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Report of: Head of Planning 
and Regeneration 

Contact Officer: Antony Lancaster 
Telephone No: 01543 464481 

Portfolio Leader: Economic 
Development and 
Planning 

Key Decision:  Yes 
Report Track:  Cabinet 17/01/13 

 

 

CABINET 

17 JANUARY 2013 

DESIGNATION OF BRERETON AND RAVENHILL PARISH AS A 
NEIGHBOURHOOD AREA 

  

 

 

1 Purpose of Report 

 
1.1 To note the representations made during public consultation on a proposal to 

designate Brereton and Ravenhill Parish as a neighbourhood area and to 
agree to this designation and its wider notification. 

 

2 Recommendations 

 
2.1  That Cabinet note the summary of responses in appendix 1 made to the 

public consultation on a proposal to designate Brereton and Ravenhill Parish 
as a neighbourhood area; 

 
2.2 That Cabinet agree to the designation of Brereton and Ravenhill Parish as a 

neighbourhood area and that the decision is notified on the Council website 
and within the local area as soon as possible after the final decision has 
been made. 

 

3 Key Issues and Reasons for Recommendation 

 
3.1 Brereton and Ravenhill Parish Council have applied to the District Council 

under Section 61G of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 for 
designation of the whole of the Parish as a neighbourhood area. 

 

3.2 Under the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 the District 
Council, acting as Local Planning Authority, has publicised the application for 
six weeks in order to allow representations to be made prior to a decision 
being made. 
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3.3 Responses received are set out in appendix 1 and are all supportive.  
 

4 Relationship to Corporate Priorities 

 
4.1 The designation will help facilitate local expression in Brereton and  

Ravenhill on aspects of the Council’s priorities which have  
development implications.  

 

5 Report Detail  

 
5.1 The Localism Act and National Planning Policy Framework have introduced 

new procedures aimed at encouraging neighbourhood planning. 

5.2 These include Neighbourhood Plans prepared by a Parish Council or 
Neighbourhood Forum for a particular neighbourhood area (made under the 
Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004) and Neighbourhood 
Development Orders made by a local planning authority (under the Town and 
Country Planning Act 1990) through which Parish Councils and 
neighbourhood forums can grant planning permission for a specific 
development proposal or classes of development. Further details of 
procedure are provided in the report to Cabinet of 20 September 2012. 

 
5.3 Brereton and Ravenhill Parish Council has indicated that it is considering 

making a neighbourhood development plan but is not at present considering 
making a neighbourhood development order. 

 
5.4 Under the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 the District 

Council is required to publicise the application for at least six weeks in order 
to allow representations to be made prior to a decision being made.   

 
5.5  Following Cabinet approval to do so on 20 September 2012, the Council ran 

a public consultation from Friday 19 October until Friday 30 November 2012 
to seek the views of the local community on Brereton and Ravenhill Parish 
Councils application to become a Neighbourhood Area. 

 
5.6 The Council published the consultation on the Council website at 

www.cannockchasedc.gov.uk/planningpolicy as required by Part 2 Section 6 
of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012.  This 
information included a copy of the area application (the correspondence 
between the Parish Council and District Council and a map of the proposed 
area), information on the application process/ how to make a representation, 
and the dates of the consultation; as required by the regulations.  This 
information was also made available in the Planning Room at the Civic 
Centre in Cannock. 

 
5.7 In addition the Council also placed public notices and a copy of the map in a 

range of other locations to bring the application to the attention of people who 
live and work in the local area, including:- 
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• Brereton Library, Talbot Road, Brereton 

• Outside the Co-op, Redbrook Lane, Brereton 

• Outside the Community Centre in Ravenhill Park 

 
5.8 The Council contacted Brereton and Ravenhill Parish Council, Local 

Councillors, the Council Portfolio Leader and The Landor Society (local 
history society) to make them aware of the consultation.  The Council ran the 
consultation using existing staff resources and equipment. 

 
5.9 The Council received 7 responses supporting the application for Brereton 

and Ravenhill Parish area to be designated as a Neighbourhood Area.  
These are provided as appendix 1. No objections were received in response 
to the consultation.   

 
5.10 Based on the results of the consultation Cabinet are required to make a 

decision on whether Brereton and Ravenhill Parish Council area should be 
designated as a Neighbourhood Area. The results of consultation 
demonstrate support for the designation and the recommendation made to 
`Cabinet at 2.2 reflects this position.  

 
5.11 Part 2 Section 7 of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 

then requires the Council to publish the results of the decision making 
process as soon as possible after the final decision has been made on the 
Council website and within the local area.  The information will either set out 
the details of the new Neighbourhood Area or the reasons for refusal. 

 
 

6 Implications 

 
6.1 Financial  
 

The previous report in connection with this proposal was considered by 
Cabinet on 20 September, 2012 and contained detailed financial information 
in paragraph 4 of the main body of the Report. 
 
To summarise, there will be additional costs for the Council (assistance with 
the Neighbourhood Plan and additional costs of its independent examination 
and referendum) subject to the Neighbourhood being successfully delegated; 
these costs cannot be quantified at the moment. 
 
Reference was also made to the availability of Grant monies up to £30,000 
per Council to fund these additional costs; however there is uncertainty as to 
how this additional funding may be accessed or the amount of funding 
available beyond 2012-13. 
 
A further report will need to be submitted for consideration once the 
additional costs involved have been estimated and the availability of grant 
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funding has been further explored; any additional net costs falling upon the 
Council can then be estimated for consideration by Members. 

   
6.2 Legal  
 
 The legal implications are covered in the report. 
 
6.3      Human Resources 
 

Helping to facilitate neighbourhood planning processes will impose an 
additional human resource burden on the planning service. At present this 
can be managed within existing resources, however this will need to be kept 
under review. 
 

6.4 Section 17 (Crime Prevention) – 
 

There are no identified implications in respect of Section 17 (Crime 
prevention) arising from this report. 

 
6.5 Human Rights Act 
 

There are no identified implications in respect of the Human Rights Act 1998 
arising from this report. 

 
6.6 Data Protection 
 

There are no identified implications in respect of the Data Protection Act 
arising from this report. 

 
6.7 Risk Management  
 

None identified. 
 
6.8 Equality & Diversity 
 

There are no identified implications in the report. 
 

7         Appendices to the Report 

 
Appendix 1 Responses to Public Consultation 

 
Previous Consideration 
 

 Cabinet 20 September 2012 
 

 
Background Papers 
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Appendix 1 
 

Responses to Public Consultation 
 

 
Consultee 

 
Response 

Brereton & Ravenhill 
Parish Council (Mr 
P. Davies – Parish 
Clerk) 

Brereton & Ravenhill Parish Council is a natural area to 
be treated as a Neighbourhood for the following 
reasons:- 

1. Distinct sense of community. 
2. It has a Parish Council with boundaries in 

respect of which no one has expressed concern 
throughout its existence. 

3. It has produced a Parish Plan which has some 
elements of a Neighbourhood Plan. 

4. The residential urban part of the Parish has 
been recognised as an appropriate area for the 
‘Big Local’ project. 

Brereton & Ravenhill 
Parish Council – The 
Heritage Committee 
(Mr P. Davies – 
Secretary) 

The Heritage Committee has asked me to write fully 
supporting the comments of Brereton & Ravenhill 
Parish Council set out in the letter from the Parish 
Clerk dated 10th November 2012. 

Councillor Paul 
Fisher (District 
Councillor for 
Brereton & 
Ravenhill) 

I am writing to offer my full support to Brereton and 
Ravenhill's Parish Councils application to become a 
neighbourhood area.  I cannot think of a better 
community that will embrace the scheme and work 
towards a better future for their area. 

Councillor Gerald 
Molineux (District 
Councillor for 
Brereton & 
Ravenhill) 

I fully support this project. if there is any thing I can 
help please let me know. 

Timothy Jones 
(Rugeley resident) 

I am writing as an individual in support of Brereton and 
Ravenhill Parish Council’s application to be designated 
as a Neighbourhood Area under Part 2 of the 
Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 
and section 61G of the Town and Country Planning Act 
1990. 
 
Brereton and Ravenhill parish was created by statutory 
instrument in 1987 in accordance with the wishes of 
local people who saw the area as a distinct community 
that should have its own parish council. That remains 
the view of local people. It remains a distinct 
community with a distinct identity. It has its own 
Remembrance Sunday parade, British legion, cubs, 
browns, beavers and rainbows and both the Anglican 
and Methodist churches having separate places of 
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worship in the parish. 
 
The parish has shown its ability to consider its future in 
a serious and responsible way through the production 
of a parish plan. This Parish Plan, which has been 
widely praised, can be viewed at: 
http://www.davecottongraphicdesign.com/Parish_Plan_
Intro.htm 
 
The parish has also produced its own website, which 
can be seen at: 
http://breretonandravenhill.com/Brereton_and_Ravenhil
l_Parish/Welcome.html 
 
Brereton and Ravenhill has been selected as a Big 
Local area. Although this is not identical to the parish, it 
contains almost all the parish’s homes and population. 
 
I have no reason whatsoever to believe that any part of 
Brereton and Ravenhill Parish is or will be covered by 
any other application for designation as a 
Neighbourhood Area. Allowing the application will not 
disadvantage any other intending application. 
 

The Landor Society 
(Harry Thornton) 

The Landor Society has no objection to the Brereton 
and Ravenhill Parish Council's application for their 
parish to become a Neighbourhood Planning Area 

Cannock Chase 
AONB Joint 
Committee 
(Clive Keble) 

Thank you for allowing the Cannock Chase Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) Partnership the 
opportunity to comment on this matter. The comments 
on behalf of the AONB Joint Committee are set out 
below. 
  
As you are aware, the AONB is a statutory designated 
area under the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 
2000 (CROW). CROW places a duty on all public 
bodies (including Parish Councils) to “have regard to 
the purpose of conserving and enhancing the natural 
beauty of the area of outstanding natural beauty”. The 
provisions of the Act are;- 
  
“(a) the purpose of conserving and enhancing the 
natural beauty of the area of outstanding natural 
beauty, and  
(b) the purpose of increasing the understanding and 
enjoyment by the public of the special qualities of the 
area of outstanding natural beauty,  
  
but if it appears to the board that there is a conflict 
between those purposes, they are to attach greater 
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weight to the purpose mentioned in paragraph (a).”  
  
In addition, the National Planning Policy Framework 
(NPPF) clearly states the degree of protection which is 
to be afforded to National Parks and AONB’s at 
paragraph 115. 
  
“115. Great weight should be given to conserving 
landscape and scenic beauty in National Parks, the 
Broads and Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty, 
which have the highest status of protection in relation 
to landscape and scenic beauty. The conservation of 
wildlife and cultural heritage are important 
considerations in all these areas, and should be given 
great weight in National Parks and the Broads." 
  
Therefore, as is the case with Local Plans, AONB 
issues need to be taken into account in Neighbourhood 
Plans. It is noted that Brereton & Ravenhill Parish 
Council intends to produce a Neighbourhood plan 
covering the whole of the Parish and that this includes 
part of the AONB, with woodland and heathland 
landscapes. The AONB provides a natural and 
accessible landscape and recreation resource for the 
6500 people who live in the Parish. In addition the 
heritage of the area, especially that related to coal 
mining, is an important part of the cultural history of the 
AONB     
  
The production of a Neighbourhood Plan, alongside the 
emerging Cannock Chase Local Plan, will enable the 
issues impacting upon the AONB to be considered in a 
comprehensive and detailed manner. Whilst the 
application letter is general and makes no specific 
comments on the importance of the AONB landscape 
in the Parish, the inclusion of the area in plan is 
welcomed by the AONB Joint Committee. 
  
Subject to approval of the proposed plan area and the 
continued intent to produce a Neighbourhood Plan, I 
look forward to future opportunities to comment on the 
policies and proposals for the area which are 
concerned with and impact on the AONB. I would be 
grateful if you could confirm this interest to the Parish 
Council and request that the AONB Joint Committee is 
listed as a formal consultee. 
 

 
 


