
CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
 

SAFER AND STRONGER COMMUNITIES POLICY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 

TUESDAY, 28 APRIL 2009 AT 4.00 P.M. 
 

IN THE CIVIC CENTRE, BEECROFT ROAD, CANNOCK 
 

PART 1 
 

PRESENT:  Councillors 
 

  

Jones, R. (Chairman) 
Green, M. R. (Vice-Chairman) 

 
 Kraujalis, J. T. 
 J. Jillings 
 

Mawle, D. L. 
 

 
(Apologies for absence were received from Councillors K. L. Bennett, and L. W. Bullock). 
  
28. Minutes 
  
 AGREED: 
  
 That the Minutes of the meeting held on 31 March 2009 be approved as a correct record. 
  
29. Secured by Design 
  
 The Committee received a presentation from P.C. Gordon Scott, Architectural Liaison Officer 

(ALO) and Strategic Crime Reduction Officer for Chase Division, Staffordshire Police. 
  

He explained that the ALO was a specialist crime prevention officer who dealt with crime risk and 
the provision of designing out crime advice for the built environment.  Secured by Design (SbD) 
was a U.K. Police initiative which focused on crime prevention at the design, layout and 
construction stages of homes, businesses, hospitals, town centres, children’s play areas etc. 
SbD also promotes the use of security standards for a wide range of applications and products.  
It ensured that whatever was constructed was sustainable and deterred criminal and anti social 
behaviour by making sure that those offending could be in plain view and, therefore, made it less 
likely that crime would be committed. 
 
The Secured by Design aims were to deter criminal and anti social behaviour by providing:- 
 

 Building design features that encourage natural surveillance 
 Defensible space 
 A sense of ownership and responsibility 
 Control of access to individual and common areas 
 Landscaping that promoted natural surveillance and safety 
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 A good overall standard of security for the building shell 
 Secure vehicle parking 
 Adequate lighting of common areas. 

 
Research showed that SbD developments experienced 50% less crime and 25% less disorder 
than non SbD developments.  It was also a positive marketing tool. 
 
There was no charge for advice given or for the award.  There was, however, a fee charged with 
respect to the ‘Parkmark’ award for safer parking areas. 
 
Routes for future developments, where alleyways were needed should be straight in order that 
the public could have a clear view.  It was reported that with respect to the gating orders at 
School Lane, Little Wyrley; Newlands Lane, Heath Hayes and Reservoir Road, Hednesford 
purchase orders had been raised and the gates were waiting to be installed. 
 
A number of authorities had enforcement policies with respect to SbD being built into their 
planning guidance for developments over a certain size.  It was explained that Housing 
Associations required SbD certificates to receive funding from Central Government. 
 
A Member reported that Cannock Wood Parish Hall had applied for a permanent bar licence 
instead of the temporary licences granted when events were held.  However, the Police had 
raised an objection unless certain work was carried out, the cost of which amounted to 
approximately £10,000.  The Community Safety Manager reported that he would investigate the 
matter. 
 

30. Staffordshire Intensive Family Support Service (SIFS) 
  
 Faith Mitchell, Interim Children’s Service Manager and two other representatives from Barnardos 

Staffordshire were in attendance to provide the Committee with information on the SMART/SIFS 
Project. 
 
It was explained that the SIFS project was now fully staffed and was tightly monitored and 
funded by the Youth Offending Service.  The project was aimed at children between 8-18 years 
who had committed some level of anti social behaviour and where it was considered that offering 
family support would enhance parenting skills.  Families were required to consent to the referral.  
The Service was developing with increasing referrals being made from such organisations as 
Healthnet, housing, education etc.  These were then taken to the local Anti Social Behaviour 
Action Groups to agree, as they had an insight into families in their local area who were 
experiencing difficulties.  A wide range of work was being undertaken together with other 
agencies depending on the particular family’s needs.  The project had received funding for two 
years, Barnardos having successfully tendered to provide the Service.  Mechanisms with other 
agencies were being put in place to support the families should funding come to an end. 
 
Some of the families they were working with were beyond the scope of the Common 
Assessment Framework (CAF) system which was designed for families at tiers 1 and 2.  
Therefore a team assessment framework was being developed which would be completed with 
all families to add consistency to the Service’s work.  The CAF process would be used when the 
Service’s work had been completed to ensure the families would continue to receive appropriate 
support. 
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The team made up of 9 staff worked intensively with six families at a time for approximately 8 
hours per week for between 6 to 12 months.  It was reported that the families appreciated the 
support they received.  It was explained that the project was in its infancy, however it was 
considered that although the support and changes may be small at present, the potential existed 
to create a change in parents and their children’s lives. 
 
Funding of £125,000 had been received to enhance the Service to enable them to work with 
prolific offenders 
 

31. Recommendations to Cabinet 
  
 Discussion took place on the work carried out during the current municipal year by the Policy 

Development. 
  
 AGREED: 
  

That:- 
 

 (A) The Community Safety Manager provide the Committee with a briefing note listing the 
 issues considered by them during 2008/09. 

  
 (B) Cabinet be recommended to support the adoption of a policy within the Local 

 Development Framework (LDF) that new developments be required to incorporate  good 
 design, including the Secured by Design standard to help reduce crime and the fear of 
 crime. 

  
  

 
 
 
 

 CHAIRMAN 
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