
CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
 

RUGELEY AND BRERETON COMMUNITY FORUM 
 

TUESDAY, 22 AUGUST, 2006 AT 7.00 P.M. 
 

AT THE RUGELEY ROSE THEATRE, TAYLORS LANE, RUGELEY 
 
 

PRESENT: Cannock Chase Council Forum Members: 
  

 Councillors 
 Grocott, M.R. (Chairman) 
 Williams, A. (Vice-Chairman) 
  

 Molineux, G.N. Williams, A. 
 Stanley, N.K. Williams, B. 
 Whitehouse, Mrs. G.M.  
  

 Cannock Chase Council Officers: 
  
 Mrs. J. Aupers Head of Efficiency and Risk Management 
 Mrs. S. Bard Head of Organisational Development 
 Mr. P. Westwood Strategic Projects Manager 
 Mr. K. Lawlor Head of Environmental Services 
 Miss J. Tunnicliffe Senior Committee Officer 
   
 Also present:  
  
 PC Lee Turner, Staffordshire Police 
 Mr. J. Debens, Staffordshire County Council 
 Rugeley Town Council 
 County Councillor G.E. Roberts, Rugeley South Division 
 Press 
 Local Residents (approximately 30) 
  
(An apology for absence was received from Councillor R. Easton) 
 
 
1. Appointment of Chairman and Vice-Chairman 
  
 Councillor M.R. Grocott was appointed Chairman and Councillor T. Williams was 

appointed Vice-Chairman for the forthcoming municipal year. 
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2. Notes of Previous Meeting 
  
 Rugeley Health Centre Developments 

 
The Chairman reported that there was no representation from the Primary Care Trust in 
order to answer questions relating to the Health Centre Developments. 

  
 Play Area in Sandy Lane Vicinity  

 
It was reported that the play area in the Sandy Lane vicinity was nearing completion. 

  
 Alfgar Centre 

 
Some discussion took place with regard to the future of the Alfgar Centre. A number of 
local residents had previously received a letter from the Primary Care Trust, a copy of 
which was handed to the Chairman concerning the future of the Centre and offering 
residents the opportunity to vote. It was hoped that any proposals would be made prior 
to the September Trust Board meeting. 

  
3. Update on the Development of Rugeley Swimming Pool 
  
 The Chairman welcomed Paul Westwood, Strategic Projects Manager to the meeting. 

 
Paul Westwood explained that initially a feasibility study had been undertaken on the 
land adjacent to the Rugeley Leisure Centre.  
 
He reported that the Council had appointed S.M. Charter as the architects for the 
project and the final designs for the new pool would be considered in September. An 
application would be submitted to the Council’s Planning Control Committee sometime 
during October and the project was currently on schedule for completion in March 2008.  

 
Mr. Carl Bennett, local resident asked what the financial set-up was with regard to the 
new swimming pool. Paul Westwood explained that the Council would have to 
underwrite the cost initially and then an application would need to be considered by 
Sport England for a grant following the submission of the planning application. 
Unfortunately, costs could not be given until the final detailed design had been agreed. 

  
 Councillor Williams queried the dimensions for the pool. Paul Westwood explained that 

the pool would measure 25 metres and would incorporate 6 lanes. 
 

Councillor Grocott explained that the pool facility would be available 70 per cent of the 
time for schools and 30 per cent of the time for the Council and any days out of school 
hours between certain times. Maintenance and running costs would also be shared with 
Staffordshire County Council. 

 
Mr. Trevor Stokes, local resident raised concern regarding issues such as global 
warming and queried what methods would be used for heating the water for the 
swimming pool. Paul Westwood explained that the architects had been given the task of 
exploring different options for heating the water. 
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4. Play Area Jeffery Close/Allen Birt Walk 
  
 Paul Westwood, Strategic Projects Manager reported that additional funds were linked 

to a S106 agreement, which was a charge, put on a developer. On 8 August 2006 £15K 
was received from the S106 agreement and the work to date left a balance of funds of 
£28K still to spend.  
 
He reported that by the end of October the play equipment should be purchased with 
work likely to commence November and completion January 2007. 
 
Ms. Debbie Hackett, local resident explained that the Rugeley By-pass team had a 
number of free items, which could be used for the play area. 

  
5. Problems of Anti-Social Behaviour in Rugeley/Plans to introduce More Special 

Constables and Full-Time Police Officers in the Near Future 
  
 The Chairman welcomed PC Lee Turner of Staffordshire Police to the meeting. 

 
PC Turner reported that there was a general problem of anti-social behaviour in 
Rugeley Town. However, there were powers in place to dispense groups such as anti-
social behaviour orders (ASBO’s). He explained that there were 2 Officers’ designated 
to the Peartree and a further Officer. However the number of Officers’ would increase 
from 3 Community Support Officers to 9 in Rugeley. He reported that there would be no 
more Police Officers designated to Rugeley in the next 12 months, as the Officers 
already in post would be moved around the Town depending on where problems 
occurred. 

 
He advised that there was an emphasis on neighbourhood policing and an advertising 
campaign was ongoing. He considered that the Special Officers who worked 16 hours 
per month as part of a team in Rugeley were working well. 

  
 Members of the public raised concern regarding the number of mini scooters being 

driven around in the area. PC Turner explained that the scooters were classed as a 
motorised vehicle and should be on private land and not on public roads, although it 
was not an offence to buy or sell the scooters. It was reported that an area of land in 
Brereton was being considered for the use of mini scooters. 

  
6. Will the Police Consult with the public on the benefit of having the Police station 

open 24 hours a day instead of 8.30 a.m. – 5.30 p.m. 
  
 With regard to the Police Station opening hours, PC Turner explained that there were 

no plans to go back to opening 24 hours per day, and the decision was a financial one.  
He reported that the station would be open at peak times and Officers did work 
throughout the day from Rugeley Police Station, therefore if members’ of the public did 
have a problem, they would only have to ring the intercom and an Officer would assist. 
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7. Street Cleaning in East Butts Road and Chaseley Road 
  
 The Chairman welcomed Kevin Lawlor, Head of Environmental Services to the meeting. 

  
Carl Bennett, local resident explained that there was a problem in East Butts Road 
during the winter months with leaf and blossom fall, which was making the road surface 
extremely dangerous for car drivers. 

  
 Kevin Lawlor explained that there was a limited budget available and based on previous 

complaints, increased cleansing had taken place and a ‘hot spot’ list produced to 
concentrate on specific areas. 
 
The Chairman explained that with regard to items 8 and 9 on the Agenda, Mr. Turnet 
was not present to discuss the items. 

  
8. Grit Bins in Etchinghill 
  
 The Chairman welcomed John Debens, Representative for Staffordshire County 

Council. 
 
John Debens reported that members of the public should contact the Divisional 
Highways Manager at Gayley concerning grit bins. Further, the bins were inspected on 
a monthly basis and the frequency of filling the grit bins would depend on the severity of 
the weather.  

 
Members of the Council considered that grit bins should be placed at the following 
locations: - 

  
  Dayton Drive, off Crabtree Way opposite Bamford School 
  Flazley Road 
  
 John Debens confirmed that he would review where the grit bins were located and 

would provide the details at a future forum. 
  
9. Allotments in Brereton, Rugeley 
  
 The Chairman welcomed Kevin Lawlor, Head of Environmental Services to the meeting. 

  
Kevin Lawlor reported that with regard to allotments there was an annual agreement 
between both the Council and the allotment owner. He explained that there were 3 plots 
currently vacant, namely plots numbers 5, 13 and 15. However, there was currently a 
holder of plot 15 but plots 5 and 13 were being cleared and sprayed in the next 4-6 
weeks. He would also investigate plot number 4. 
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10. Rugeley By-Pass 
  
 Mr. Tams, local resident raised concern with the heavy traffic using the route between 

the Uttoxeter Road and Cannock. The Chairman explained that the new proposals to be 
introduced would help alleviate the problem.  
 
John Debens, explained that David Barker at the County was currently looking at the 
issue and arranging for existing signage to be amended and new signage to be 
imposed.  David Barker would appreciate the views of local residents. 

  
11. Traffic Along Penkridge Bank Road 
  
 Mr. Coath, local resident raised concern with regard to the heavy traffic flow in 

Penkridge Bank Road and weight restrictions. Mr. Coath raised this through the County 
in October 2005 and January 2006. Correspondence was also forwarded to the 
County’s Environmental Health Section which was then forwarded back to the District 
Council before being advised that it was an highways matter. 
 
John Debens reported that correspondence had been received from Mr. Coath and that 
Mr. Rob Kinsey of the Development Service Department was considering the 
implementation of a scheme. 

  
12. Traffic Calming Measures at Attlee Crescent and Springfield Avenue 
  
 John Debens advised that a letter should be forwarded to Mr. Ron Hilton, Director of 

Development Services at the County with regard to the implementation of traffic calming 
measures at Attlee Crescent and Springfield Avenue. 

  
13. Forward Agenda for Future Meetings 
  
 Suggestions for issues to be discussed at future meetings of the Forum were sought. It 

was explained that appropriate representatives would be invited to attend to answer 
questions. Forms were available for the public to request items for the next agenda. 

  
14. Dates of Future Meetings 
  
 The Chairman reported the following dates for future meetings of the Community 

Forum: - 
  
  Tuesday, 14 November, 2006 
  Tuesday, 6 February, 2007 
  Tuesday, 15 May, 2007 
  
 The Chairman thanked all those present for their attendance. 
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