 
4.15     The RUS proposes that the first three railfreight issues will be consolidated through a West              
 Midlands freight study and corridor timetable studies. 
 
4.16    The 4th and 5th points are proposed to be addressed through train lengthening on all peak           
 services, however reference is only made to achieving this through using electric trains           
 south of Walsall. 
 
4.17      With regard to the 6th point, the RUS regards the recent Chase Line station improvements  
            under the NSIP scheme, as having satisfied these issues.  
 
4.18    It is recommended that the latter point should be objected to. There are many issues 
 relating to existing station facilities that are still deemed to be inadequate, that should be 
 addressed by Network Rail and the franchise operator. These include the lack of staffed 
 booking offices at Cannock and Hednesford, lack of or substandard disabled access, the 
 need for 4 coach trains, the need to reinstate the recently withdrawn off-peak 
 services and secure their retention for the full length of the West Midlands franchise 
 to September 2015, and the need to operate the last weekday evening service to 
 Rugeley. 
 
 Walsall-Rugeley route electrification 
 
4.19     Network Rail are preparing a separate RUS on electrification which has already identified             
 Walsall-Rugeley as a possible candidate infill scheme. The West Midlands RUS 
 recognises that if the route was electrified, the Rugeley-Birmingham service could be 
 linked into the local service from Birmingham-Wolverhampton.   
 
4.20   The Council has previously expressed its support to Network Rail. Electrification is             
 important as part of a strategy to secure more frequent and faster services as well as             
 restoration of through services to Stafford and new inter regional services to the north-
 west. 

 
5. Conclusions and Reason(s) for the Recommendation(s) 

5.1       The consultation allows the Council the opportunity to comment on investment in the Chase              
 Line over the next ten years. In the light of recent withdrawal of rail services, it is important             
 that the Council’s comments are put forward to Network Rail. 
 
6.         Other Options Considered 

6.1    Failure to respond to the current consultation would result in reduced opportunity to             
 influence rail investment on the Chase Line. No other options have been identified. 
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7. Report Author Details 

7.1        Mr J. Morgan, Principal Planning Officer, Planning Policy, x4308. 
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SCHEDULE OF ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

INDEX 

Contribution to Council Priorities (i.e. CHASE, Corporate Priorities) Section 1 

Contribution to Promoting Community Engagement Section 2 

Financial Implications  Section 3 

Legal Implications  Section 4 

Human Resource Implications Section 5 

Section 17 (Crime Prevention)  Section 6 

Human Rights Act Implications  Section 7 

Data Protection Act Implications Section 8 

Risk Management Implications Section 9 

Equality and Diversity Implications Section 10 

List of Background Papers Section 11 

Report History Section 12 

Annexes to the Report i.e. copies of correspondence, plans etc. Annex 1, 2, 3 
etc 
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Section 1 

Contribution to Council Priorities (i.e. CHASE, Corporate Plan) 

Any future Council involvement in securing improvements to the rail service, will accord with the 
CHASE objectives with respect to promoting Accessibility to Learning Skills, reducing Social 
Inclusion, assisting Economic Regeneration and helping the Environment through promoting a 
sustainable form of transport. 

Section 2 

Contribution to Promoting Community Engagement 

Publicising the Council’s representation on the Network Rail RUS will assist local environment 
organisation and local rail promotion groups in making similar representations. 

Section 3 

Financial Implications 

This report has not yet been cleared by the Head of Financial Management, the following financial 
implications should therefore be considered as draft. 
 
There are no direct financial implications for the Council as a result of this report. 
 
The Council is currently undertaking negotiations with Centro, Staffordshire County Council, the 
Department for Transport, London Midland, Network Rail and the Office of Rail Regulation, in 
respect of the levels of service and the overall share of the cost to be borne by the Council re the 
Chaseline Rail Service. 
 
The existing provision for Rail Revenue Support is as follows: 

Rail Revenue Support 
2010-11 
Approved 
Budget  

2011-12 
Standstill 
Budget 

2012-13 
Standstill 
Budget 

Underspend B/fwd 2009-10 – roll over 
denied as SAC as a whole overspent 

0 0 0 

Budget For Year 9,270 9,360 9,460 

    
Total 9,270 9,360 9,460 

   

There is also a balance of £15,285 in the “Rail Revenue Support Reserve” which can also be used 
to fund Rail Revenue Support costs; obviously this is a one off item. 
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Any request for additional funding in excess of existing provisions will need to be considered as 
part of the Councils Delivering Change Process.  

Further reports will need to be considered by Members once negotiations between all interested 
parties have progressed further and will include more detailed financial implications. It should be 
stressed that during negotiations the only financial input the Council can currently make to the 
Chase Line are as detailed above. 

Section 4 

Legal Implications 

Following on from the Railways Act 2005 the Office of Rail Regulation required the establishment 
of Route Utilisation Strategies (RUSs) across the network. Network Rail are required to consult 
extensively, including local authorities, as part of the process of preparing the RUS. 

Section 5 

Human Resource Implications 

There are no human resource implications in the report. 

Section 6 

Section 17 (Crime Prevention) 

The provision of  rail services to and from Rugeley, Hednesford and Cannock allows the younger 
population, particularly in Rugeley, to access a wider range of evening leisure, recreational and 
cultural facilities in Cannock, Walsall or Birmingham, as well as connecting into long distance 
services at Birmingham and Rugeley Trent Valley to Stafford, and London. 

Section 7 

Human Rights Act Implications 

There are no identified implications in respect of the Human Rights Act 1998 arising from this 
report. 

Section 8 

Data Protection Act Implications 

There are no identified implications in respect of the Data Protection Act arising from this report. 
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Section 9 

Risk Management Implications 

Failure to respond to the current consultation could risk loosing the opportunity to promote 
additional investment in the Chase Line. 

Section 10 

Equality and Diversity Implications 

There are no implications in the report. 

Section 11 

List of Background Papers 

Network Rail, West Midlands & Chilterns RUS, Draft for Consultation, November 2010.           

Section 12 

Report History 

Council Meeting Date 

Cabinet – Chase Line Rail Service – Proposed Service Reductions 

Cabinet – Chase Line Rail Service – Proposed Enhancements 

2 September 2010  

19 June 2008  

 

Annexes to Report 

1. Draft response to Network Rail on the West Midlands and Chilterns RUS, November 2010.                                                  

                                                                                                                                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

                                                                                                                                                        ANNEX  1 
 
Please ask for:   Mr J. R. Morgan    Your Ref:   
 
Extension No:  4308      Our Ref:  JRM/Trans P/5.1  
               

                                         johnmorgan@cannockchasedc.gov.uk  
 
West Midlands and Chilterns RUS  
Network Planning 
Network Rail 
100 Wharfside Street 
Birmingham 
West Midlands 
B1 1RT 
 
xx January 2011 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
Network Rail West Midlands and Chilterns Draft Route Utilisation Strategy (RUS) 
Consultation Document, November 2010 

Thank you for inviting comments on the above document.  
 
This Council, in partnership with Staffordshire County Council and Centro, has been actively 
involved in development of the Chase Line passenger rail service since its restoration in 1989 from 
Walsall-Hednesford, to Rugeley Town in 1997 and Stafford in 1998. This has included the 
construction of three station car parks at Cannock, Hednesford and Rugeley Town, together with 
revenue support with Staffordshire County Council, for the Hednesford - Rugeley service under the 
Central Trains franchise from 1997 to 2007.  

The Council has now agreed in principle to provide funding towards enhanced incremented rail 
services on the Chase Line from December 2010, in partnership with Centro and Staffordshire 
County Council. These included the provision of a second off-peak Birmingham-Rugeley service on 
Saturdays, which when combined with the DfT funded franchise service,  provides a half hourly off-
peak frequency, as well as extending the existing franchised weekday hourly evening, Birmingham- 
Hednesford service, north to Rugeley Town and Trent Valley stations. 

The Council’s detailed comments are as follows:- 

Fig 3.3. Following the withdrawal of the weekday, off-peak half hourly Walsall-Rugeley TV service 
from December 2010, the diagram needs to be amended accordingly. The Council remains 
committed to securing the restoration of these services at the earliest opportunity. 

Figure 3.13 – Freight commodity flows only shows coal and oil flows to Rugeley Power Station. 
Limestone and gypsum traffic also operates following the £140m investment in flue gas 
desulphurisation at the power station in 2009/10. 



 

Fig 3.20. Electrification. Part of the Chase Line branch from Rugeley Trent Valley is already 
electrified. 

3.9.6/4.2.1.8/Table 4.1 Platform lengthening 

It is noted that in 3.9.6 that Chase Line stations are identified as being unable to accommodate 
four-car length trains, however in Table 4.1 only Hednesford and Rugeley Trent Valley are 
identified as requiring platform lengthening. Further clarification is required on this issue. If the use 
of four-car trains having selective door opening is now being proposed, then platform lengthening 
would not be required, although it is noted that such operation may have an adverse impact on 
timekeeping and station dwell time. 

3.10.1 RUS area performance analysis 

Concern is expressed over the Chase Line being identified as one of the top three routes within the 
RUS for delays through points, signalling and other asset failure. It is hoped that the planned 
investment in signalling and linespeed will eliminate these causes. 

Table 4.2 National Station Improvement Programme (NSIP) 
 
Reference is made to the recent Department for Transport funded, National Station Improvement 
Scheme (NSIP) programme involving all six Chase Line stations, including Cannock, Hednesford 
and Rugeley Town, receiving new waiting shelters and help points, CCTV coverage at platform  
level, public artwork and ticket machines at Cannock and Hednesford. An additional DfT scheme, 
Access for All programme, has also delivered real-time information in partnership with Staffordshire 
County Council. 
 
The Council welcomes the recent investment at Cannock, Hednesford and Rugeley Town stations 
under the NSIP and AfA programmes. 
 
The RUS sees the completion of these works as the end of any further works needed to upgrade 
the Chase Line stations.  
 
The Council disagree with this approach as further improvements are still required and detailed in 
the West Midlands Regional Rail Development Plan, West Midlands Regional Rail Forum, June 
2009. In particular these include the provision of staffed booking offices at Cannock and 
Hednesford stations. In addition there are outstanding issues relating to the provision of full 
disabled access at Rugeley Town and improved disabled access at Cannock station. 
 
Table 4.3 Signalling renewals /4.3.3 Chase Line linespeed improvements 

The Council supports this scheme which will increase the linespeed on the route between Ryecroft 
Junction (Walsall) and Rugeley from the current 45/50mph to 75mph.  The Council has agreed to 
provide a construction compound to Network Rail from October 2010 to August 2013, to facilitate 
the implementation of this scheme. 



 

The Council wishes to see the implementation of this scheme together with the linespeed upgrade 
as soon as possible, in order to facilitate restoration of the half-hourly passenger services 
withdrawn from December 2010. 
 
Since publication of the RUS, the Department for Transport (DfT) subsequently confirmed on 29 
November 2010, that the Chase Line linespeed upgrade is now an unfunded scheme following the 
end of the Regional Funding Allocation.  Accordingly, Network Rail is asked to give greater priority 
to the Chase Line linespeed upgrade within the RUS. This scheme will also need to be promoted 
by Cannock Chase Council, Staffordshire County Council and Centro, in order that a bid for the 
new funding sources, namely the Regional Growth Fund and Local Sustainable Transport Fund, 
can be made for this important scheme. The Council also intend to raise the urgency of this 
scheme through the Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP). Confirmation of Network Rails continued 
support and funding from the Network Rail Discretionary Fund, would be welcomed. 
 
4.3.4 Cannock freight terminal 
 
The Council supports the development of a road/rail intermodal freight depot at the former Mid-
Cannock colliery site. The current HGV operator Maersk/former Bowmur Haulage relocated from 
their A5, Watling Street premises to the former Mid-Cannock Rail Disposal Point, to facilitate the 
future transfer of freight from road to rail. In view of the existing Churchbridge Air Quality 
Management Area on the A5, and existing traffic congestion at the A5/A460/A34/M6T 
Churchbridge Interchange, any move to transfer freight from road to rail is supported. A single 
freight train removes 40-50 HGVs of the road network. The Council has granted planning 
permission exists for new rail sidings within the site. It is noted that the proposed resignalling 
scheme includes a new crossover into the Mid-Cannock site to facilitate southbound freight trains 
to the coastal ports. 

The Panel Report on West Midlands Regional Spatial Strategy Phase Two Revision, September 
2009, stated:- 

"5.31. Turning to wider possibilities, Network Rail informed the Examination of the planned 
upgrading of the Walsall-Rugeley rail line through Cannock for high speed running, with re-
signalling, infill electrification and W10 loading gauge enhancement (CD311A and 384/4). 
Agreement exists in such a context to provide an inter-modal depot at the Maersk site at Cannock 
just north of the A5 where the Highways Agency indicated that a solution to road congestion is in 
prospect. Clearly, such a possibility warrants consideration as a potential Regional Logistics Site.” 
 
The West Midlands Region Rail Development Plan, June 2009, has also forecast the doubling of 
rail freight volumes between 2003 to 2015. 
 
4.4 Planned service changes/ 4.4.1 December 2010 timetable change 
 
No reference is made in this section to the recent withdrawal of the Monday-Friday, off-peak 
incremental services from December 2010, which has resulted in the Birmingham-Rugeley service 
frequency being reduced from half-hourly to hourly, due to funding cuts by the DfT. The Council 
has made strong objections to the DfT and the Office of Rail Regulation.  One of the issues has 
been the failure by Network Rail to carry out the Chase Line upgrade, which resulted in the recently 



 

withdrawn services having to operate non-stop between Walsall-Cannock, resulting in lost revenue 
from intermediate stations and a high subsidy being required to secure their replacement. 
 
The Council has now agreed in principle to provide funding for one year, towards enhanced 
incremented rail services on the Chase Line from December 2010, in partnership with Centro and 
Staffordshire County Council. These included the provision of a second off-peak Birmingham-
Rugeley service on Saturdays, which when combined with the DfT funded franchise service,  
provides a half hourly off-peak frequency, as well as extending the existing franchised weekday 
hourly evening, Birmingham- Hednesford service, north to Rugeley Town and Trent Valley stations. 

5.3.8 Planning context and future demand - Cannock and Walsall corridor  

The view that high-peak hour load factors on this corridor are predicted to be similar to current 
despite growth in rail demand is contested. Passenger growth between 2005-7 was 19.1% and this 
trend has continued. 

Table 6.9 – Gaps and Options, Cannock and Walsall corridor 

Gap I-87, inadequate facilities at Cannock, Hednesford and Rugeley Town stations, are not 
adequately closed by the recent NSIP initiative. 
 
6.5.7 Gap Issue I-87 
 
The RUS regards the completion of the recent NSIP station improvements at Cannock, Hednesford 
and Rugeley Town as addressing any outstanding issues with no further upgrades to Chase Line 
stations being required or needing further assessment.  
 
The Council disagree with this conclusion. Further improvements will be required in the future and 
are detailed in the West Midlands Regional Rail Development Plan, West Midlands Regional Rail 
Forum, June 2009. In particular these include the provision of staffed booking offices at Cannock 
and Hednesford stations. There is also a need to address the provision of full disabled access at 
Rugeley Town and improved disabled access at Cannock station. The footbridge at Rugeley Town 
station included provision in 1997, for ramps to be provided at a future date. At the present time 
disabled passengers from the Birmingham direction need to remain on the train to Rugeley Trent 
Valley to reverse in order to arrive at the southbound platform which affords access to the Wharf 
Road station car park. Similarly, Cannock station incorporates ramps to a 1:12 gradient rather than 
the current 1:20 standard and access from the northbound platform to the station car park is 
circuitous. 
 
Table 6.23/ Gap G-30/ Option 0-5 Cannock and Walsall line freight growth 
 
This Council wish to ensure coal, oil, limestone and gypsum traffic to and from Rugeley Power 
Station remains on the rail network, together with the future development of railfreight from the 
existing Mid-Cannock container depot to the coastal ports 
 
With regards to coal traffic to Rugeley Power Station, imported coal flows from Bristol Portbury 
docks to Rugeley, currently have to travel via Newport (South Wales), Hereford and Shrewsbury 



 

due to lack of capacity on the direct Lickey corridor between Cheltenham and Birmingham (Gap-
33/Option 0-5 and 6.12). Similarly container traffic between Birmingham and Southampton docks 
via Oxford, is hampered by lack of capacity (Gap - 3/Option 0 - 5). 
 
However, the current RUS does not appear to identify the additional new capacity to meet this 
demand. In particular there is a need to identify new, diversionary routes that could help relieve 
existing congested corridors between Birmingham – Cheltenham and Birmingham-Oxford, that 
would allow segregation of high speed passenger trains from freight. There is therefore a need for 
the RUS to identify additional freight capacity between the WM region and the south-west and 
south coast container ports during the next two control periods, including reopening of other 
strategic missing links, in order to accommodate the planned doubling of rail freight, and identifying 
potential alternative through routes. It is important that such routes are identified in the RUS in 
order for local authorities to protect such routes from prejudicial development as well as having a 
policy base to secure developer funding towards such schemes.  The failure by Network Rail to 
identify such routes is effectively denying third party funding towards such schemes. The long term 
nature of bringing projects to fruition should not be solely guided by the current economic situation. 
One such route is identified in 7.2.2 between Birmingham and Oxford and is therefore supported. 
 
6.9.2 Cannock and Walsall line option analysis 
 
It is noted that London Midland’s operational plan to 2014 proposes increasing the number of seats 
by 500 in the three hour morning peak, however this increase is only to be achieved through the 
use of electric multiple-units south of Walsall. As the Chase Line is not electrified, the need to 
provide additional seating capacity between Birmingham and Rugeley, should be secured through 
the use of 4 car diesel trains, as envisaged in 3.9.6/4.2.1.8/Table 4.1 
 
7.3.9  Walsall-Rugeley route electrification 
 
While it is recognised that Network Rail are preparing a separate RUS on electrification which has 
already identified Walsall-Rugeley as a possible candidate infill scheme, it is noted that the West 
Midlands RUS recognises that if the route was electrified, the Rugeley-Birmingham service could 
be linked into the local service from Birmingham-Wolverhampton, as part of the Aldridge 
electrification strategy (Option 32a). 
 
The Council has previously expressed its support to Network Rail. Electrification is important as 
part of a strategy to secure more frequent and faster services as well as restoration of through 
services to Stafford and new inter regional services to the north-west. 
 
New Gap – Chase Line to Stafford Connectivity 
 
Following withdrawal of the direct Chase Line service to Stafford in 2009, changes at Rugeley 
Trent Valley have been required with the new Euston-Rugeley TV-Crewe service.  While the 
Service Level Commitment for the West Midland Rail franchise, requires connections be provided 
at Rugeley Trent Valley not exceeding 15 minutes, the recent withdrawal of the weekday Rugeley-
Birmingham services, has resulted in the remaining hourly service not being compliant with this 
franchise requirement. However, it is understood that the DfT have now allowed the train operator, 
London Midland, a derogation exempting them from meeting this requirement. 



 

 
This has therefore created a new gap in terms of connectivity from Cannock, Hednesford and 
Rugeley Town to Stafford which needs to be addressed. 
 
 
New Gap – Last weekday evening train to Rugeley 
 
The last evening service from Birmingham at 2318 terminates at Hednesford, due to engineering 
works, resulting in the last Rugeley service departing Birmingham an hour earlier at 2217. Steps 
should be taken to secure the extension of this service to Rugeley. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
John Morgan 
Principal Planning Officer, Planning Policy. 
 


