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SECOND DOORS TO BUNGALOWS 

1. Purpose of Briefing Note 

1.1 To update the Housing Policy Development Committee on the current position 
regarding the provision of second doors to Council owned bungalows. 

2. Recommendation 

2.1 That the Housing Policy Development Committee note the current position regarding 
the provision of second doors to Council owned bungalows. 

3. Background 

3.1 The Housing Policy Development Committee on 26 August 2008 considered a report 
on the provision of second doors to Council owned bungalows and agreed the 
following recommendations to Cabinet:- 

 (a) That Cabinet consider the reintroduction of a programme to provide second 
doors to all Council owned bungalows as part of the reconsideration of the 
Council’s maintenance and improvement priorities for its housing stock, in the 
light of the results of the 2008 stock condition survey. 

 (b) That subject to a second door to bungalows programme being introduced, 
Cabinet are recommended:- 

  (i) That the programme be undertaken as part of the external envelope 
works programme over a seven year period, in accordance with the 
external envelope works priority programme. 

  (ii) That the programme be implemented in accordance with the 
specification set out in the report of the Head of Housing. 

 (c) That tenants be able to refuse the work and that where the work is refused, a 
second door be provided as part of the Council’s ‘re-let standard’ when a 
bungalow became void. 

3.2 These recommendations were subsequently considered by Cabinet on 18 September 
2008, when it was resolved:- 
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 (a) That a decision on the reintroduction of a programme to provide second doors 
to all Council owned bungalows be deferred pending a further report of the 
Director of Service Improvement detailing the following information:- 

  (i) The number of fire incidents that have occurred in Council owned 
bungalows with one door. 

  (ii) The results of a survey of tenants living in bungalows identified as in 
need of a second door in order to determine the number of tenants 
that would wish to have the works undertaken. 

 (b) That the Housing Policy Development Committee be requested to provide 
Cabinet with recommendations as to how the reintroduction of a programme to 
provide second doors to Council owned bungalows should be funded by the 
Council. 

 (c) That the Chairman of the Housing Policy Development Committee be invited to 
attend the meeting of the Cabinet to present the recommendations of the 
Policy Development Committee referred to in (b) above. 

3.3 In the meantime, the Housing Policy Development Committee on 11 September 2008 
had already given further consideration to funding the provision of second doors to 
Council owned bungalows and agreed that Cabinet be recommended that this be 
funded by a reduction in the grass cutting service from 16 to 12 cuts per year and the 
cessation of the elderly persons internal decoration scheme. 

4. The Current Situation 

4.1 The additional information requested by Cabinet is now available, i.e. 

 (a) The number of fire incidents that have occurred in Council owned bungalows 
with one door. 

  An analysis of the Council’s insurance claims following fires in the Council’s 
housing stock shows that 80 claims have been made from 2002 to date.  Of 
these, 16 claims were made in respect of bungalows, one of which had only 
one door. 

  The Staffordshire Fire and Rescue Service report that during the period 2002-
2007 there were 1851 fires within the Cannock Chase area, although 
information is not available in accordance with tenure.  Four fatalities resulted 
from these fires, one of which related to a Council bungalow with one door. 

(b) The results of the second door to bungalow survey. 

- The tenants of the 278 bungalows which only have one door were 
surveyed (via a postal questionnaire) to ascertain whether they would 
wish to have a second door provided.  The results were as follows:- 
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 Number 
 

 

Wish to have a second door 116 (42%) 
Do not wish to have a second door 39 (14%) 
No reply 123 (44%) 

 
4.2 As detailed in paragraph 3.3, the Housing Policy Development Committee have 

already determined their recommendation regarding funding the provision of second 
doors to bungalows and as a result the matter will be reconsidered by Cabinet on 19 
February 2009. 


