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CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 

CABINET 

22 FEBRUARY 2007 

REPORT OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE 

RESPONSIBLE PORTFOLIO LEADER:  ENVIRONMENT 

CANNOCK CHASE LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK:  SITE ALLOCATIONS 
DEVELOPMENT PLAN DOCUMENT – ISSUES AND OPTIONS 

1. Purpose of Report 

1.1 To give consideration to the Local Development Framework Site Allocations Development Plan 
Document:  Issues and Options. 

1.2 To seek approval for the Issues and Options document to be published for consultation under 
Regulation 25 of the Town and Country Planning (Local Development) (England) Regulations 
2004. 

2. Recommendations 

2.1 That the Local Development Framework Site Allocations Development Plan Document:  Issues 
and Options be approved for consultation in accordance with the Town and Country Planning 
(Local Development) (England) Regulations 2004. 

2.2 That the Head of Planning and Regeneration, in consultation with the Environment Leader, be 
authorised to make minor amendments to the Site Allocations Issues and Options document 
and the summary document prior to public consultation. 

2.3 That a report be submitted to a future meeting considering the consultation responses and 
proposals for Preferred Options. 

2.4 That all Members of the Council be invited to attend a briefing to consider the Site Allocations 
DPD – Issues and Options. 

3. Key Issues 

3.1 The Site Allocations DPD is one of a series of DPDs that the Council is required to prepare 
over the next few years as part of the new Cannock Chase Local Development Framework. 

3.2 The purpose of the Site Allocations DPD is to identify and allocate sufficient land to meet the 
District’s future development requirements, particularly in relation to housing and employment 
land.  In the case of housing land a 5 year supply post-adoption (effectively 8 years from now) 
is needed and for employment land an overall 10 year supply is considered to be appropriate.  
Further land requirements leading up to 2026 also need to be addressed.  Once adopted, it will 
supersede the site allocations in the 1997 Local Plan.  Consequently, the importance of this 
DPD should not be underestimated. 
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3.3 A copy of the DPD Issues and Options document is attached at Annex 2.  For publicity 
purposes, a very brief executive summary has been produced (Annex 1).  Copies of these have 
been circulated to all Members. 

3.4 A Background Information document accompanies the DPD (Annex 3).  Copies have been 
circulated to Cabinet Members and copies have been provided in the Members Room. 
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Section 1 

Background 

 The first stage in the preparation of a DPD is the production of an Issues and Options document.  This 
sets out topic areas identified from an examination of the needs of the area, based on the Core 
Strategy and Community Strategy, with key influences from Government planning policy at a national 
and regional level. 

The Site Allocations DPD will consider the following themes:- 

• The distribution of development within the settlement hierarchy and the balance between 
settlements including towns, villages and smaller settlements. 

• Suitable and sustainable locations for a range of housing development to meet the needs of the 
local current and future population. 

• Suitable and sustainable locations for a range of employment sites. 

• Suitable and sustainable locations for mixed development. 

• All other possible options for development sites including sites suggested by interested parties. 

• The ways in which allocations could be developed. 

• The division between brownfield and greenfield sites. 

• The development boundaries for existing settlements. 

• Transport issues. 

• Town centres. 

• Open spaces. 

• Specific land requirements for a cemetery/crematorium, education/learning, health and 
travelling showmen. 

• Environmental considerations. 

This Issues and Options document is arranged in subject chapters, each relating to an important issue 
or topic.  The structure and content of the DPD is not prescriptive at this stage and is expected to be 
refined as the Preferred Options are developed. 

As the DPD progresses towards the Preferred Options stage, a Sustainability Appraisal and Strategic 
Environmental Assessment must be undertaken.  This is required when preparing RS revisions, or new 
and revised DPDs and SPDs, in accordance with the requirements of European Directive 2001/42/EC 
“on the assessment of the effects of certain plans and programs on the environment” (the Strategic 
Environmental Assessment or ‘SEA Directive’).  Whilst the requirements to carry out a Sustainability 
Appraisal and a Strategic Environmental Assessment are separate, it is possible to satisfy both through 
a single appraisal process. 
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The SA/SEA must consider the social, environmental and economic aspects of plans and proposals, 
with the aim of minimising any adverse impacts of new development.  It must therefore be an integral 
part of the plan-making process, informing decisions such as site selection and policy formulation.  
Consultants have been commissioned to undertake this work, to provide appropriate independent 
expertise.  It is intended that this will be considered by Cabinet in parallel to consideration of the 
Preferred Options for the Core Strategy and Site Allocations DPDs. 

Section 2 

Details of Matters to be Considered  

The Issues and Options for the Site Allocations DPD (see Annexes 2 and 3) will be placed on 
consultation for a period of 6 weeks as required by the Town and Country (Local Development) 
(England) Regulations 2004 and the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004.  In accordance with 
Government guidance, at this stage all site options suggested by any interested party are included in 
the consultation documents.  Following the consultation period all the representations will be analysed 
and a Preferred Options document will be produced. 

Section 3 

Contributions to CHASE

This Issues and Options DPD forms an essential part of the Cannock Chase Local Development 
Framework and is being prepared taking into account the CHASE objectives.  It will contribute to 
meeting these objectives as policies and proposals are developed, adopted and implemented. 

Section 4 

Section 17 (Crime Prevention) Implications 

There are no identified implications in respect of Section 17 (Crime Prevention) arising from this report. 

Section 5 

Human Rights Act Implications

The process of preparing Development Plan Documents is set out in Government Planning 
Regulations.  It provides the opportunity for third parties to be consulted in the development of draft 
policies and proposals and to make representations on submitted documents.  In the case of 
Development Plan Documents, those representations must be considered by the Council and 
unresolved representations are considered in public, through an Examination into the Soundness of the 
Plan.  The Inspector’s Report following the Examination is binding on the Council. 

The process of formulating and adopting policies of Development Plan Documents is likely to have 
implications which affect individual’s rights and possessions and due account must be taken of the 
need to adopt procedures which take account of the right of individuals to make representations in 
respect of the policies which, as far as possible, enable action in the public interest to be balanced 
against individual rights. 
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Section 6 

Data Protection Act Implications 

There are no identified implications in respect of the Data Protection Act arising from this report. 

Section 7 

Risk Management Implications 

The failure to produce LDF documents in accordance with the agreed Local Development Scheme will 
damage the reputation of the Council and put at risk the community’s development objectives for the 
District and the Council’s receipt of Planning Delivery Grant.  The ability to produce LDF documents is 
dependent on adequate resources being available in the Development Plans Team. 

Planning Delivery Grant is measured by meeting milestones in the timetable of the Local Development 
Scheme. 

Section 8 

Legal Implications

The Council is required by Section 15 of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 to prepare 
and maintain a Local Development Scheme.  The Council is further required to revise the Local 
Development Scheme when it considers it appropriate to do so, or when directed to do so by the 
Secretary of State. 

The Site Allocations DPD timetable is set out in the Local Development Scheme. 

The DPD takes into account all the relevant national, regional and local policies, guidance and 
strategies. 

The DPD must be in conformity with the West Midlands Regional Spatial Strategy adopted in 2004.  
This is a statutory requirement under Section 24 of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004. 

There are various statutory steps, set out in both primary and secondary legislation that must be 
followed in order to prepare the DPD.  The relevant primary and secondary legislation has been set out 
in this report.  Failure to comply with the requirements of the legislation would undermine the legality of 
the DPD and result in delays and additional resources being expended to remedy any defect/failure. 

Section 9 

Financial Implications

The only financial implications for the Council as a result of this report are the payment of production 
costs and advertising, together with the staff time involved in the production of the document, both of 
which can be contained within existing budgets within the Planning Division. 

Section 10 

Human Resource Implications 

 There are currently no Human Resource implications arising from this report. 
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Section 11 

Conclusions

That the recommendations detailed in paragraph 2 be approved. 

Background Papers

There are no background papers. 

Annexes 

Annex 1: Site Allocations DPD Executive Summary 

Annex 2: Site Allocations DPD Issues and Options Document 

Annex 3: Site Allocations DPD Background Information Document  
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