
ENCLOSURE  10.1 

 1 

CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 

CABINET 

22ND JULY 2010 

REPORT OF DIRECTOR OF SERVICE IMPROVEMENT 

RESPONSIBLE PORTFOLIO LEADER: HOUSING 

PRIVATE SECTOR HOUSING  

DISABLED FACILITIES GRANTS AUTHORITY TO SPEND 2010/11 

KEY DECISION – YES 

 

1. Purpose of Report 

1.1 To seek permission to increase the Capital Budget for Disabled Facilities Grants 
(DFG’s) to £500,000 from the figure of £375,000 approved at Council 3 March. The 
Council has received £300,000 Disabled Facility Grant an increase of £75,000 against 
a forecast of £225,000. The additional £75,000 grant (60%) will have to be supported 
by £50,000 (40%) of Council General Fund capital resources. 

2. Recommendation 

2.1 That Cabinet approves the use of £50,000 Council capital resources to support the 
additional £75,000 capital grant given by Central Government, giving a total 2010/11 
Capital Budget for Disabled Facilities Grants of £500,000, exclusive of slippage to be 
subsequently approved from 2009/10. The additional funding to be provided by 
virement from the unspent Private Sector Decent Homes element of the General Fund 
Capital Programme which is to be slipped from the 2009-10 financial year. 

3. Summary (inc. brief overview of relevant background history) 

3.1 Additional Disabled Facility Grant of £75,000 funding has been received. This requires 
an amendment to the total approved Disabled Facility Capital Budget from £375,000 to 
£500,000. 

3.2 Disabled Facilities Grants (DFG’s), which are mandatory, are paid to applicants to 
support their needs as disabled occupiers of property and are available through a 
means tested system. The purpose is to support the expenditure required to provide 
the necessary facilities to enable disabled people to continue to use and occupy their 
own accommodation. 

3.3 The basis of funding rests jointly with Central Government and Local Authorities. 
Central Government gives a grant to local authorities to support the (DFG) expenditure 
which is then further supported by each Local Authority. 

3.4 Due to certain amendments to the range of works and eligibility criteria for Disabled 
Facility Grants Central Government have increased the capital grant to this Council. 
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4. Key Issues and implications 

4.1 The increase in the grant from Central Government in this financial year was not 
known to the Council when the original Capital Budget was prepared based on the 
likely Central Government grant amount. 

4.2 The change came about partly as a result of the increase in the extent of works which 
are allowable for such grants and partly from changes to the basis on which means 
testing for these grants is undertaken. Both of these factors increase the number of 
people eligible for grant aid, hence the increase in Government funding.  

5. Conclusion(s) and Reason(s) for the Recommendations(s) 

5.1 To seek permission to increase the Capital Budget for Disabled Facilities works to 
£500,000 from the figure of £375,000 originally approved at Council 3 March 2010. The 
extra expenditure relates to an increase in the grant paid by Central Government 
towards the cost of Disabled Facility Grant provision within the District. Central 
Government have provided an additional £75,000 which represents 60% funding. The 
Council needs to fund the other 40% which amounts to £50,000.  

5.2 The £50,000 resources to be vired from the unspent Private Sector Decent Homes 
General Fund Capital Budget which is to be slipped from the 2009-10 financial year. 

6. Other Options Considered 

6.1 General Fund unallocated Capital Resources are limited and further call is likely to be 
made on this resource during 2010-11. Utilising £50,000 from unallocated resources 
could be made but this would impact on other proposed schemes. 

7. Report Author Details 

Steve Shilvock 

Head of Environmental Health 

Extension 4597  
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   Section 1 

1. Contribution to Council Priorities (i.e. CHASE Corporate Priorities) 

1.1 The Disabled Facilities Grant scheme supports the CHASE objectives by enabling local 
disabled people to remain in their own homes and not to have move to alternative 
accommodation or into care.  

            
               Section 2 

2. Contribution to Promoting Community Engagement 

2.1 Disabled Facility works engages with disabled clients and partner agencies. 

Section 3 

3. Financial Implications  

3.1 Council on 3 March 2010 approved a Capital Budget of £375,000 for Private Sector 
Disabled Facilities work which was supported by an assumed capital grant of £225,000 
and Council capital resources of £150,000. 

3.2 Government grant of £300,000 (60%) has now been received, an increase of £75,000 
and so the Council resources supporting the grant will need to be increased to £200,000 
(40%), an increase of £50,000. 

3.3 The Head of Environmental Health has stated that for 2010-11 the £50,000 increased 
Council capital resources can be met from unspent Private Sector Decent Homes 
General Fund Capital Programme resources carried forward from 2009-10. 

3.4  Alternatively unallocated General Fund capital resources stand at £195,378. Utilising 
£50,000 from these resources could be made but this would impact on other proposed 
schemes. 

Section 4 

4. Legal Implications  

4.1 The current legislative framework governing Disabled Facilities Grants (‘DFG’) is 
provided by Part I of the Housing Grants, Construction and Regeneration Act 1996. 
Since 1990, local housing authorities have been under a statutory duty to provide grant 
aid to disabled people for a range of adaptations to their homes. 

 
4.2  Section 23 of the Act details the purposes for which a DFG must or may be given  

(1) The purposes for which an application for a disabled facilities grant must be 
approved, subject to the provisions of this Chapter, are the following—  

(a) facilitating access by the disabled occupant to and from the dwelling or the building in 
which the dwelling or, as the case may be, flat is situated;  
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(b) making the dwelling or building safe for the disabled occupant and other persons 
residing with him;  

(c) facilitating access by the disabled occupant to a room used or usable as the principal 
family room;  

(d) facilitating access by the disabled occupant to, or providing for the disabled occupant, 
a room used or usable for sleeping;  

(e) facilitating access by the disabled occupant to, or providing for the disabled occupant, 
a room in which there is a lavatory, or facilitating the use by the disabled occupant of 
such a facility;  

(f) facilitating access by the disabled occupant to, or providing for the disabled occupant, 
a room in which there is a bath or shower (or both), or facilitating the use by the 
disabled occupant of such a facility;  

(g) facilitating access by the disabled occupant to, or providing for the disabled occupant, 
a room in which there is a washhand basin, or facilitating the use by the disabled 
occupant of such a facility;  

(h) facilitating the preparation and cooking of food by the disabled occupant;  

(i) improving any heating system in the dwelling to meet the needs of the disabled 
occupant or, if there is no existing heating system in the dwelling or any such system 
is unsuitable for use by the disabled occupant, providing a heating system suitable to 
meet his needs;  

(j) facilitating the use by the disabled occupant of a source of power, light or heat by 
altering the position of one or more means of access to or control of that source or by 
providing additional means of control;  

(k) facilitating access and movement by the disabled occupant around the dwelling in 
order to enable him to care for a person who is normally resident in the dwelling and 
is in need of such care;  

(l) such other purposes as may be specified by order of the Secretary of State.  

4.3 The Act provides definitions of those who qualify, by reason of disability, for assistance in 
carrying out adaptations through a DFG. For these purposes a person is disabled if: 

 

(a)  his/her sight, hearing or speech is substantially impaired; 

(b)  s/he has a mental disorder or impairment of any kind; or 

(c)  s/he is physically substantially disabled by illness, injury, impairment present since 
birth, or otherwise. 

4.4 Local authorities need to make appropriate provision to use their discretionary spending 
powers (particularly those contained in the Regulatory Reform (Housing Assistance) 
(England and Wales) Order 2002), to top up their budgets allocated to meet mandatory 
duties. The general power under Article 3 of the Regulatory Reform (Housing 
Assistance)(England and Wales) Order 2002 enables housing authorities to give 
discretionary assistance, in any form, (e.g. grant, loan or equity release) for adaptations. 
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4.5  Since May 2008 local authorities are also required to fund works which facilitate a 

disabled occupant's access to and from a garden or works which make access to a 

garden safe for a disabled occupant. 

 

4.6 The obligation to provide DFGs to eligible applicants for eligible work (subject to the test 
of the applicant's resources) is primary, absolute and remains irrespective of whether 
other assistance is provided by a social services authority or other body such as an RSL. 

 

                     Section 5 

5. Human Resource Implications  

5.1 The delivery of the Disabled Facilities Grants programme outlined in this report can be 
delivered from within existing resources. 

  Section 6 

6. Section 17 (Crime Prevention) Implications 

6.1 The provision of Disabled Facilities Grants helps people with disabilities to live more 
safely and securely in their homes. 

Section 7     

7. Human Rights Act Implications 

7.1 There are no identified Human Rights Act implications arising from this report. 
          
             Section 8 

8. Data Protection Act Implications  

8.1 There are no identified Data Protection Act implications arising from this report.  

Section 9 

9. Risk Management Implications  

9.1 The activities dealt with in this report have already been assessed and included in the 
service risk register.        
              
           Section 10 

10. Equality & Diversity 

10.1 The Disabled Facility Grant is a national statutory grant provided to meet the needs of 
disabled people who qualify for assistance.  
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Section 11 

11. List of Background Papers 

11.1 Cannock Chase Council Capital Budget 2010-11 –Council meeting 3 March 2010 

         Section 12 

12. Report History 

12.1 None 

 

Annexes to the Report 

 

Steve Shilvock 

Head of Environmental Health 

Extension 4597  


